JAMES E. BROPHY II
BISBEE, ARIZONA

Desember 12, 1959

Mr, Maurice R, Tenner, President
Assoclisted Genersl Oontractors

¢/o Tanner Brothers Gonstruction Co,
731 North 19th Avenue

Phoenix, Ariszona

Dear Mr, Tannert

Knowing that your orgsnigation end the Bullding Trades
Unions are to engage in conferences Monday regarding the high
costs of bullding at, smong other places, Ft, Huaschuecs, I want
to add a word of caution end warning.

For the psst several years, we have been fighting for san
adequate bullding program at Ft, Huschuca, Two elementary
school buildings have been ersated, costing more than $1,750,000;
& field house has been erested sosting $1,100,000; quarters for
- bachelor officers, the first of four projected, has besn erected
costing more than $4,00,0005 the first increment .of the Technicsl
Building has been srected, sosting more thsn $5,000,000; the

sesond inecrement is now under sonstruction costing more than
$4,500,000.

In sddition, some 1600 residences have been constructed
sveraging probably $9,000 each, and thres barrasck buildings
have been ersoted with sttendsnt bulldings costing spproximately
$1,250,000. Another 100 residences mre to be sontracted shortly
after ths first of the year, and thres more barpack buildings
are due to be sontrascted during the first quarter of 1960, pro-
vided that bids may be obtsined which will stay within the
limitetions imposed by Congressionsl sot, .

An sdditional $3,700,000 will supposedly be put under con-
traot during 1960, provided comts may be held within the smount
appropristed by Congress. This 1 matter of serious eoncern to
us and to the Army, General R. T. Nelsop, Chiasf.81ignal Officer,
writes us thst he hopes the 8ignasl Corps™"mesy be sble to accom-
plish the program within the amount appropriasted, since high
cost at Ft, Huachuca for construction wes s matter of extensive
Congressional debate during the hearings’.

The Hougze Uommittes oﬁ Appropristions submitted the report
on the Mllitary Construction Appropriation Bill, 1960, &nd saldt .
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"3igns)l Oorps = The Committee hes epproved £,527,500
for the 3ignal Corps installatinon st Fort Husechues, Ari-
zons, 8 redustion of £3,201,500 in the hudpget satimates,
Funds in the smount of éE.SMI,OﬂO requastad for two on-
11i8ted men's barrscks, snd supporting feoillitles, includ~
ing 8 heating plant are denisd, The Comittee feils to
see why fesollities in this erea ssnnot be oconstructed ab
conts similar to those found st other military installe-
tions in the Continental United Btates and scsordingly
hsg reduscd the 2stimste to bring ths overall sost hers
in 1ine with costs sxperisncad elsewhere,”

Tha MCA hill then went to the Senste, where Senator Heyden
used his grest influence to restors the emount deleted hy tho
Honse, inaluding mll expense inoident to construction "at this
1solated station", The Senate Commlttse 2ald}

"Evidencs pragsented to the Cozmittee, based on actual
compstitive bids resulting in contrasts for current
construstion, velidete the higher sopstrustion costs
preveiling st this lsoleted stabtion,”

The bil), 8 smsnded, passed the Benate, sand on its return
to the House wus dafepted, sand e Conference Uowmittes wes asked,
This Conferencss Cormittes, efter lengthy sessions, finslly sp-
provad gn sdditionml $1,hé?,00@ gsovering sn sdditionel berrsok
bauiiding, ® heating plent, batellion mess huilding snd » batel-

1ion admintetration sand supply building. The Counference Commit-
tee bthen mpidg

"Port Humeshuoa, Arlizona - Ths Uormittee of Confsrencs
has sonfirmed the Houss metion in redusting funds for
sonstrustion st Fort Husohuas, Arirona, dus to high

'y 3 instal yn_should be

& ;gggmrg

tet me stats right here that I firmly belisve that hsd not
Senstor Hayden used all ef the powerful influence whioch he has
in both the Senste snd the House of Representetives, not one
gant more then wes originslly suthorized by the House would have
besn epprepristed,

To ba brutally frank, surely you must realige thst the Sig-
nnl Ceorps is not sufficiently stroog, politieslly, to oversoms
the naturel uggonihion on the poart of the Housas to exirsoriiverlly
high eonstruction aosts at Arizons pests, 4nd I am surs thst
without Jenstor Hayden's ststure end influence, and his friendly
relationghips with memhers of both B8enate snd House, we would
hevs pgotten but a frastion of theat which has been expendsd thus
fer at Ft, Husschucs,
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How, we eome %o the futuret Thers has hean sppropristed,
hut nok %at undoy acontrsct, the sunm of £5,924,500 for eenstruce
tion et Fort Busshuoa during the Fiseal! Yasr 1960, In eddition,
100 residences hsve baen suthorirzed for somstrustion during this
seming vesr, Then, thare 18 the matter of 125 quarters now author-
! ired for sonstrucdion off the Post for purshase by oivilian popue
| 1ation, Beyond thim, thers i3 ¢ request for epproval of SN0 units
' of off-pogt rentsl honging under Seocbtion 810 of the Nationa'!' Hous-
ing Act, which i3 swsiting the working out of sentrols snd pro-
gedures By the Depsrtmont of Dafense and the Faderal Housing
Agenay. :

Again, in the immedists futurset Senator Hayden 18 working
with the Bignal Corps for ths bullding of two mors berrscoks
buildings, & Commimgery bdullding, » new runwsy for Lihby Fleld,
gnd a new building fgr the Automabtio Data Proooessing sgenoy,
something more Ythan £5,000,00 {n tha sppropristicen for the coming
year, - All of this, ui&h the exgeption of thse new runwey, have
haen suthorized by both henseg of Congress,

If Bgnstor Hayden s given rsesonadls support dy hiz homa
pacpls, it iz rossonahle to sBuppoae that the eniire barrscke asome
plax will be completed in the nexd four ysars, glving Fort Hus-
chuos » modern plant, with fecllitier for the somplex ascisntifio
work being dons at F¢, Humchuow, adequate houwing for its person-
nal, hoth mititery and civilien, and sufficient resrsetion faell-
ittan to provide 8 full sterderd of Amaricen living for peopls
es8igned there, or who may be employed thers,

I

¥hen you people sit down to diseuss this rmtter, lot me ssy
that the paopls of sll Aricons are gravely affesgted by your decie
siong, We Imow how this question arose, we sndesvorad to work out
the prohlem then, only to find an arrey of hoth unions and cone
trnciars spainst ns, MNow we aome Yo ths pnlnt where Bebstor Hayw
den mey work hiz heart oud to get eppropristions for ths Fort,
only to find thet eontrests and working rules meke the sost pro-
hibitive, Wo sre st thst point now,

Izt us spposl o you @8 Arisconene, %o remove this st bharden
whiech uanatruggiun gt Ft, Fuachusa hss to bear, There {8 no resson
vhatever for it to he glemsed gs "romote”. There im every resson
for comstruation %o he permitted to gzo shegd, that workmen nay heve
unrk rd good wapges, that contractors mey hz ahle tn compets with
oontreaatnre Cron other stetes and reslitze a3 falr preofit, apd that
fffff this prest resource for Arirzona's prezpsrity shell he adble Yo go
shead unhswmpered by unrcoslistie rales,
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Paae i,

Wa truast that vou will removs the batlding at Ft, Huachuon
from the przgent "remote" alaasificstion. :

Hneeraly yours,

’ , ) /
) VA 54 A4
S g e

T. ¥, MROFEY. Cbh T yman
i Spestpl Committes dn Fort Snsahiea
’ Grate !
Ssuthsrn Arizons Chaptor
Assoaliation of ths United Statss Avmy

NERCR Y.

aat Yonekor Carl HAsvden
[arats O07TM{oe Pull ' lne
Washington, D. O,

Ha for Ganare! F. W, Hocrmon, Cormanding
V.3. Arry Fleetronte Froving Qround
Fort Rusahunes, Arirona
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