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SUBJECT:  Renewable Resources Extension Act (RREA) Funds Distribution for FY 2004

The Renewable Resources Extension Act (RREA) allocation to States for fiscal year (FY) 2004 is
attached The Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service (CSREES)
FY2004 appropriation is $4,040,022, a decrease $476,429 or 10.5%. As a result all institutions

and programs will receive a reduced amount in FY 2004. Specifically, the allocation process

resulted in.

. A 10% reduction in the base allocation to the 1862 Land-Grant Institutions.

. A 10% reduction in the allocation to the 1890 Land-Grant Institutions and the 1862 Land-
Grant Institutions in the Insular Areas and the District of Columbia.

. A 10% reduction in the National Focus Funds.

Our intent with this allocation process is to: 1) be consistent with the law, 2) apply the 10%
reduction as evenly as possible across all institutions, and 3) retain the National Focus Funds
which have supported a National Web-Based Learning Center for Private Forest and Rangeland
Owners which will soon “go live” on the internet.

The Sustainabie Forestry Qutreach Initiative (SFOL) continues to be a component of the current
Farm Bill legislation that re-authorized RREA. This initiative directs RREA-eligible institutions
to educate landowners concerning;

“(1) The value and benefit of practicing sustainable forestry.

(2) The importance of professional forestry advice in achieving sustainable forestry objectives.
(3) The variety of public and private sector resources available to assist landowners in planning
for and practicing sustainable forestry

To comply with the legislative amendment we ask you to incorporate a sustainablity message in
vour RREA programs.

With the release of the five-year RREA Strategic Plan by the Extension Committee on
Organization and Policy (ECOP) Forestry Task Force, 1 ask that, in lieu of submitting an FY2004
Plan of Work for RREA, that you consider your RREA programs in the context of the strategic
tssues that were identified by the Cooperative Extension System and how you will utilize the
Federal funds to address these issues over the next few years. We intend to use the Strategic Plan
to invest in the specified RREA program priorities for the next five years. Working in concert
with the Task Force. we will ensure that you arid vour program leaders receive copies of this plan.
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In addition to the priority natural resources issues, there are several ECOP-recommended actions
related to program leadership, management, and accountability. In concert with the
Administration’s emphasis on budget and performance integration and the criticality of
scrutinizing Federally tunded programs to determine value and impact, we are examining the
current accountability process for RREA to determine where additional emphasis is needed. This
process will involve the ECOP Forestry Task Force and the Cooperative Extension System as we
scek to find program accountability processes that are efficient, cost-effective, and
comprehensive  In the short term, you will be asked by the RREA Program Manager to provide
an Annual Report of Accomplishments for FY2004 and the timing of that will hopefully
correspond 10 the preparation of your other FY2004 reports

The RREA Budget Form for FY 2004 is attached. Please complete and return by July 15, 2004,
10!

Regular Mail Overnight Express

Funds Management Funds Management

Office of Extramural Programs Office of Extramural Programs
CSREES-USDA CSREES-USDA

STOP 2298 Waterfront Centre, Room 2235
1400 Independence Avenue, SW 800 9" Street, SW
Washington. D.C. 20250-2298 Washington, D.C. 20024

If you have any questions about the RREA program, please contact Eric Norland, National
Program Leader, Natural Resources and Environment Unit, at (202) 401-5971 or via e-mail at
enorland(@csrees.usda.gov. If you have any fiscal questions, please contact Arnita Cross, Staff’
Accountant, Funds Management, at (202) 401-8982 or via e-mail at across@csrees.usda.gov.

Attachments
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Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service
Renewable Resources Extension Act (RREA) tiocation for FY 2004

FY 2004
fnstitutions Allocation
Auburn University 98,822
Alabama A & M University 11250
Tuskegee University 11250
Jowversity of Alaska - Fairtanks 84,575

eioily Of Arizana 73,494
ersity of Arkansas 86.158

ersity Of Arhansas - Pune Bluff
ty of Calfornia

Tedcra 3o State University
SULTLIGICTH

ware

Ui

de A& M Unrversty
Cersity of Georta
n Vatey Stawe Unersity
Jraversity of Guam
Uinversiy of mawai
U ersity of igaho
Jiersity of tunois
“urdue University
iowa State: Universiy
<ansas State Unwersny
JUniversiy of Kentucky
<entucky State University
-asiana State Universs,
Southern Universiy
sity of ‘kana
ny of Maryiana - Coltege Park
Unise-sity of Maryland - Eastern Shixe
Jrwersrty of Massachussets
“Lehigan State Unversity
Jniversity of M nnesota
AMissisippi State University
S'corn State Lowvers::
Uniersity of Missoun
Linceln Universay
Maontana State Unnversey
University of Nebraska
J nversity of Nevada
Jaiversity of New Humuoshire
Ratgers Universis,
Nezve Mex:co State Univers:ty
Torel Univers §y
Ntk Carobnn State wrversiy
thozh Carolni & A T State University
terh Daxota Jnieersity

e ersity
RPanasyivana State Umversits
University of Puente Rica
versty of Roode istand
C.emson Universit,

Sauth Carolina State Universiy
Sauth Daneta State University
University of Tennessee
Ternessee State University
Teans A § M Univarsity

Praure View A 5 L Universay
Uah Stote U ersity
Lhaversity of Verr
Uneetsity of the Yrqn Isiangs
Wi Tach

\irginta State Uarcersity
himgtor
st virginig Jnnersiy
West Virgima Slate Uraversity
e wersity of Wisconsit
Uriversity of Wyorming

Total Paymaents to States
Federal Administration
Nationat Focus Projects
Grand Total

May 24, 2004
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