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Water Resources Development Commission (HB 2661)

Water Supply and Demand Committee – Agricultural Sub Committee

Notes: February 16, 2011 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Cliff Cauthen, Chair of Agricultural Sub Committee, HIDD 
V.C. Danos, AMWUA
Ron Doba, NAMWUA 
Brandon Forbes, USGS (by phone)
Laura Grignano, ADWR

Amelia Homewytewa, GRIC

Richard Lunt, Greenlee County

Jade Neville, USGS (by phone)

Wade Noble, Noble Law

Bill Plummer 
Saeid Tadayon, USGS

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The meeting started with a welcome and introductions from Chair Cliff Cauthen with Hohokam Irrigation and Drainage District. 

DISCUSS PROJECTION METHODOLGY
Cliff wanted to make sure that there was still agreement on the projection methodology to be used for agriculture, dairies and feedlots. 

The group agreed that the following projection methodology would to be used:

-For Non-AMA Basins, with the exception of Yuma and the Lower Gila, flat line existing agricultural demand

-For the Yuma Basin, show a gradual 7% decline in agricultural demand over the next 50 years then flat line

-For the Lower Gila, show a gradual 7% decline in agricultural demand over the next 50 years then flat line

-For AMAs, use revised Basin Study numbers out to 2060 then flat line. The revised numbers, at least for Pinal, flat line use out to 2015 or later, before they start declining. This short term adjustment was made to address the recession. 
-For Dairies, increase statewide cow population with human population, by 2%. Dairy cows use approximately 105-110 gallons per animal per day.  Based on Laura’s preliminary numbers, using the mid range population scenario, there would be close to 50,000 AF of dairy water use demand by 2110, up from approximately 20,000 AF in 2006. This water use would be distributed as follows:

-In the Phoenix AMA water use would gradually decline based on current (2002-2006) trends

-In the Pinal AMA, demand would initially increase to take on the dairies moving out of the Phoenix AMA, then gradually Pinal demand would decline through time as dairies moved outside the AMA (due to urbanization) and move mainly west of the AMA into the Lower Gila Basin and the Yuma Basin. The other basins would be flat lined at 2006 use.  
-For Feedlots, flat line at approximately 400,000 animals, each using 20 gallons per day with exception of a new swine operation (200,000 to 300,000 animals at 10 gallons per day) in the Lower Gila Basin around 2020

DISCUSS REMAINING WORK TASKS AND SCHEDULE
Cliff asked Ron when he should have the numbers and write up complete. Ron and Leslie asked Cliff to try and have those done for the March 7th Supply and Demand Committee meeting.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at 11:00am on Monday, February 28th at ADWR. Cliff will try and have numbers and write up ready for the group to review. 
