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FORT HUACHUGA, ‘Apit{ 104
* This ‘old scout of army instal-
“ lations has feasted and famished
:through 76 years ¢f congressionil

Va1
* The Departrient of ihe:
hes ordered .that,Fort Huachuca
be placed 'on, a standby" basld,
which meané that only a

all
'~d etdchment of housekeeping|:

* troops and fire guards wili rémain
 jhere after about.July,1." 2 v;‘i\
Lack' of supporting nst’tfoups
will “make "itself felt - whex\
state's major resétvé unit, ‘th

59th Infantry, comes here:for. two

;: weeks’ suimmer encampment July |
+ 12 and“alss when the ‘ Arizonaj’

. National Guard encamps here
" two weeks beglnnlng Au,

COMMANDERS OF ‘these clvﬂ-

i by |"
anilitary éxperts as an.ideal place

in which to train troops becatue
- of its Jocation, firle" climats, ‘and

'
Gen‘ Joseph M. Sw!ng,
commanding general of the Sixth
Army area, has’give:
. - similar praise,. ‘" -

* lated that when it was annouric-
ed In the! summer of 1952 that,
Huachuca would be deactivated,
the Arizona. congressional dele-

divected & changd ‘o Rlans 'be
published by Secretary’ of.the
Army Pace,” saying that the fort
would not be €losed. A directive

secretary on Cct. 29, 1952, Me-

-ian‘ready units have; declared|.
.. that summer training’ iz’ ham-|. E
" pered when Wweapons qualification| *
and tactical “manetivering lnst.ruc- !

or] oppoaing the|-

to that effect was Issued by the|
-+Farland recalled.. He added that|’

2.1952 Investigation: by: the ‘Arle

swimming pools. Inthe dlsiance to'the nor*h -are the Whetstone |
Mountaini. Twenty ‘miles northwesterly front Fort Huachuca are
the ruins of Camp Cnﬂ'endan {described by the sign pested 3
miles west. of Sonod'a.on State Highway:82): Aurelio Duran”
{astride horse in picturé at right below], range rider for the
Crown C Ranch, pauses, beside one of the crumbling buildings
at abandoned camp, which closed down four years prict fo the;

LT}I:A post headquarters of Fort. uachuleélls Viewsd' ‘from *o
ithe g
: fop pheto),’

'dent & Arxzona State College &t Tem

1). Posf Office; {2) Post Exchange, (3;

ight
8. Numbered points aré
aréhousé. area, (5] Enlisted ‘men's barracks,

‘Motor: Pool; {4) Quar-
(6)

ona dele ﬂrm showed there was
~‘deﬂn!te need for Fort Hua-
thuca and that nothing would be
accomphshed by concentrating all
fnvestment” on “Fort Ord and
ther California installations. -
Nonetheless “all “the king's
horses and all the king's men”
Paven’t been' able ‘to get Hua+
uca ack on active duty again,
’ AND 'THE FRESHLY painted
d repaired barracks and build-

+{7). Civili ousmg erba. and (8} Officers’”
th £ f

hill. is_oné" of, ihg ort's dhree .

the post youtalk” to—mlhtary or
clvilian—the . unanswered ques-
tion comes up: “Why was so
much money spent on improving
facilities, only to, have them
vacated?” . ;: ¥

'I'hen, there's the new 8,000-
foot air strip, built last year by
aviation engineer units stationed
here: When the landing strip was
dedleated” last December to Sgt.
George’ D.:Libby,” engifeer ' sol-
dler who was awarded ‘posthum-

{ ously’ the Congresslonal Medal of

Honor' for’ herolsm'in' Kotea, the

word was ‘that Huachuca was to

stationing in |877 of U.S, froops at whaf s,

remain dctive, Incidental to the
dedication, Col. David M. Dunne,
post commander, said:

“The information that we ob-
talned a few weeks ago that this
fine establishment would con-
tinue on an active bhsis was the
best Christmas present the post
and neighboring communities
could have received.”

NOW COLONEL Dunne, who
has been post commander here
since June.1951, Is closing out his
job,” dutifully makifig’' no com-
ment on the ‘erder to shut down.
Across” the Huachuca Moun-

kcomparable size to ¥ort “Bliss,

now Fort Huachuca.

ta!ns, over in the Sonoita Val!ey.
crumbles the ruins of old Camp
Crittenden and the bare remains
of old Fort Buchanan. These
installations were abandoned
when threats of Apache raids had
been subdued, and their bulldings
for scores of years have been be-
yond repair.

Whether Huachuca one day
will come %o a similar end re-
mains to be seen. At present it is
the only military. installation of

Texas, and Camp Roberts; Calif.;
‘between those two posts.

USF200000602
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A my Will Close It Huachuea
June 1, State Delegatwn Told

QG

WASHINGTON—(AP)—Arlzona s historic Ft, HuachuCa
will be closed June 1, the state’s congressional delegation
vzas advised yesterday by the army.

The post, in Cochise county, near the Mexican border, '

will be maintained on a stand-by basis only.

I°t, Huachuca and five other
miIiLa);\' installations are being
shut down in an economy move
that js estimated will save $0,.
000.000 In the first year, Strength
of half a dozen other posts will
be reduced.

 MAJ. MILES Rebcr, legislative
llaison of(licer for the army, in-
formed the Arizona delegation of

the decision at a conference in the|;
Joffice of Scnator Hayden (D-Ariz).

© program requires it,

An army spokesman said Ft.:
Tuachuea is not heing ahandoned

ane that it would be placed badck
in service if and when the arpy

“The changing needs of the

army and the world situation wilt|.
determine the exact use of thej

fort in the future,” he satd.'

THE ARIZONA delegation said|;

it had na plans to oppose closing
of I't. Huachuca hecause the army
had explained the six posts af-

fectéd are.the least essential tol
its eurrent mobhilization program.|:
. The army is closing those nosts|,
which are oneraling the farthest|

helow canacity,
T,':mb!ielwd in fronticr davs, Ft,

Mc' Tarland
Hits Closing

Ernest W. McFarland, former
Demoeratic U. 8. senator from
Arizona, today urged the citizens
‘of Arizona to “communicate di.
rectly with President Bisenhower

fo block the inexcusable closing.

cof T't, ITuachuca.”

Flcculent Truman and Secretary
lof the Army Frank Pace last
}e r when clo<mg of the historic
fort was tentatively announced
and obtained firm assurances that
it would he kept as a permanent
military installation,

“It's  not cconomy  to  spend
millions of dollars and then flush
it down the drain,” McFarland
declarerd.  He attributed the clos.
Ing to “gredt pressures brought
nn Ilm arlministration hy Califor.

Meclarland sald hie contacted!

Huachuca for many years was one
of the major military installations
along the Mexican horder. It was
greatly expanded In Workl War
I as a troop training center.
After cessatlon of hostilities ft
was closed, and then was e
opened as a_training site for avia-
tion engineer troops. .

=

i “ho want those Leoops at
LA R TN I

A A

A - oA 4
B N 4

P ——

|future” and that leases will be

|ment survey s being conducted

| Upoh completion of the survey,

[ zona buffalo herds.

1 national guard.

Public Lease

Plan Re ad ed
r
-Jqor Hl 1(: Hica

N allly 25 per cont of the nnnn

acre Ft. MHuachuca reservation
will he made availahle {or leas-
ing to private interests after ils
return to an inactive status: sixth
army headquarters announced to-
day.
* Initlal word came from Lf. Gen.
JoM Swing, commander at San
Francisco, and details were given
by Col. David M. Dunne at Ft.
Huachuca,

DUNNE SAID leases undoubt-
"edly will go to grazing Interests
pecause  of - the reservation'’s
bundant grass stands and watér.

e said the fort is expected to go
on a stand-by basis “In the near

signed for temporary priv ate use
in the meantime.
A land utilization and managn-

to determine which portions of
the reservations miay he leased.

the Phoenix suboffice of the army
corps of engineers will advertise
for competitive bids.

‘Leasing will be on a competi-
tlve basis, in accordance with
“good land management prac-
tices,” the sixth army sald.

Tollowing are considerations
excluding nearly 75 per cent of
the areca:

1. Protectlon and utilization
of the natural resources of the
reservalion.

2, The grazing programs of

he Arizona state game aned fish
commission, which keeps the Arl-

3. Areas uged by the Arizona

4. .Other leased Arizona state |-
land.

5. The post proper, including
buildings and grounds.

Dunne sald exact date of deac-
tivation has not been announced.
When placed on a stand by hasis,
a cadre of military personnel will
be stationed at the post to super-
vise care and upkeep.

Of 350 clvillan personnel, 250
will be released in the near future.
The remainder will be kept for

maintenance work.

A ey e s
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* expanded during the early dnyu of
. Wor!d War IT preparednhss

" Only th 1948 when the oY : t

s

Of Blsbé% s. Chamber Of.

; posts 1n f
: ‘rehctivated last Aprﬂ largely . through-.t.h
. Bisbee Chambet of, Commerce. : : b
: “The chamber hab 'béen .ofe of the leadin

. saving the post in the past when lack of Iunds hreatened
its existence and in tettlnz\the fort o-

eactwat "d ?fThrough

helnt

the

who n-pent niany dayu geelng various
government und army officlals iri

.. announced that the fortwould be
;. « deactlvated did the chamber fall in
1ts attempts to keep the fort golng:

But it was to & large degres
through the effortd bf the chamber
S at the time the fort was belng nban-
3 doned that the fort wu redctivhtdd
b l few months ‘sga. % SiEM

Durlng the movement {4 koep the
) !ort, & group of chamber’ “m¥mnbers
s made a trip to Washingtonh and it
;. ' was this trip which left theforb In

qhnpe for reactlvation.: © -3 s a0

i ' ‘Chamber Baves U}mnni L ’\
. Up unty! this time the army was
| golng to pull out all’ equlpml:hb n-
cluding utitities, well easings nnd in
fact everything -that. thagy Been
" brought in gt any time by the army.
However, the group of mémbers In-
tluding G. R. Mlchaels, secretary of

U

the_chamber,_Austin_Jay, Douglas |
3 . MarT, John Schretber .&nid>John W'
g ‘Caldwell, got the arm§ to ngres e
Jeave gl utllities rendy fot tse, !

. Without’ that -agreemeht, 1t 1§
Houbttul that the fort coluld, have
| been rekcuvhted at tbe Jow Eoct‘that
b was, s
* John Wood, chnlrmnn ni thie mili-
P lnry s.ﬂalru committee of the chnm-

Ber and & former prealdent of the
i' .. chamber, explnlned much of the
. 'background behind the mcuvstlun
recently.

.+ Wood wént back to the lafe thirties
wh:n the chamber wds. & ‘iending
i factor in hsvlng two wellg drilled nt
| the fort—a move which- gave the
' fort énough water for the 30,000 or
: more troops who .tralned.there !n
orld War IL°~ . .~ ¥

Lack of Money Clhd
‘Wood told of 4 time in the,early
1030's when the army warted. o
" dbandon the fort becausé bf lack of
thoney, But, atter a neik deal of
effort by the chambet, ot only was
the fort Kept open, but. Ehi 25th In-
-~ {mntry units at Camp :ldttle snd
.+ Camp Jones in Nogales &lid Douglas

'+ were moved to Huachucas

And, 1t was the chember which
*, was directly responsible for the ox-
pension of the fort. During 1940 nnd
+ 1941," Gus Mlichaels, mcn) chamber

Secretary, ,thade several” trips to
Wishington tellihg strategic person-

1:::7.::,

A

¥4 nel thé advantages of' an_all yest |.

: n.round training base. As §¢ mmed
N u b  was successiul an

!mucn Win new glory wldli Fiats]
EE«;, ing bade for Nem.hsm:.‘b‘tirg )J H

Em iantry outfits were brought to_the

S 10Tt W
g l‘mh-rg thrnuz.b the urge migrinttion
. mumgunv org - kelng,
\ prerseas.

Intion,”

u.’

W. Liddell,

den who sent letter after letter to
key mgen. .And, it was Senator Hay-
den In ‘1947 who lead the Bisbee:
delegation to importarit army flg-’
ures including Brig.-Gen.' Theodore
Osborne, then in the Bervice of Sup-
pllés and .Procurement Bectlon” ol
the Wnr Départment= e
“We have had rough going,* Wood
snid. “But the Blsbee Chamber of
Commerce feels now that the gov-
ernment, after careful conslderation,
hns fenctivated Fort Huachuca and
now.that the people-of the United
States rbalize that'we must keep
armed and strong, Fort Huachficd
surely, will, be , - pamiunent lhnhi-

sndttuch-snﬂ Pimt E 'rhomu

1t was Hay-

ator from Arizona, has

fort " wis deactlvated, -he

merce Mlilitary Affalrs Comm
fort

'Benator Catl Hayden, senlor seri-

~ leading worker in keeplng Forl
Members of lhc'mmtuy iffairs |Huachuca on the Uniied
committee.are Wnod. chiirmap, and
Folsom Moore, Austin
Jny, Ed Plumb, Phul Kenting, A. O,
Relfsnider;—Milke~Vucinich; — L]

Biates military map. After the

with the Blsbee Chamber of Cora-

"’ LEADING FORT WORKER = |wns

been =

worked

“tirclemsly to gel the
vated. . o . 3.

nial

e uﬂ
3 vrath m 1846 wood sdid;
the government started to sbandon
Fott Huachucs, there was & move-
H ment afoot to place the Fort Grang
. . Industrial School for. Boys at Fort
Huachuca.

N
S

————— e

in L
UCL ‘

Durf
rerved
“Theatd

Major ! Sims, (
C()IlllnlSSIOIH“] s

e

g

t

!, weapohs which the army has.”

would want it back, Wood snid.

st

,Force site selection board. *

:* zona Congresstonal délegation as

" . to active duty.

activation.

i And, it wns James F. Braphy IT,

president of the chamber, wha,
' his monthly newsleller

\ } ''Has Had Trying Times '
i

.n-‘.:v »

LA

** Thee chief reason that the milltary
L:  nifhirs committee wanted to keep |the Mal
!, the fort Intact was because ihe
.. mhembers belleved that it wouwld only |, 3
Ye o short time before the army

Once the Korean United Nntlnul
, '+ action began and the army beznn to
* .rebufld, the chamber kept in con-

" stant communication Wwith the Arl- |,

. attempted to have the fort restored

It was through the Influence p(
the chamber and Senator Carl XHay-
‘ den that army and air force teams
! gurveyed the fort for possible re-
t

early ihis
H year, announced that the fort would
be reactlvaled. Shorlly aller his

li lnnounccmcnt came the army's an-
g t and the 1 entry
Lﬁ o! ttoopa April 20, -

v hx times over the years,” Wood
1 gald, “to hold the fort together
"{ =mgainst much opposition from east-
1 érn military installations. During
+ this #ime we have had wonderful
v support from our senztors and con-
gressman beginning with Congress-
man Lewls W. Douglas (ex-ambas-
sador to the Court of St. James,
England) and down through Sena-
tor Hayden, Scnator Ernest McFar-

.
y ‘*The chamber has had many try-
i s
.

Quin~

m 3 Fop Tralning BUE™T7 [Wonrn
"'ih: military nffatrs commiiten of | Thenle
lhe Chamber of Commerce fatk’ \nu. | montt
.o #ctlve part in blocking the moved | States)
*  inent of any state institution to get [be w{
. Y¥ort Huachuca s we renlized the | Agent
" {fort was one of the very finest of | Techno
3 training areas In the.United States
and had one of the Inrgest terralns {11 Viet
hich could be used for all kinds of | paign M
[ . fraining'and types of equipment and |al, Asla

Mejor

and the
Majol

NEW
52 kernt

Belzing every opportunity to re-|y, the U
activate the fort, the Bisbee Cham- |5 340 000
ber of Commerce prepared an ex-
tensive study on the arca when the
army announced that the Alr Acad-
emy was sceking & sile, On April 4, table, T
the chamber sent coples of this study
to all congressmen and to Gen. Carl
* Epasiz, chalrman of the U. 8. Alr

each  ve
nearly it
and fro

hoted, 1t
of swce

50 yean
business

it

in

land and Congressmen John Mur- 1

‘;" dock and Harold Patten.”

7

i

E ‘' Wood indicated that without the
. support of Senator Hnyden, the
i chamber might have falled ln.JLLE
y“lmmpmir‘wu Benator - myw "

e
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Govemor Reports Post
Will Be Maintained :,
By Army, Guard

Historle Fort Huachuca, which
played a major rale in the settling
of the west and the‘training of
troops, In three wars, will be
closed officfally on June 1, .

This was announced by the
army {n Washington yesterday. It
came with stunning guddeness as
strong a,ilul.lon in Arlzona over
the past few years had-brought a
groml!e fronf Army ' Becrétary

‘rank Pace, in October, thatpthe
military bade would ' nade:
permanént-Installationy & , ..\

Pace shid, “After' darefuf cod:
siderstion of the facllitles gener-
ally avallable to the army, it had
been determined thht Fort Hua.
chuca wilt bé maintalned .bn ah
actlve status.”

Ko Reanon Glven "

With this announcement, nrmy
officlals were quick to announce
that plang for the enlargement

* of the fort were underway. Thé

reasons for’the change In,army
viswpoint were not given, |
Gov. Howard,Pyle lold the Star
the base has becn orderéd de
activated but a force of some 25
to 40 men wlill he kept on to keep
the post In goad shape. | :

He stated the fort would be v

"molh b:lled" bul ready for im-|

e Te—

e ee a gAY

TItemnes

RS S

WL YT

- e

It

R

[PPSR

o

PPy

tlon—in—chae-ihe
need arises. lt has not been turngl
over to the state as on 4 previoux|

. occaslon but will be, mnlmalned

under army control,
Corernor'n ﬂ!n(rh\enl
The governor revealed that ‘.he
deactivation of Fort Huichuca
was part of the bverall army plan
to meet the budget of the flsca)
year which means the reduction)
of 42,000,000 rquare feet of .ba
rack spacdé In the country, s

Thld is an sennl view of historic Fort Huachuca
~whlch wl“ be-de-activated-on-Juné-i

+40 men ‘il be kept on thé basé to preservé the post,
Hctording 16 Governor Pyle. 4'11:6 ~Axlzonn National

Gunrd will not be nilcch:d by the ~ox-dc':r, having a .p.cr-
_manent_right_to_the_use_of the_78-year-old. fort._ The

A-force o frup-to” buffalo, too, will be allowed to romm the grounds and |

the lands lurroundlng the fort ‘may be leased ior cattle

Pyle stated that’ since Nove‘rr:i,
ber, two posts have been wash
out completely, 10 more have beerr
,deactivated and slx more. are td
‘be closed. by..the first of Jund
He said the Arizona Nationa
Guard bas a_permanent right
the fort and therefore will hof
be troubled in any way by th
changes. Hé sald, too, the buffal
will remaln to roam.at the hos
There Is 4 possibllity, Gov. Pyl
went on to say, that porlions
the 48.0?0 acres will bd leas
for grazing purpns S. 1
s « Indlan “E}Il'l
Founded 78 years ngo to ntof
the plundering ralda of Geronim
and other Indlans, the fort kept
actlve through the years untll
the close of World War 11, when
it was turned over to the state.
It was re-actlvated at the begin.
hing of the Korean wir dnd was
an Impartant hase fof the tratning
of the Arlzona Natlonal Guard..
Although It has been, the oldest
military Installation in tontinuous
use In the entire nation, the fort
has always been anchored to a
shaky foundation. A few {lmes
1t was thought necessary to ahan-
don it for Jack of water but
trouble along thé border through|y,
the years kept it gnrrlaonEd. de
spite the climate. .
The army determine? tto Jeav
the fort in 1039 .and aftet.consid-
erable hnggllng. the war In Eu-
rope changed. some minds &nd
when the U. S.-entered the con.
flict, the Fort was the tralning|

, base for as many g 30600 st})\ldler:

at one time. .
s Closed In 1947 '

Tt wias in 1947 that General
Tisenhower, declded to pull the
army fiom the post. Desplie the
hue and cry In Arlzona, Pres!-
dent Truman announced that he
would not override his chlef of
staff In thé¢ declsioh and ‘Hua-
chuca was clored.”

AL that time Chehine bounly of-
ficials apnounced the 400-grave
military cemetery would bheé kept
up In perpetulty as an. higtorlcal
landmark.

When the Korean war expldded,
the rattle-snake Infested canyons
became {deal tralning areas for
‘troops and ,machines. Officets of
the army claimed the climate .and
- the terrain of the 76,000 acre hase
were much like Koren abd there
fore vrovidcd natural trainhig

grounds, n

When Fort Begnn ' -

But tlie hintory of the site really
began a long time ago, It was on
March 3, 1877, that Companles B
and M of the 6th U. 8. Cavalry
umdeg Cnpt, Samue! Marmaduke

i

a site that, wouki permll esxy be-
cess to the valleys of the Sonolta
and the Santa Cruz and stlll be
within m-lklng distance of Puertd
de las Mulns (Mule Pns al
Bisbee). N b
At 8 loqnuon well up A cnnyon
where acouting detachments oftert}
stopped overnight, Captain Whit-
side found the site he was secking.
There were & few old adobe huts
built by, prospectors and stltable:
for storing .supplies. A . arnnll
ouhtain stream provided driough!
waler for men and thetr animals]
This weé the humble be inhing

2(of the great milltary post..On JahJ

21, 1878, it was declared a. permd
nent cm;\p and supplies in bulk
werd red and shipped to the
outpost,- The feverlsh building
lcampalgn got under way and the
Frcscm name was prrmanently
nscribed on Feb. 9, 1882, accord:
Ing to the old records, L
Sherman Tidles wup .

In the apring of that vear, Gen-
eral Sherman visited the fort.
He roared around the place,
changing this and that, until he
was satisfled 1t looked llke, a
strdbg military post: Rut it was
not long after this, the pince was
rlmont washed away., The records

show the post recelved almost
40 inches of rzin In 60 days and,
nearly all the adobe bulldlng
were rulned,

Néw bulidings and contln\xou
changes through the years of war,
and peace made it by 1931 one o!‘
the most modern of 1. S. milltary;
posts. -1t had a permanent popula-|
tion. of, 400 persons.

Contsruction  men rolled up

thelr sleeves agaln In 1040 and the
prcnent fort emerged.

There haye beecn 129 command.
ing officers of the fort since its
founding and the present in Col.
Davld M. Dunne. One of the most

Whitside rode Into thé formidabie|
Iuarhuen motintatnd Jooking for

[amous s of the: post

wan Gene: John .T "Blnck'.hck','
Pershing, b * L. ’
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% I Formet :Sen.: Ethiest W, “
Y. Farland issued a statement Jdst
"L night criticizing 'plans to clpse
. Fort Huachuca and deplcting the
M, decision as a reversal of a com-
“mitment made to the Arlzona’
i\..congressional delegation last year
'\ by former Presid . Harrys s,
) Truman. © 4 o0
" The Department ‘of -the -Army
~ rdcently an;’wunced Fort§ I;ua-
thlea will, be,, close June 1 of
this year. ' ""-'“--.d‘"h;n‘%‘ka:"i‘v!

- McFarland ‘veviewed 'tnvestigd-

Mé- |

ariand:

' MAR'1 91953 s iolniad pict

"y

.
[
Y

RIS ST DR §;1 »‘5!r‘.’\!
thuea wili 9rily tean that Fort
Ord ilselt .will” be made: bigger.
Economy eannbt he the object

since the Investment at Fort Hua-
chup}g;mll!st‘_b.e'
Lyl . :
" THE : EX-SENATOR the
Investigatiori- last, Summeér cleatr-
ly. disclosed” & definite need for
Fort Huachlda .Bhd. thit nothing
would " be iacéomplished ‘by‘ con-
centratin

ratingial Myestment' on Fort
Ord and.;o

H

o

deactivation,
.by Arizona
he

tion of the previously proposed,

said, tevealed plans by the

nade last sumirier
congressmen, ‘which,

lheltgcallfornia instai-
lations. e T Al

" McFarland -declared’ Pfésldént
EiseAhowet 18 personally familiar
with Fort Huachuca and that he

- Yohin 'S, Sundt, Tuéson Copfr
! Fort Huachue

by the army on Junei.

1,034 buildings and 20 miles of
foadway  that were. tompletely
Inodernized in 1951, U

i “It's a shame to close 1t down,”
Sundt sald., “We did a lot of work
there to 'put it back iri usable
ghipe. It seems a crime; to aban-
don it , P

{ Sundt sald, “Included in the
k‘:ostly rehabilitation were two
farge swimming pools, two thea-
ters and a modern hospltal, com.
pletely equipped.” - S

P

F°7 o 5000 Foot Runway - !

1es: O
|

attor “whose b§n1pany.rehabilllated
a two years ago at a cost of
appointment Yesterday at,learning the histor

A skeleton crew.will be kept 6n the reserv

losing |
STAR ;- 5

uachuca

3

$5,000,000, éxpressed dis-
Ic post will be abandoned

atlon to keep up some

- |lines,

of the same year.

The training program will have|
fasted exactly 21 months,

United States taxpayers spent an
additional $11,000,000 on Fort 11na-
chuca in 1941 when it was rehal.
flitated’ to train: troops for World
War 11,

The project tncluded Installation
of a Diescl generating plant, 75
miles of sewer, water and gas
a steam laundry, hospital

- army to subordinate .Fort' Hua’

| . cthuca.to Fort Ord-in .Californjs
! -HZI.SAID' THESE - plans were
" vigorously opposkd by thé Atizona
congressional delegation and that|’

' through "the. ‘personal’‘intervens;
tion of Mr, Truman the ' Depart-
Mment‘ofADéIe'nse—-dec‘id'ed—tomla_ce‘
Fort Huachucd.on an egiial basis
with Installations if.Califofnia, -
“lL note that the most recent
announcement of the army makes
no mention of any plans to re:
! duce .the size' of, closg, or .de-
| activate any ‘defense installations |

i

. in the State of Califorria. In:my};
opinion deactivation of Fort Hua- !

.| the -Presi
lation. .

p
Arlzdha' shoiild’ Brin
thucai )
-of_PresidénttEisenhower-and g
thih-its permaj
yond. question,” 'McFarland - said,

along with others had acqualnteq
dent; with the need of
‘B-permanent ~1n§ta‘l‘-

R R SRR
the peoplé of
ng Fort Hua-.
‘to. the .petsonal’ attention

=Y

the, for

4Tt Bt Bl possible;

".Last bulldihg project to be com-
ipleted " at the Fort was, ' a new
alrport with a 5,000 foot ‘runway,
built by apmy engineer: aviation
units, ‘ R

' At dedication ceremonieg open-
Ing the airport Dec. 4, Col. Dayid

permanent ‘activation be-

M:—Dunne §3aid, “Information re-
ceived here a few weeks ago, to
the effect that this establishment

and. other units.

o Closed in 1944

In 1944, the post closed down
and sale of war surplus equipment
began. ‘. Hundreds of pounds of
aluminum, copper and brass were
sold as scrap. The highest bidders

-got—150—pounds—of —electiic 1 fehf|

bases, 1,250 pounds of storage hat
terfes, 1,000 flashlights and i

would continue on a
was the . best

n active hasis,

dreds of other and m
Items,

ore exprnTive

the post and
munities could

versed this dec
A force of s

post, Gov.
the Star,+ .

“'I hope the
| Sundt reflected,

Last week, -

Christmas present|

neighboring  com-
have received.”

army officials re-
isfom, "oy
ome 25 to 40 men.

will' be kept on to maintain- the
"Howard Pylé Informed

post 'lsl'”k.ep‘t uﬁ,’*
“It was in terrible

rishape when it
time.” : )
. Training Began
Reconstruction of the anclent
fort began in February, 1951 and
lwas completed just “before active
{training of several thousand en.
gineering troops began in August

. .

was rebullt the ldst
H P )
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Actually, closing down of the

fort this June was predicted as
long ago as last August when Brig.
Gen. Frank .E, Fraser, adjutant
general of the state of Arizona,
warned 1t might be closed by Jan.
uary, '1953. | .
" The: same day, Gov. Howard
Pyle told newsmen that it would
také a ot of pressure on Pentagon
officlalsto keep troops at the fort,
He gave the base only a 50-5Q
chance for survival,

“It certainly is a mark of e
business to build, dishaml, Lot
and then disband again.” Iie andu,
“The trouble s they don't appreci-
ate what we have out heve.! e |

1
l

i
[
i
"

Tsaid,after a telephone conversa-:
*.ttbn with Gen. Miles Reber, chief!

" legislation liaison officer at the

, repairs,

. : An army spokesman-said about
© $2% million was spent at Fort

A small  care-

"¢ taker crew, probably civilian, will
uildings and oth-

for maintenance
£b

doned nor sold, but will 'be main-{

“tained on a standby basis, .the
Huachuca after it was reopened

.delegation sdid.

in- 1950,

.- he placed on the post for main-
c‘or_;structiorg 0

: tenance, " . e

By

“ Pentagon, the army is cutting

. back 42 million square feet of
: barracks space within the. fiscal

Funds are being requested so

ber, the army is now deactivaging :
four more, and two installations

" have been completely washed

It Is Dait of an overall reduc-

" tlon program required by ‘fiscal
reduction, the governor said he
was informed.
that the installations investments
affected by the reduction can be

- "Si¥"Installations have been de-
. actlvated, starting last Novem-

out.,

; year

.
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