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TO: Extension Directors and Administrators

FROM: Colien Hefferan CO&L&/
Administrator

SUBJECT:  Rencwable Resources Extension Act (RREA YFunds Distribution for FY 2005

The Renewable Resources Extension Act (RREA) allocation to States for fiscal year (FY) 2005 is
attached. The Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service {(CSREES)

FY 2005 appropriation for this program is $4,060,256; this is an increase of $20,234 or 0.5%.
‘This small increase will be allocated to the National Focus Fund Project program for which the
YECOP Forestry Task Force provides project recommendations.

In May 2004, the ECOP Forestry Task Force rekeased the FY 2005 - FY 2009 RREA Strategic
Plan { www_rreaprograms.net) which was jointly developed by the Federal and State partners.
Working in concert with the Forestry Task Force, we will use the plan to invest in specific RREA
program priorities for the next five years. Thus, I ask that you now focus your institution’s
RREA funds on une or more of the strategic issues that are identified in the plan:

. Diverse Audiences
. Economic Opportunities for Individuals and Communitics
. Forest Stewardship and Health
. Invasive Species
Land Conversion, Fragmentation, and Parcelization
- Public Policy
. Rangeland Stewardship and Health
. Wildlifc and Fisheries Resources

You will note on the attached budget form that the program categories parallel the issues in the
RREA Strategic Plan. Please align your RREA-supported programs with the strategic issues. |
call your attention to the issue of serving diverse audiences and ask that you ensure your

programs rcached the diversity of under-served audiences that would benefit from your
programs.

The criticality of ensuring that federal funds are spent as intended and thar results are achieved
necessitates that we increase the emphasis on program accountability. A key to program
accountability is ensuring that RREA funds are spent in a manner that directly resuits in extension
=ducation programs.  Additionally, over the next scveral months, the RREA Program Manager
will be working closely with extension forest and rangeland program leaders and
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evaluation specialists to identify processes that will provide more substantive and robust program
impact reports that meet the needs of CSREES to demonstrate program effectiveness. As part of
our commitment to implementing the RREA Strategic Plan, we have allocated some
administrative funds to support a three-day workshop this vear to determine how the Federal-
State partnership can acquire the data called for by the performance indicators in the RREA
Strategic Plan. Additionally, beginning in FY 2006, we anticipate that RREA program planning
and reporting will be incorporated into the electronic system currently known as the Current
Research Information System (CRIS). Together, we can and must do better in reporting the
impacts of the federal funds that are provided through the Renewable Resources Extension Act.

Please submit the artached budget form by June 30, 2005 to:

Regular Mail Overnight Express

Funds Manuagement Funds Management

Oflice of Extramural Programs Office of Extramural Programs
CSREES-USDA CSREES-USDA

STOP 2298 Waterfront Centre, Room 2235
1400 Independence Avenue. SW 800 9™ Street, SW
Washington, DC 20250-2298 Washington, DC 20024

It you have any questions about the RREA program, please contact Eric Norland, National
Program [.eader, Natural Resources and Environment Unit at (202) 401-5971 or via e-mail at
enorlandi@esrees usda gov  [f you bave any fiscal questions. please contact Arnita Cross, Staff
Accountant. Funds Management, at (202) 401-8982 or via email at acrossi@csrees.usda. gov.

Attachments
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