é““‘communication equipment and systems; to provide guidance to agencies developing
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U. S. ARMY ELECTRONIC PROVING GROUND
FORT HUACHUCL, ARTIZONA

FAGT SHEET

Fort Huachuca, established in 1877 to protect early settlers, plays a
major role in the national defense program as the United States Army Electronic

Froving Ground,

Located in the southeastern corner of Arizona, it is 12 air miles from
st Mordcan border. T is situated at the foot of the colorful Huachuca
. Phander in an Indian translation ) Mountains at an altitude of about li,900
feet and, with its outlying test arcas, covers an area of approximately
133,000 acros, The Fort is 70 miles southeast of Tueson and 30 miles southe
wiast of Tom?stoneo

(97

From 3#3% until 1947 the Fort was used as a training post. Two Infantry
I'ivisions, the 92nd and the 93vd, trained here during World War II, Prior to
that 4ime cavalry units operated from the post and Fort Huachuca was one of a
s2ries of outposts using the heliograph ( mirror signal system ) for
coimmaications,

A bthe end of World War II, the installation was closed (1947) and turned
wwer ho the State of Arizona. The Fort was re-opened in April 1951, during
vie Korean War, and was again closed in December 1953, Fort Huachuca wag
re=activeted in February 195 as headquarters for the Army Ilectronic Proving
Crouad,

PRESENT DAY ACTIVITIES

The mission of the Proving Ground is: To test and evaluate electronic

£

(More)
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these products; to assist in the preparation of maintenance packages &nd to
rrovide facilities to test these projects.

The ultimate goal of the Proving Ground is to insure that only the best
equipment is provided to the American soldier at the lowest possible cost to
“ne government, thus providing the battlefield commander with the best possible
contirol through communications-electronic systemse

The Proving Ground also provides necessary support facilities for the
rolivwing activitiess The Combat Service Support System Test Group; Electronics
command, Meteorological Support Activity; 52nd U. S. Army Security Agency,
mpecial Operations Command; U. S. Army Combat Surveillance School/Training
vmnbury which includes the lst Training Brigade; Area Frequency Coordinator
und2r the Chief of Communications-Electronic, Department of the Army; Electronic
Warfare Schools 160th Signal Group; 1lth Signal Group; Sixth U. S. Army Dental
Service Unit; U, S. Army Hospital; U. S. Army Stradsgic Communications Command
Headquarters ( in place by June 1967 ).

To conduct the testing activities for the proving ground projects, Fort
Ruachicea has two major test areass

The Surveillance System Test Facility is a 300 mile, fully instrumented
rangs; extending from Fort Huachuca to Yuma, Arizona, used for testing airborne
electronic systems,
The Zlectromagnetic FEnvironmental Test Facility is a large, oubdoor

field laboratory located near Gila Bend, Arizona, in which electronic devices

or systems are tested for ability to operate in a typical battlefield environment,

(More)
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installation activities on post include Headquartersy; Troop Command, which
coordinates Thouse keeping® activities and includes administrative coordination
of the WAC Company;, Headquarters Conpany, Installations Support Company, the
36t Army Band, a Military Police Company, Electronic Testing Company, and
cumminications and Automatic Data Processing Support Company.

There is also Libby Army Air Field which gained some notoriety as "Colfax
¥ield® in the motlon picture UCaptain Newman, M,Do"y filmed here several years
230, Libby Field provides aircraft for airborne testing by the Proving Ground.

Sommander of both the Proving Ground and Fort Huachuca is Colonel Nicholas

Angel,

Fort Huachuca's contribution to Arizona's economy has been substantial
since 295L. Close to $52 million has been spent in the construction of
bareacks, family housing, Greely Hall ( main headquarters building ), Barnes
Field House ( sports cemter including indoor swinming pool ), two schools,
~nd permanent test facilities,

A $b.5 million, three story hospital is scheduled for completion by June,
1067J and a %3501000 NCO Club was completed in late 1966, Othoer consiruaciion
projects, including troop barracks and other permanent-type buildings, were
completed during 1966 at a cost of $l4.6 million.

Fort Huachuce contributes approximately $li5 million each year to the
Avizona economy; of which $26 million is the combined military-civilian payroll.

The total noonday population of the post is approximately 16,000, This

Zigars includes civilian employees, military personnel, and thelr dependents.
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