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FACT SHEET

Fort Huachuca established in 1877 te protect early settlers plays

major role in Ihe national defense program as the home of the Strategic

Citunications Command STRATCOM major field cocmtand serving as the

single manager directly controlling the Army .prtion of the global Defense

Co.qmmicetions System DCS under the Defense bmrranications Ageny

Located in the southeastera corner of Arizona the fart is 12..air

ailes frcn the Mexican border It is situated at the fôt of th cel.rful

Huathuca Thunder in Indian trans1ati Moi.mtai a-t an altitude of hout

19OO feet aniLth its outlying test and training areas covers an area

approximately 113000 acres The fort is 70 miles otheast of Tacson and

30 miles southwest of Tonbstone

From 1917 until 1947 the fort was used training post Two Infantry

Divisions the 9nd ad the 93rd trained here uMng World War II Prior

to that time cavalry units operated from the post arid Fort Huachuca was one

of series of oitposts using the heliograph mirror signal systei for

aoiiiimmicatious

At the end of World i1ar IT the ins taflation wa closed 1947 and

turned over to the state of Arizona The fort was reopened in April

l9l during the Korean War and was again closed in December 193

Fort Huachuca was reactivated in February l951 as headquarters for the

Army Elronic Proving GroundAEPG
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PREST DAY ACTIVITIES

As the home of STRkTCOM the fort serves as headquarters for about

OOOO personnel around the world STRATC1 was first established in

March 19614 and in July 1967 took over the post STRATCOM is responsible

to the Armys Chief of taff

TRATCOM delegates area control to subcotinnands in various sections of

the globe STRATCOM engners nstal and maintaTh comiivnications systems

and equipment of all types chiefly large fixedstaticn transmitters and

relays utilizing radio telephone teletype data facsimie and TV

Much use is made of radio relay inechaiisms such as tropospheric scatter

and satellite communications The systems are highly sophisticated for

rapid responsive heavyduty work They are often curedcncühered cr

srrambrledto protect against interception cni i.nteflignce

Systems include Automatic Voice Ntwork AUTOVON Automat5c Dgi.t

Network AtJTODIN and Integrated Wideband Communications Systens PICS

STPkTCOM also provides transportable communications facilities for

quick intallation in emergency anywhere the world It maintains lrge

troop unit the 11th Signal Group based at Fort Huachca that pr-rdes

.thi standby service

ARMY GARRT$ON

The poets housekeeping des are handied by the Army Garris.Dn

uSAG uch artivities as the engineers motoroo1s utLlities military

police maintenance of the lROO sets of military uarters and troop

facilities are the responsibility of UAG The finance section and

military and cvflian personnel offices also an coordinated by the USAG

headquarters
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AflMY ELECTRONIC PROVING GROUND UsAEPG

USAEPG established hre in l95t Until July J967 it was the main

headquarters of the post Its mission is to test arid evaluate elrictronjc

equipment and systems to provide guidance to agencies developing these

products to assist in the preparation of maintenance packages and to provide

facilities to test ths prodouts

OTHER TENANT ORGAMIZAT IONS

There are several Eth Army units on post Th largest i.s the Combat

urvei11ance School/lectronic Tsrfare SchoolTha1ring Center Thr crganization

is broken down intc hri parts the C3 EWS nd the 1st Training Brigade
In CSS various electronic and phctcgr3ph-.c surveiIlz classes are taught
The psents coirses th Ilaintenance and crton of lectronjc

warfare euipmt The bri.gad is prinariiy three ti4 unit that

teaches nine advanc skills to basic training graiuats These are the

Course heeld Vehicic Mechanics Course Radio Operators Course
and three types of personnel schools

Other 6th Army organizat-ion are the Dental Service Uiit and the

Paymond Bliss Ariry Hospital

Smaller units include the Meteorological Support Activity Ariir.r

Tecurity Agency Test Evaluation Command and the Area Frecjuen- 3rdinatcr
under the Chief of

Ccaiunications_Electronjcs Department of the Army
There are also liaison officers assignd hre from Great Br.tcin Grmany

Canada and the Marine Corps
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OTHER FACILITIES

Thrre are two major test areas in use by AEPG

The Surveillance system Test Facility is 300-mile full-instrumented

range extending from Ft Huachuca to Yuma Ariz used for testing

airborn electronic systems

The Electromagnetic nvironmental Test Facility is large outdoor

field laboratory located near Gila Bend Ariz in which electronic devices

or systems are tested for ahiity to operate in typical batUefield

environment

There is also Libby Army Air Field which gained some fame as Colfax

Field in the motion picture Captain Newman fl filmed here several

years ago Libby Field provides aircraft for airborne testing by USAEPG

and other support missions of all the units on post

TMPAflT ON LOCAL ECONONT

Ft Huachucas contribution to Arizonas economy has been substantial

since l95L Close to 62 million has been spent in the construction of

barracks family housing Greely Hall main headquarters building Barnes

Field House sports center including indoor swimming pool two schools

and permanent test facilities

Over $14 million was spend in 196667 in renovating the CSS-TC area

for the arrival of new troops there The $14.5 million RWB Army Hospital

opened it doors last year.and in late 1966 new $350000 NCO Club La

Hacienda was put into operation
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Ft Huachuca authorities estimate that thr current input to ArizonaTs

economy is approximated $80 million each year of which over $o million is

combined militaryc lviii an payroll

The noonday populaton of the post is now October 1968 approximately

19000 This figure incbdes approximately 3600 civilian workers 9S0O

military personnel and about S000 dependents

Nore than 1200 of the civilian workcr on post commute to 200

miles Fort Huachuca payrolls are factor in the economy of nearly every

tom in southeastern Arizona


