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B.—Position and distribution of troops, by departments, taken from

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

MAJOR-GENERAL COMMANDING THE ARMY.

the latest returna on file in the Ajutant-General's Office, 1897—Continued.

105

Posts.

Situations.

Commanding oflicer.

AGGREGATE.

Lins.

jutants.

ngineers.
ental chupl
entlnl ad]
tal quartermasters.

Lins,

i

imen

egim
-
2
el

]

I8

Ordnanc¢o Department.
S

Medical Department.
Pay Dopurtment.
Corps of I&

Post chaplains.
Colonels.
Licutenant-colonels.
Capl

Ro

Tte,

)

l Subsistence Departmont.

| Mujors.

Subalterns.

tal staft officers.

d.
ed.

cotumission:

COIMINISSIoON

men

o
=

1ins.

Genoral and statl ollicars.
Commigsioned oflicers.

Subalterns.
Enlistod men.

Tield and re,
Total

Amrrogate.
Capt

Enlisted men.

rofrate.

&9

r

A

Depariment of the
Alissouri—Cont'd.

Tort Leavenworth,
Kans.
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Total Department of the Colorado...
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Col. D. W. Benham, Tth
Inf.
Maj. C. S. Xlsley, 9th Cav.
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174 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR,

As previously mentioned, my inspection of posts has been confined,
thus far, to Forts Douglas, Du Chesne, Graunt, Huachuca, the subpost
of San Carlos, with visits to Fort Logan, where the inspection of troops
bas been deferred for the reason that some portion of the garrison hag
been absent engaged in target practice at Colorado Springs during
almost the entire season, T am unable to make intelligent criticism on
the posts of Forts Bayard, Wingate, Apache, aund Whipple Barracks,
bub expect to make the prescribed annual Jjourney to them within g
short time. :

At all the posts visited myinspections extended to troops, their instrue-

tion, discipline and efficiency, to particulars in methods of administra-
tion, to buildings, supplies, water advantages or privileges, and sanitary
conditions. At all I found organizations well instructed and eflicient,
and observed in a number of instances marked proficiency in a knowl-
edge of drill regulations, denoting careful teaching on the part of
officers. Also expertness in athletic exercises.

The clothing furnished is serviceable and sabisfactory, although in
the mafter of foot wear complaints are heard of the weight and stiff:

ness of the shoe. The troops are very generously subsisted—the.

articles comprising the ration, whicli are of excellent quality, being
supplemented by Iarge subsistence purchases from exchange profits.

‘Their health has been good. Deducting from the sick list all cases of

accidental injury and those in which diseases were not contracted in
line of duty, the sick rate continues light. The conduct of the troops
(and here I reter to all the troops of tha command), if judged by trials,
punishments, and desertions, has been measurably satistactory. An
tucrease at some of the larger posts in summary courb trials is observed,
also a slight increase in cases brought before general courts. The per-
centage of desertions to mean enlisted strength which for 1896 was 3.93
is for the year closing with Junelast 3.58. Tor more particular informa-
tion on these subjects, I respectfully invite attention to the annexed
reports of the chief surgeon and judge-advocate of the department,
and especially to the recommendations therein contained in which T
coneur,

But again confining my rewmarks to the posts which I have inspected,
I fonnd the quarters of officersin fair condition generally, needing Bes
small expenditures of money (the money has recently been furnished
by the Quartermaster-General) to make them comfortable. The bar-
racks at Forts Douglas and Gravt ave poorly constructed and inade-
nuate, and some of them are much out of repair.  Sufficient funds have
lately been given the post authorities to make them as suitable for the
coming year as they have been at any time in the past; bnt if these
posts are long continued as military stations, new barracks will become
a necessity, Ifort Du Chesne was constructed to accommodate six com-
Panies and has a garrison of two cavalry- troops. Slight repairs are
needed and.the money to make them is available. The same remark as
o repairs is applicable to Fort Huachuea, though the buildings are of
better eonstruction. All of these posts, with the exception of Fort
Du Chesne, have at time suffered on account of inadequate water sup-
ply. Improvement in this respect can be made at all. ” The command-
ingofficer of Fort Douglas is now engaged in perfecting a system which
promises improvement. Torts Grant and Huachuea are experimenting
and improving their systems and some money, not yet received, with
which to purchase material, will be ieeded to continue the worl.
‘ther matters connected with these posts, which might be deemed of

MAJOR-GENERAL COMMANDING THE ARMY. 175

. BES._ importance, and those affairs of posts not yet inspected which

require atteution, will be comm unicated m.a future Hvoiogm..

The reports of officers :pﬂ:% charge of a:.w several m_npm departments
at these headquarters for the fiscal year ending June 30 Em.a are here-
with submitted. They show the character and extent of business trans-
acted in the separate divisions of administration and supply, together
with all expenditures attending the sawme, aud to them I would H.cmcmon.
fully refer for much valnable information nob found in this report. Cer-
tain subjects which they discuss or mention will probably be brought to
the attention of superior authority when a more intimate knowledge of
departmental affairs enables me to do so. :

./.ﬂg..vﬁme‘_,umnﬁh.c.:vd I, S, O118
. . ]

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

The ADJUTANT-GENERAL UNITED STATES ARMY,
Washington, D. C.

REPORT OF BRIG. GEN. J. J. COPPINGER.

HEADQUARTERS DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE,
Omaha, Nebr., September 1, 1897.
Sir: The following report, submitted in ucooa.,z_.c/@ izm your letter
of August 14, contains a general account of the affairs of the depart-
ment from the date of the Tendition of my last annuoal report up to 9@.
present time, though covering, as regards the busiuess of the staft
departments at these headqunarters, the year ended July 31. On May
4, 1897, Lieut. Col. James M. Marshall assumed the duties of chiet
quartermaster of the department,which had been relinquished by EE..
Daniel D. Wheeler on March 17, Capt. Samuel R, Jones acting as chiet
quartermaster during the interval, 4 .
The only change in the troops has been the accession to the garrison
of Fort Robinson, Nebr., on August 18, 1897, of the two troops of the
Sixth Cavalry, which, under Capt. George S, Anderson, Sixth Cavalry,
bad been on duty for about five years in the Yellowstone National Park.
The march by which this change of station was effected led overaroute
639 miles long, and was accomplished without noteworthy incident in
thirty-six marching days, men and hovses arriving in good condition.
The organizations now serving in the mocp_.s.:m:n. comprise twenby-
four compaunies of infantry and eigliteen troops of cavalry, also the
headquarters of three regiments of the former and two regiments of
the latter arm. Their distribution among the several posts, as shown
in the roster appended to the report of the :@.Ea.::ﬁ.m.m:.owﬁ o’ the
department, I regard as judicious, both from the poiut of view of their
availability for actual service and of their military instruction, the two
objects of most importance. - . )
The troops have not been engaged in active operations of any kind
the past year. A. squadron of the Ninth Cavalry at IFort Robinson,
consisting of four troops filled to 60 mounted men each, was, however,
actually placed on a train of cars on July 1, with orders to proceed to
Hailey, Idaho, 992 miles distant, to protect life and property against
F%pzmv reported as committing depredations in the region known as
amas Prairie, about 20 miles to the northwest. The report upou
Which, under instructions from the War Department, I directed this

USF200000256



QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL. © 871

Expenditures awthorized for water supply, sewerage, plumbing, and drainaye; also for
roads, wallss, gradinyg, bridges, whurves, cle., chargeable to the appropriation for army
transporiction.

Witor
supply,
HoWOTg,
plumbing,
and
drainago.,

Roads,
walky,
weding, 1 Wharves.,
bridges,
cle.

Miscollu-
neous.

Tort ams .. $2, 8740, 47 $L10. 48 $25, $64. 00
Aleat#nz Islund. 1, 835. 74 247, HY
Angel Taland . . 1, 020. N 5.2 2, 380. 00
TFort Apache 1 6,807, 8
Arlington, Va. .
Tory Assinnibolne .

Tort Barrancas ..
Tort Bayard

Bazile Crook, Nebr
Benicia Burracks .-
Bismarels, N, Dak
Yort Bliss

Poise Barracle-
ForbBrady .-
Fort Brown.

Fort Canby .
Trors Clark
Tort Clinel
Columbus Bz

Tort Colnumbus

‘ Fort Croolk ..

5 Fort Custer.......
Tort D. A. Russell
Tort Dolaware. .-
Denvor, Colo. ..

Trort Donglay. .

Tort Duchesne

Camp Eaglo Pass

Tort Ethan Allen.

Tinns Point, N.J.

Governors Inland?

Yort Granb

Tort Hamilton.

Trort Hancocl -

Tort ITarvison e
ol Springs Army and Navy Hospital.
Fort Huachuen . ooorcvemnaa e ians
Jackson Barracks

Jellerson Barracks. .

Joflorsonville Dopot .

Tort Keogh..

Key West Ba

Fort Leavonworlh ...

Fort Logan II. Roots

Tort Logan

Louisville, Ky ..

Madison Barracks .

Tors Macon

Yort Mason.

Tort Mellenry

York Melntosh. .

Tort McePherson

Fort Meado. ..

Tort Missoula

Tovt Monroo

Niobrara River, No
Tort Omaha ..
Tort Ontario
Philadelphia Depot

" Fort Pickeny, Pla..
Plattsburg Barracks
TFort Popham, Mo.. -1-
Tort Porter . 2, 219, .
Tort Proble . . . .| 1,051.04
Presidiool SanTrancisco. -- . 43, 3. 515. 00
Tort Rono .. . . . 3,25
Tort Riloy ... , 822, 476, . . 2,27
Fort Ringgold . k

Jort Robingon.

St Francis Barr

St Louis, Mo

Tort Sam Ilouston
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‘injuries.

460 REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

both rates a little higher than the average. The high rate of admission
at Fort Clark was ocoasioned by diarrhea, boils and abscesses, injuries,
and venereal diseases. Diarrheal cases equaled 301.89 per thousand of
strength, as compared with the army rate of 80.02; boils and abscesses,
918.33, as compaved with 42; injuries, 471.70, as compared with 279, 755
and venereal cases, 121.30, as compared with 78.08, ~The nounefficiency
at Camp Bagle Pass was caused by injuries, boils and abscesses, vac-
cinia and typhoid fever, and particularly by venereal cases, which added
10.37 to the rate, instead of the army average of 5.26. At Iort Meln-
tosh, also, the large noneflficiency was mainly the result of venereal
infection, the rate for which alone amounted to 22.36, equivalent to more
constant sickness than was oceusioned at Fort Bliss by all diseases and
At Fort Brown a marked increase in the rates for venereal
diseases, alcololism, neuralgia, rheamatism and myalgia, diarrhea,
typlioid fever, and injuries made up the.sum of the excess of the
constant sickness over that of the Army asa whole.

But for the two posts, Fort Sam Houston and IFort Bliss, the rates
of this department would have been much higher than they are. The
excellent medical records of these posts offset the bad records of the
others. The admission rate at Fort Sam Houston was 300.31, the con-
stant sickness, 27.70, while the corresponding rates at Fort Bliss were

945 and 21.31.

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLORADO.

zeported strength, 3,072, Admission rate, 1,117.51; rate of nonefli-
ciency, 32.11; discharge rate, 11.72; deathrate, .18, These rates differ
but little from the average of the Army. Tort Wingate, N. Mex., is the
only post in this department with a decidedly bad mediegl record . for
the year, as compared with the general urmy record, its adinission
rate being 1,570.75 and its noueftective rate 46.4+ The excess of
admissions was due to an increased prevalence of tonsillitis, diarvrhea,
brouchitis, rhenmatism and myalgia, and injuries, while the excess ot
noneffectiveness was attributable to the same causes with, in addition,
a high rate for typhoid fever and for heart disease, of which last there
were four cases, with one discharge for disability and one death. Tort
Logan, Colo., and Fort Huachuca, Ariz., had both rates higher than the
staudard of the Army for the year. There was an excess of diarrheal
and veneredl cases at both posts, with, in addition, at Fort Huachuca,
aun excess of injuries and rheumatism and myalgia. The frequency of
injuries at Fort Grant nised the rates of this post somewhat above the
average. : ’

The other posts in this department had excellent rates, the best
admission rate being that recorded at Tort Apache, wwimw.qm,».am“

" nearly one-half of which was caused by injury, and the best rate of

constant sickness, 21.25, at Fort Bayard, N. Mex.
DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA.

g

‘oy, 24.02; discharge rafe, 7.15; death rate, 3.90; all of which are
‘elow the average of the Army for .the year. These low rates
ad from & generally lessened prevalence of all diseases and inju-
~cept venereal diseases, for which the admission rate was 717.32,

. @eonstantly nonetfective, 5.25, as compared with the correspond-
- rates, 78.08 and 5.26. The small post, San Diego Barracks,

+e ponefiicient rate owing to the prevalence of venereal diseases

2eported mdw.ouw&F 1,539. Admission rate, 762.18; rate of noneffi-

SURGEON-GENERAL. 461

“and rheumatism and ?n o.oodi.obom of o c.,noﬁoz ged case om&ﬁboaoioﬂm
of the lung. The Presidio of San Irancisco had an admission rate of
994,63 and & nonefficient rate of 30.15. All the other posts had smaller
rates, the lowesb admission rate, 52344, having been recorded by Angel
Tsland, with & noneflicient rate of 21.56, and the lowest mo:a,_,roai rate,
13.96, by Benicia Barracks, with an admission rate of 540.67.

DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA.

Admission rate, 880.62; nonefficient rate,
08.73; discharge -ate, 7.38; death rate, 2.01. 4.29.@& diseases were
less irequent in this department than H.:.Qi:ﬁ:;:m_w bub p.m:mg excess
of injuries and such diseases as tonsillitis, alcoholism, colic and constl-
pation, boils and abscesses, rheumatism and myalgia raised the adwis-
gion and nonefficient rates above those of the latter .QEE.ZBQR.. No
post in the Department of the Oolumbia had an admission rate higher
“than thab of the Avrmy, and Fort Walla Walla was the only one which
had a nonefficient rate ubove the ary average. The admission rates
varied from & maximum of 1,039.37 ab the post just mentioned to &
- minimum of T34.0t at Trort Canby, and the nonelficient rates from 41.4%
ot Fort Walla Walla to 29 52 ot Vancouver Barracks. Venereal affec-
~tions and injuries occasioned the relatively high rates at Iorb Walla
“Walla. -

THE HIGILEST AND LOWEST RA’

The Jargest admission rates for the year were reported from Wash-
ington Barracks, . C., and Fort AMyer, Va., 2,250.71 aud 2,250. respec-
tively, per thousand of strength. These 6wo posts have had Ligh rates
for a numbev of years; malarial infection was_ the principal cause of
these high rates. An investigation was made during the past year by
Surg. W. Reed, who concluded that the favers ab both posts were to be
“attributed to the marsh lands of the Potomac valley. His report was
published in my last aunual report, page 60. MThe malarial rate cou-
" tinued high at Washington Barracks during the past year, but the
cases ab Fort Myer were relatively not so numerous. These two posts,
S *althongh heading the list of sickness as represented by frequency of
i admissions, take only the twelfth and the ffteenth place, respectively,
when the posts ave arranged in order of nonefiiciency from sickness.
Tollowing Fort Myer in frequency of entries on the sick report are
Tort Clark, and Camp Eagle Pass, Tex., each with over 1,900 entries
per thousand of strength; Fort Slocun, N. Y., and Fort D. A. Russell,

Wryo., with over 1,600, and Forb Riley, Kaus., Fort Monroe, Va., Jef
- ferson Barracks, Alo., Tort Wingate, N. Mex., and Fort Barrancas, Ila.,
with over 1,500, The causation of these rates has already been stated
in discussing the health of the departments. Jefferson Barracks, Mo,
had the highest rate, 67.23,.0f constant sickness, although only ninth in

order of frequency of admissions. This was owing to the prolonged
- duration of its fever cases, malarial and byphoid. Two other posts,
Camp Bagle Pass and Tort McIntosh, Tex., had a constant sickness of
“over 60 per thousand of strength. Three posts, Fort Barrancas, Fla.,
Fort Thomas, Ky., and San Diego Barracks, Cal.,, had each over 5 per
-. cent of constant nonefficiency. Tollowing these in the order of dimin-
_ishing rates are TForts Clarlk and Brown, Tex., Fort Wingate, N. Mex.,,
5 Tort Grools, Nebr., Fort Monroe, Va., and Washivgton Barracks, D. C.,
o ith o rate of 44,51 for the year. Tort Yellowstone, Wyo., had
. the best medical record during the year, it having had the lowest
‘adwission and nonefficient rates, with no death and no discharge. Its

Reported strength, 1,491,
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