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POWERS GARDEN (VIA TORTILLA TRAIL
#254)

If an overnight backpack into a remote wilderness to a picturesque forest cabin appeals to you,
then you'll like this hike.

HOW TO GET THERE
This hike is located near Safford, AZ.

To get to the trailhead: from the Phoenix area, take HWY-60 East toward Globe. In Globe, take
HWY-70 South East towards Safford. From Safford, take HWY 191 South for 17 miles to the HWY-
266 junction, Take HWY-266 towards Bonita and Ft. Grant, driving for 19 miles to the Aravaipa
Road. Take this well graded dirt road 19 more miles to the well signed junction with FR 253
towards the Deer Creek Trailhead. This dirt road is more rocky and requires a high clearance
vehicle. After 8.4 miles of driving on this road, you will see the trailhead parking on your right
(not clearly signed, so keep an eye out for it). The trailhead has no water, so bring your own.

RATING
Be Aware of: Route finding, Black Bears

35 yr old Recommendation: The solitude of this hike, as well as Powers Garden, more than

compensate for the tough hiking. | really enjoyed this hike and especially the cabin at Powers
Garden. Thisisa Strenuous hike.

DETAILS

Elevation change: about 1400 ft climbing and 1400 ft descending each way.
Distance: To Powers Garden is 8.7 miles one way.

Time: It took us about 7 hours to hike to Powers Garden, and about 6 hours to hike back to the
trailhead. We stayed at the Cabin overnight for a total of 2 days.

Time of year: Best time would be Spring or Fall. This hike would be doable in Summer (HOT!) or
Winter (as long as the roads are clear and no inclement weather is around).

Solitude: Fantastic. We didn't see another person for two days. Even the drive to the trailhead is
remote.

Map: Link here

The hike to Powers Garden has a number of highly desired features that make it worthwhile.
The solitude in the Galiuro Wilderness is tough to beat. The views along the trail of Mount
Graham and Rattlesnake Canyon are impressive. The possibility of viewing wildlife is good, with
Black Bears, Mountain Lions, and White Tailed Deer all making this area their home. There are a
number of reliable (and pretty) springs in this area. However, perhaps the strongest reason for
this hike is to experience the Powers Garden area itself.

Some things you should keep in mind about this hike before taking off. Route finding skills are a
must here. There are a number of places that the trail may fade away and there are several
confusing trail signs. Also, the trail shown in the Garmin 1999 Topo map (data version 2.0) shows
either the wrong trail location or an old, no longer used trail (I suspect the former). The map
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