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Water Resources Development Commission (HB 2661)

Water Supply and Demand Committee – Agricultural Sub Committee

Notes: January 20, 2011 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Philip Bashaw, AZFB 

Rich Burtell, ADWR

Cliff Cauthen, Chair of Agricultural Sub Committee, HIDD (by phone)

V.C. Danos, AMWUA

Ron Doba, NAMWUA
Brandon Forbes, USGS (by phone)

Laura Grignano, ADWR

Richard Lunt, Greenlee County

Wade Noble, Noble Law (by phone)

Jade Neville, USGS (by phone)

Dianne Yunker, ADWR
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The meeting started with a welcome and introductions from Chair Cliff Cauthen with Hohokam Irrigation and Drainage District. 

Per the group’s request, Laura Grignano summarized the methodology used by the Basin Study for projecting Arizona’s future agricultural demand. The analysis focused on five areas of the state: Colorado River-Mainstem Area, Central Arizona Area, North Central Arizona, Central Yavapai Highlands and Upper San Perdo River. A general assumption is that there will be limited or no expansion of agricultural lands within Arizona’s portion of the Colorado River Basin, with the exception of Indian communities. Some Indian communities are projected to increase use for planned agricultural development associated with recent Indian water right settlements. In the Central Arizona study area (Phoenix AMA, Pinal AMA and Tucson AMA), aside from expanded Indian use, agricultural use is projected to decline. The Basin Study uses the AMA Demand and Supply Assessments which used annual water use reports from 1985-2006 and project water use to 2025. The assessments were used to guide the projections from 2025 to 2060.
The group then reviewed and discussed a handout provided by Val Danos. The handout showed by county, the number of farms, irrigated land and average annual increase or decrease for 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002 and 2007. The data was from the USDA Agricultural Statistics. It was pointed out that this data is collected voluntarily and therefore does not include all farm land in the state. Based on this information and the Basin Study approach, the group discussed flat lining agriculture demand in all areas of the state with the exception of the AMAs, Yuma and some Indian Communities. Wade Nobel and Cliff Cauthen will discuss further what to do with Yuma agricultural demand based on potential future urbanization. Rich Burtell mentioned that because of the Globe Equity Decree, agricultural demand in both Graham and Greenlee counties will most likely decline due to prescribed retirement of agriculture. Phil Bashaw and Richard Lunt felt that a footnote explaining this possibility was appropriate however felt that agricultural in those areas should also be flat lined.

 The group next turned to their responsibility to project future water demand by Arizona dairies and feedlots. Although closely tied to population, milk demand is also driven by economic factors. Although relatively small in quantity, the majority of dairy water demand has historically occurred in Maricopa and Pinal counties, with many Phoenix dairies moving to the more rural areas of Pinal County at the height of the housing boom. Today, dairies are also concentrated in the Gila Bend area as well as La Paz County. Cliff Cauthen agreed to talk to Mike Billet of the Arizona Dairymen’s Association about the future of dairy growth in the state and get back to the group. He also agreed to talk to Bas Aja regarding the future of feedlots in the state.    
NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at 1 pm on January 27th at ADWR. Topics will include a closer look at the basin study trendline projections in the AMAs out to 2060 and discussion on how to project that demand out to 2110, update on how to proceed with Yuma projections (i.e. flatline current water demand or decrease based on projected urbanization) and an update from Cliff Cauthen regarding the future of dairies and feedlots in Arizona.  Agenda will be posted at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

