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SUBJECT: Annual Report of Medical Department Activities at Fort Huachucsg
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The Commending General, Services of Supply, War Department,
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Pursuent to instructions contained in Par. L, AR L0-1005 and Tirculer
Letter No. 168, Office of the Surgeon General, December 8, 1942, the following
narrative report is submitted:
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1. Early history of medical department activities:

xX%LLLEQW‘&v Following the Civil war the Territory of Arizond was beyond the
> A T 4 law and local peece officers were completely inadequate to cope -
~ F""l -} With the acts of white smugglers and desperados on the one hand
[:{ FEB 18]94 Efgand Indiens on the other. In an attempt to provide police of & .-
' T’L\ A:> sort, Compenies B and M, Sixth Cavalry, commanded by Capteins
ié_ AT W.e H. Whitside and . A. Refferty, were ordered to the Huathuca
o 20 Hountains %o protect the new settlers, maintain the neutrelity

of the Internationasl Boundary, and stop the marauding of the
Indians and desperados. '

Y

ting camp at the foot of Fuachuca Pesk, at Leat. 51° 12¢ K., Long,

33° 1,91 W, elevetion 5306 feet, the site of the present post; 59

airline miles SSE of Tucson and 22 miles SW of Tombstone, Arizona.
\ The first surgeon, 0. J. kddy, a Contract Surgeon, arrived on
Barch 25, 1877, and the first hospital consisted of two tents and

b AOﬁ."arch 3, 1877, they bivouaced at the site of an old wood-cut- ]

A two flies with a complement of "several" enlisted men. By 1879

R [P‘(U ¢ the cemp boasted seven stockade buildings with mud roofs, two

‘”?"' FER 1S 1943 \73 reme buildings with shingle roofs, end tentage. The hospital
MEDICAL BR. \-—hed expanded to four hospital tents, of which two were used for

rds and the others for storage and offices; wall tents served

s mess halls and kitchens. A dispensary of stockade 35 by 18

feet with two rooms completed the medical installation. The first

water supply was obtained from a creek running through the camp;

it was reported to be "of excellent quality.® By 1882 reports of

. the achievemente of the gerrison had reached ashington, and in
that year General W. T. Sherman inspected the camp. Following
this trip, the cemp was redesignated Fort Huachuca, and eppropria-
tions for permsnent construction were authorized. & 25 bed Fframe
hospital was one of the projects of this construcfion program,
and Contract Surgeon Leonard A. Wood, one of the first to command
it.
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The Fort was & training center during the war with Spain and
when iMexican revolutlonaries became active during the next few
venrs, the Fourth and Sixtn Cavelry were reassirmed to the

Fort in 1910 and the tempo reached a new peek of ectivity. The
next year a permesnent water supply system was constructed, con-
sisting of seven miles of collecting pipe line to springs in
the canyons and & 250,000 gellons mesonry reservoir supplemen- .
ting the 4,000 gellon tank previously in use and still existing
necr Carnahan Hell., In 1912 the supply wes augmented by en
eight inch well in She mouth of Garden Cenyon, provided with an
air ITft pump which produced 50,000 gallons per day.

Al<shough Negro troops had long been present on tThe Fort, it was
not until December, 191%, thet the 10th Cavalry, commanded by
Colonel Gresham, took over the Fort which then became completely
gerrisoned by colored troops for the first time. In the next
year a 52 bed freite annex to the existing hospital became neces-
‘sary. Three years leter the Tenth joirded Pershirg's Punitive
Expedition into Lexico af'ter Pancho Villa, ©0 _return in February,
1917, where they remained for the duration of World Jar I om

t

‘border petrol duty assisted by the 25th Infantry, recemtly re-
turned from Hawaili, who were stationed at Camp Stephen D. Little,
Nogales, Arizona, the present site of & recreation camp.' Greadual
increase in populetion made it necessary by 1919 to bring several
more springs into the water supply system. A new era began in
1928, when a battalion of the 25th Infantry was assigned from

Camp Little; the Tenth Cevalry left the Fort in September, 1931,
and the other battalion of the 25th joined the regiment two years

. later. The 25th maintained its traditional etate of training,

and when war clouds over Europe cast their shadows over the Hua-
chucas, it furnished cadres for its third battelion and hesvy
weapons company eerly in 1941 end in March of the same year for
the reactivated 368th Infantry. '

In enticipation of expansion construction was begun QOctober 1,
1940 of = 196 bed cantonment type freme hospital on & 250 bed
basis three miles east ol ThHe S1te O Captain Jhitside's bivouac,
end on lay 19, 1941, the 60 year old hospitel with its 30 year
old anmex was apandoned ior medical uses &nd thne new hospital in
the centonment since designeted as Stetion Hospitel No. 2, was
formally opened. This hospital contains 25 buildings, including
quatters, dentel clinic, boiler house, morgue, warehouses and a
Fed Cross Building, as i1s shown in Appendix I. 1ithin five months
it hed become insufficient capacity, and even before construction
of additional hospitalization was begun it was necessary to use
two old barracks three miles away on the Post proper as wards for
venereel patients.

Then the mctivation of the 93rd Infantry Division became certain,
plans were received for a 551 bed hospital on & 675 basis. Based
on a recommendation of the Post Surgeon these plans were expanded
to cover the full 676 beds and a PY-1 Building was authorized at

The seme time. Building was started on January l, 1942 to forma
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(&) The buildings are of frame, of standard color. Drain-
ege is excellent.Bs vegetetion will not grow without
the use of large quentities of water which is not avai-
N lable, landsceping consists {or the most part of rock
wells and cacti. The units sre adequate and suiteble
{for the uses for which they were designed.
L b, Vieter Supply:

: The weter supply now in use is cual, consisting of the system

P heretofore outlined plus five wells at the ezstern edge of the-

; cantonment. Storage of Oy million gallons above the 0ld Post
and Ly million gallons above sthe cantonment is possible; this re-
presents a three day supply and is adequate for fire protection.
One hundred and ten gellons of weter per capita were used in 1942
and &t the present time not over 50 percent of the avajlable
capscity of the water svstem is utilized. No treatment other

: then chlorinetion is given the water, -that from the springs being
| chlorineted as it enters the reservoir while the well water is

| : treated at the pumps which elevate it to storage. t is bacteriolo-
cically potable after chlorinastion; water from the well is pot-

; able rew while that from the springs is contaminated roughly helf

’ ~ of the time.

¢+ Bathing facilities:

Bathing facilities are adequate. Shower heads are available in
‘ ‘ the ratio of 66 per thousand men and there is ample hot wafer.

Two smell swimming pools exist on the 0ld Post and are not avai-
Teble to the bulk of tne men. These are fili-end-draw and are e
menuelly chlorineted; weter from their dreinsge is used for irri-' &
cation of trees and shrubs. '

d . Laundr'y' N

The hospital laundry is done by the Post Quartermaster Laundry,
where the service is satisfactory. Repairs are nede by the Med-
ical Supply Officer, who employs civilian seamstresses. The cost:
per patient day in 192 was £0.,118 for leundry elone, not in-
cluding depreciation of linen.

9., Food and Messing, Garbage and Waste Disposal:

8. The food supply is adequete end operation of the messes is satis-
factory. Vegetables and fresh fruits are procured from the Phoenix
narkets and brought to the Post by the wholesaler, and staples and
meats are obtainable at reasonable cost from the Quartermaster.

The money allowance is sufficient and no difficulty has been ex-
perienced in procuring food in ample Variety end guantity. Contin
usel &nd extreme mMEasures &re necessery to prevent the waste offood.

b. Master menus are prepared by the senior mess officer and after
aporoval of the Post Surgeon are used in both hospitals. He has
a dietitian on his staff and the services of the Post Food and
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