
Fort Huachuca in 1912

During the year that Woodrow Wilson was elected as the 28th President
Arizona becan the 48th state the fecral government decided to intervene in
Nicaragua to restore order there and Army engineers raised the
battleship Maine from the bottom of Havana harbor things were beginning to get
interesting at Fort Huachuca on the exican border

The fort located in the picturesque Huachuca Mountains was one of the
survivors of the Apache campaigns in Arizona With the Indian wars ended the
Army decided to close most of the military posts in Arizona and to consolidata
its forces at just few strategic locaticns Fort Huachuca was one of these
locations owing to its proximity to the Mexican border

The revolution in Mexico was spreading fast and by 1911 internal conflicts
led to increasing incidents along the border President William Howard Taft
was alarried that the Mexican revolution would spill over the border and ordered
more troops to the southwest As the only permanent military installation on
the border west of El Paso Fort Huachuca became the nuclecs for patrolling and
logistic operations during the next several years Satellite outposts sprang
up all alcng the border at Douglas Naco and Nogales

As 1912 began new commander just graduated from the War College arrived
at the fort He was Lieutenant Colonel Jacob Gaibraith 4th Cavalry An
old Indian fighter he gruated from West Point in the same year 1877 that
Camp Huachuca was found/ed Now he would be faced with different kind of
military challenge--patro11ing rugged and uneasy border

The tension at Fort Huachuca can be felt in this news story datelined
Tucsori September 1912 Because of the situation on the Mexican border all
the United States troops at Fort Huachuca were ordered to move tommorrow
morning One troop will go to Elgin on the Nogales railroad Another to
Patagonia mining camp east of Nogales and third to the International line
near Douglas where it is feared trouble may be caused by organized men and
cowboys eager to go to Canara where they will defend Americans in event of
rebel attack

But rebels and combative cowboys were not the only troublemakers that
Colonel Galbraith had to contend with as another story appearing in the
Tombstone in that same year attests Two Fort Huachuca soldiers
after imbibing too freely of Douglas firewater hired an auto at Douglas earlythis morning for joyride Bisbee When out 10 miles the chauffeur was
forcibly relieved of his post being tied hand and foot and left beside the
road while the reckless soldiers in the spirit of dare deveiltry appropriatedthe machine and proceeded across country presumably to the Fort The
chauffeur succeeded in extricating himself and reported the bold affair to the
officers The soldiers were overtaken at Hereford arrested and held pendingthe arrival of Sheriff Wheeler who left this morning to bring the prisoners andmachine to Ibmbstone They were brought here this afternoon Investigation
showing that there was no malicious intent and both were accordingly released
returning to the Fort

Later that same year another man arrived at the railroad siding atHuachuca with boxcar filled with his farming implements livestock and some
provisions He was Oliver Fry who with his two sons Tom and Erwin would take
up farming outside Fort Huachucas gate The small community that would
eventually grow up around his homestead would be incorporated as Fry and laterbkriown as SiØ-ra Vista Arizor


