
Yestrday at Ft Huachua the home

of the Army Electronics Proving

Ground the Signal Corps celebrated its

100th birthday in conjunction with Armed

iorces Day
It was fitting that this should happen

at FL Huchuca because the old fort

which has served the nation since it was

built in 1877 has seen the use of practi

cally every means of signalling known to

the Army and to the Indians themselves

From smoke signals wig-wag flags

the semaphore the heliograph the Morse

wire the field telephone radio television

and radar the Signal Corps now moves

on to space satellites and their uses for

speeding up world-wide communications

Nor has progress been only in the miii

tary fields The work of the Army com

munications men bad much to do with the

early growth of the West For in many in

stances the only means of gEtting impor

tant messages from one point to another

was the military wire maintained by con

stant patrols operating under extremely

hazardous conditions

In fact it.was Will Barnes

mous Arizona pioneer who as young

member of the Signal Corps won the first

Congressional of Honor ever

awarded to the corps fo
his work in this

drea Barnes came to Arizona as Signal

Corps private He lived to learn to love

his 5tate and to bring honor to it through

____
his various achievements At the time of

his death he had retired as chief forester

the Forest Service

But it is interesting to note that the

Signal Corps which was organized in

June 1860 was the outgrowth of an idea

of doctor not technical man Maj Al

bert Meyer military surgeon tith

desire to help the deaf find some method

of communication designed the first wig

wag system of signals which he then ap
plied to military use He used flags by

day and torches by night waving them in

code system which was read by the use

of telescopes between stations The sys

tern came into wide use during the War

Between the States and Major Meyer was

appointed the first Signal Officer of the

Army
The history of communications be

tween that day and the present electronic

devices being tested at the Ft Huachuca

proving grounds is one far more dramatic

than any fiction could be

Drone planes without pilots today

carry the eyes of the Signal Corps and

the advances in avionics communications

betiveen aircraft and the first taiking

satellite wijjch relayed voices and tele

typewriter nE sages from outer space
all will have their part in improving civil

ian travel and communications as well as

militaiy

From the old wig-wag flags designed

by Major Meyer the Corps has advanced

to the lightning-swift electronics com
puter-controlled which operate faster

than the human mind It has been an

amazing hundred yearsbut from the

looks of the material at the proving

grounds the greatest changes are yet to

come
Salute to the Signal Corps as it

rnovs into the future
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