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Water Resources Development Commission (HB 2661)

Water Supply and Demand Committee – Agricultural Sub Committee

Notes: January 5, 2011 Meeting

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Philip Bashaw, AZFB 

Rich Burtell, ADWR

Cliff Cauthen, Chair of Agricultural Sub Committee, HIDD

V.C. Danos, AMWUA

Ron Doba, Chair of Water Supply and Demand Committee
Laura Grignano, ADWR

Richard Lunt, Greenlee County

Wade Noble, Noble Law

Brandon Forbes, USGS

Dianne Yunker, ADWR
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS

The meeting started with a welcome and introductions from Chair Cliff Cauthen with Hohokam Irrigation and Drainage District. 

CONTINUE REVIEW BASELINE DATA AND CROPPED ACREAGE BASELINE DATA FOR LOWER GILA, WILCOX AND SAFFORD BASINS

Cliff began by introducing Richard Lunt from Greenlee County. Mr. Lunt explained that he was new to the Commission process and was generally concerned about farm land being taken out of production in the Safford and Duncan areas. Referred to as “hot lands”, these farms do not have decreed water rights and are being taken out of production as a result of the AZ Rights Settlement Act. He understood that the Commission process would not directly deal with this issue but wanted to voice his concerns about the general decline of agriculture in the State due to competing water demand by urban development. Mr. Lunt had not seen the baseline agricultural demand numbers that the group has been reviewing, but Ms. Grignano would provide that data for him after the meeting. Mr. Lunt suggested that Wilburt Lunt and Denny Layton would be good contacts in the Safford/Duncan area to review the data from a local perspective. Cliff Cauthen said that he would contact these gentlemen and get them the data. After some discussion, it was confirmed that Mr. Lunt felt comfortable with the irrigated acreage number that Mr. Cauthen had for Greenlee County (approximately 5,291 acres) from the USGS-NASS.

Mr. Cauthen then asked if the group felt comfortable with the baseline water demand for the Yuma and Lower Gila Basins. With the minor exception of the Dateland - Hyder Valley area, Wade Noble said that the numbers looked accurate. He thought that the application rates seemed a bit high for the Dateland – Hyder Valley area but would take a closer look. Mr. Cauthen stated that he still had a concern with how the data in Yuma and Lower Gila was being depicted; however, Rich Burtell stated that he would send Mr. Cauthen several pages in the Atlas that clearly explain the various irrigation districts and water use in those two basins. Hopefully that would alleviate any remaining concerns Mr. Cauthen has for that area. Mr. Burtell and Ms. Grignano meet with Mr. Noble about similar issues before the holidays and Mr. Noble found the Atlas descriptions and maps helpful and accurate. 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES NEEDED

Mr. Cauthen stated that he hasn’t been in contact with anyone from the Wilcox area yet and would still like to get some people in that area involved in the process. Mr. Lunt suggested two people: Claire Owens and Kim Reynolds. Mr. Cauthen will try and get in touch with them before the next meeting.

Mr. Cauthen brought up the Verde River Basin and concerns that he had with the acreage data from the USGS showing a 1,000 acre increase in irrigated acres in just one year. Brandon Forbes from the USGS explained that the increase was the result of the USGS’s first year of field verification. He also added that the acreage included a number of horse properties in the area. This discussion raised the issue of whether or not the group wanted to address rangeland demand, namely stock ponds. Mr. Burtell explained that the Atlas does include the total number of stock ponds by basin. It was noted that the Environmental Committee was addressing stock ponds and the group decided to let the Environmental group handle the issue. Mr. Burtell reminded the group that they were responsible for feedlot and dairy projections and that the data has already been sent to the group for review.

DISCUSS PROJECTION METHODOGY

Ron Doba explained that the Water Supply and Demand Committee would be looking to the Agricultural Subcommittee group for three agricultural demand projections, 25, 50 and 100 years out for each basin. Mr. Cauthen stated that he would like stay as close to the Colorado River agricultural projections as the group could out to 2060 and then take it from there based on the group’s expertise. Mr. Burtell explained that with the exception of the AMAs, the Basin Study flat lined most agricultural demand on the Colorado River out to 2060. Inside the AMAs, the Basin Study used the medium range projections out to 2025 from the AMA Water Assessments and then extrapolated those lines out to 2060. Mr. Cauthen asked if a summary of the Basin Study Agricultural Methodology could be presented to the group at its next meeting. For the next meeting, Ms. Grignano, will have available a summary of the Basin Study methodology used to project agricultural demand. She will try and get this information to the group via email before the next meeting.

REVIEW POPULATION WORKING GROUP DATA

It was agreed that the group didn’t need to directly use the population data coming out of the Population Committee but could reconcile any major differences with the Basin Study’s results if necessary. It was mentioned that the Population group was still working on tweaking the distribution of some of the projected population.

CALL TO THE PUBLIC

No comment

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held at 2pm on January 20th at ADWR. Topics will include review of Basin Study methodology and the continuation of local involvement in the review and verification of the agricultural baseline data. Agenda will be posted at least 48 hours prior to the meeting.

