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MULTIPLE-USE SUSTAINED-YIELD ACT OF 1960

16 US.C. §§ 528-531, June 12, 1960.

Overview. This Act declares that the purposes of the national forest include outdoor recreation, range,
timber, watershed and fish and wildlife. The Act directs the Secretary of Agriculture to administer
national forest renewable surface resources for multiple use and sustained yield.

Findings/Policy. The policy of Congress is that national forests are established and administered for
outdoor recreation, range, timber, watershed, and fish and wildlife purposes. This Act is intended to
supplement these purposes. The Act does not affect the jurisdiction or responsibilities of the states, the
use or administration of the mineral resources of national forest lands, or the use or administration of
federal lands not within the national forests. § 528.

Selected Definitions. Multiple use: management of all the renewable surface resources of the national
forests to meet the needs of the American people. Sustained yield: achievement and maintenance of a
high-level regular output of the renewable resources of the national forest without impairment of the
land's productivity. § 531.

Authorization. The Secretary of Agriculture (Secretary) must develop and administer the renewable
surface resources of the national forests for multiple use and sustained yield of the various products and
services obtained from these areas. The Secretary must give appropriate consideration to the relative
values of the resources of particular areas. The Act authorizes the Secretary to cooperate with interested
state and local governmental agencies and others in developing and managing the national forests. §§
529 and 530.
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