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The National Forests of the United States

The following listing has been compiled from the Establishment and Modification of
National Forest Boundaries: A Chronologic Record, 1891-1973, by S. La Jacono (U. S. Forest
Service, Division of Engineering, 1973); the U. S. Forest Service’s National Forest Areas (1905-
1966) and its sequel, National Forest System, published annually since 1966; annual reports of
the chief, U. S. Forest Service and its predecessors, the Division of Forestry (1886-1901) and the
Bureau of Forestry (1902-1903); the U. S. Geological Survey’s Annual Reports (1897-1900); and
from information supplied by the Office of Administrative Management, U. S. Forest Service,
Washington, D.C.

The listing shows the establishment, change of name, or discontinuation of every forest
reserve and national forest created since 1891, along with the legal citation for each action and
the effective date of each proclamation, executive order, public law, or other order. In 1907, an
act of Congress redesignated forest reserves as national forests.

The acreage for each forest is given at the time of establishment and on September 30,
1981. Until 1913, only the gross acreage is documented even though private and state lands were
within forest boundaries. After 1913, all lands except those administered by the Forest Service
are noted under “other.” Purchase unites are not included. Only changes in the name of the forest
or its discontinuation either as a name or as a forest due to consolidation, transfer, or abolishment
are shown. Thus the name of a forest can be traced by not necessarily its boundaries, which in
any case were usually subject to numerous minor modifications. Details of such boundary
adjustments, additions, and eliminations may be found in Jacono’s publication.

There are four levels of organization within the Forest Service: national headquarters,
regional offices, forest supervisor’s offices, and ranger districts. Since 1960, the supervisor’s
offices have been the basic long-range planning unit. They also provide supervisory,
administrative, training, and specialist assistance to the ranger districts. The size of the
supervisory administrative units has often been adjusted for efficiency and effectiveness. In most
cases, two or more forests are administratively combined and assigned to one supervisor’s office.
Only one forest, the Tongass in Alaska, has been split; it is presently administered by three
supervisory units. Since these combinations do not change the formal individual names of the
forests, or their boundaries, or the goods and services produced, there has been no need for
congressional action regarding them. The twenty-four administrative combinations listed here
are those in effect as of 1981. Previous adjustments are not listed unless they involved
presidential or congressional action.

In 1981, there were a total of 155 national forests administered from 121 supervisors’

offices. These forests totaled 223,378,106 acres, 186,441,602 acres of which were national forest
lands.
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Definitions

EO

PLO

Proc

Stat

Executive Order. A presidential order having the force of law, usually dealing with the
administrative details of the activities and services of the executive departments and
independent establishments.

Federal Register. Created by the Federal Register Act of 1935 and consisting of daily
publication containing executive orders and proclamations and the rules and regulations
of the executive agencies that have general applicability and legal effect.

Public Land Order. An order regarding public lands made by the secretary of the interior
under the authority of EO 9146 (1942), EO 9337 (1943), EO 10355 (1952), and the
Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976.

Proclamation. A presidential order with the force of law usually dealing with matters of
general interest.

U.S. Statutes at Large. Includes acts and resolutions of Congress as well as presidential
proclamations and agreements. The first number refers to the volume and the second to
the page. Thus, 36 Stat 2729 reads volume 36, page 2729.
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