
JAMES ROPHY II

BISSEE ARIZONA

December 12 1959

Mr Maurice Tanner President
Associated General Contractors
c/c Tanner rothers Construction Co
731 North 19th Avenue
PhoenL Arizona

Dear Mr Tannert

lnowing that your organization nd the ui1ding Trades
1Jnion era to engage in conferences Monday regarding the high
oots of building at among other places Ft Huachuca want
to add word of caution nd warning

For the pest Several yesra we have been fighting for an
adequate building program at Ft Hhuca Pwo elementary
choo1 buildings have been erected coating more than l7O0OO

field house has been erected costing 1lO0000 quarters for
bachelor officers the first of four projected baa been erected
costing more than $L00000j the first increment of the Technical
ui1ding has been erected costing more than $5000000 the
second increment is now under oonatruotion costing more than

0O 000

In addition some 1600 residences have been constructed
averaging probably $gooo each and three barrak buildings
have been erected with attendant buildings coating approximately
$1250000 Another 100 residences are to be contracted shortly
after the first of the year and three more baraok buildings
are due to be contracted during the first quarter of 1960 pro
vIded thatbida may be obtained which will etsy within the
limitations imposed by Congressional sot

An dditiona1 $3700000 will supposedly be put under con
traot during 1960 provided costs may be held within the amount
appropriated by Congress This is matter of serious concern to
us and to the Army Genera Nelson Chief Signal Officer
writes us that he hopes the 8ignal Corpsmay be able to accom
plish the program within the amount appropriated since high
cost at Ft Huaohu for construction was matter of extensive
Congressional debate during the heerin

The ouae aommittee on Appropriations submitted the report
on the Military Construction Appropriation ii1 1960 nd asid
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Ugnel Oorpe The Ooittte he pprovei 127SO0
for the Signal Corps inate11.nt1cn at Port Huohioe Prt
zonS redt2otion of 32GiSO In the hw3get e5.ta
Funds in the nno1nt of rqist for to
listed mena barracks eni supportinr fnilitte tno1id

in hestin plant are riled The Oonittee fails to

sea why faotUttea in this area cannot be constructed at

costs similar to those found at other militari in$tallam

tions in the Continental United States and accordingly
bs reduced the eattata to bring the oezall coat here

in .tna with costs epeztaneed eevhere

The ill then went to the enet where Senator flin
used his çveat influence to reatore the amount doletec3 by tho

ffone including all exponse incident to construction st thU
iolatad station The Senate Ooiiiiittee satdt

videnee presented to the Ocatttee beeed on actual

competitive bids resulting in contracts for current

ecnettictton validate the higher eonstruetion costs

prevailing at this isolated station

The bill as amended passed the Senate and on its return

to the Ucuse was detested and Conference tonritttee was asked
This Conference Comatttee after lengthy sessions finally ep
procd en additional tlb61000 oov.ring an additional barrack

butl4tng heating pLant batallion meu tiding nd
lion administration and supply building The Conference Conit
tea then aatd

Fort 1uaahuce Arizona The Cvntttee of Conferenoa

ba eonttrnied the otise action in reducting tuna for

construction at Port ffuaernoa Artona due to high
ceate 3sropueetod at thttnsta1atton ahoul
isse4 ou oAts sitar to those e1sr
wtbn .the aonttriata ln1ted Sas
et stats rIght here that firmly believe that had not

Senator Hayden used all of the powerful influence which he baa

in both the Senste and the House of Representatives not one

sent more than was originally authori7ed by the Rouse would have

been approprtated

To be brutally frank surely yu must reatza that the Stg
nal Corps is not suffoiently strnn pltttnlly to vercotn

the natural opposition on the part of the Ileuge to etraori1.wirliy

hth construction ost at Arisons posts And sri sure that

without enatcr flaydens stature and influence and his friendly
relationships with members of both Senta and ffoua we would

have ottot but fraction that which has been expended thus

tar at Pt Huachuos
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1owve ee te the ftttue There has been appxepristaJ
btat not yet trnd aontrsct the su of 59t4OO far conatruc
tion at Feat Jttachucs durEn the Fiscal Tev 1960 In addition
lC idene have been authoriied for construction 4tuin this

ooitn year Then there Is the ratter of i2 usrtera now author
ied for construction oft the teat for purchase by civilian popu
tetion eyond this there is request for approval el unite
of pat.rental hotaatn under Section 810.of the flationn 1tiq
in Act which is awaiting the worktn out of ntrole end pro
cedures by the Deprtmont of Defense end the edernl liotising

Açency

Again in the iriei.te tuture enator lisyden is working
with thà Signal Qorps for the building of tw more barracks
bnUdins Ootaary ildtn new runway for Libby Field
and nev butldin fçr the Autotatie flats Prooesatn agency
ething more then 0OrO0 in the appropriation for the coning
year All of thts with the exception of the new runway haita

been sutherised by both heusea of Congress

If Senator syden is given ressoneble support by his hone

people it is resonæe to suppose that the entire barracks con
ple wilt be conpietad in the neit four years giving Port Hue

oern plant with feotlittes for the eople scientific
work eng dons at Pt Huechuca adequate housing or its person
n1 both military end e1ilten an sufficient recreation fecil
Ities to provide full standard of American living for people
ained there or who nay be ep1oyel there

When you people sit down to diseusa this tter let ne say
that the peopie of all ArIsona are gravely affected by your decid
atone We know ho the question arose we endeavored to work out

the problem then only to find an array of both unions and con
tractors aininat us ow we cone to the point where ator Hey.
den nay work Ms heart otit to get appropriations for the Fort
only to find that contracts end working rules mak the cost pro
hihitive We are at that point now

Let us apposi to you as Arisonana to renove this greet burden
which construction at Ft ifuachuca has to beer There is no reason
1hstaver for it to clasSed as remote There is every reaaon
for construction to he nermtttecl to ahead that wrkren may hi
rnrz at od waea thet càntrectora rpr ebl.e to oipti with

ntraotra frn other states aol re1 feir prrftt an-i tht
thta rst reSource for rteonss pr prty shell be Se to gc
ahead unhatpered by unroaliatie rules
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