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A vesolution of the. Senate of February 12, 1855, .calling for information
.- relative to the 'military reservation of ‘Fort Lenvenworth...... .~

" FesRoaRY 21, 1855.—Read, ordered’to Lio on the table; aud bé printed. ' ' .

“iosa i Washington, February 20,1855 .

Sti: 'have the honor to submit: herewithi copies prepared in com=

‘pliance with'a resolution of the Senate, of the 12th; instant directing the -

......

* Secretary 'of War to communicate, in additiont 10 the information called
for ‘by resolution of the:10th -instant, ¢ all ‘the information and corres-
_-pondence in: his department in:relation to the original establishment ‘of .
' Fort-Leavenworth as a-military post, the cause of the recent réduction

- of the reserve attached to that fort, with the:correspondence. that led to':
- and followedit, with the several officers at the fort;” also, ¢all the cor-

. respondence to or from his department “within the last. year in relation .
;to'the occupancy of Kansas- territory by emigrants, and ‘the reasons

General Clark when' he- ordered.-the comtandant at

 which controlled General Clark when' he orde
.Fort, Leavénworth not to interfere with the emigration.”-; /::"

It will appear,.from - the: i

-country then occupied by. tribes.or. bands of roving. Indians. .

.-'was established in 1827: by a. body of troops sent ‘to take post inthe -

bounds tracts or parcels of land required- for military. purposes; and it

“could not:be necessary te-do-so, :as the government recognized no title:
:which could ‘conflict with its free use:and occupation;-and as'the Indian,
intercourse act not ; only: gave: full power,: but :made it. the duty of the
-troops:to remove all trespassers, no distinction would arise between an' .-
‘attempted scttlement upon the land: inside’ and’ outside of any limits
which might have defined the' extent: of a military site, cantonments -
:were therefore made :in sich’ cases wherever public mterest dictated,
“and’the adjacknt land was used so far’ as-desirable:for’ cultivation, for -
“fuel, for timber, for hay and for pasturage ; : when, however, .the govern- .
‘maent made: special grants for the settlement of " Indian tribes removed. :
and located in a new home, this: right, which has been stated as one ex-; _
ercised in the hunting grounds; received within the limits of such grant

apets herewith,. that Fort Leavenworth-

Under such-circurnstances it. was not usual -to- define by meétes ‘and
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9 . MILITARY RESERVATION OF FORT LEAVENWORTI:

a modification which -would 'prdb'ably. have required the consent of the,
__party in possession before ‘establishing a military post upon it. But'a -
* s reservation” would in neither case. be necessary, because-its purpose -

ig to.prevent the land from being otherwise disposed of by the United

. States, and therefore a “reservation” only becomes necessary when such
sites are upon public.lands held for sale or settlement. = '

" . 'The general military authority .in the Indian country, and the special

- powers subsequeritly given by the Indian intercourse act, were fully

sufficient for the removal of all“persons ‘who . might .interfere with the .

) military occupation of any site therein, and as the description or mark-

" ing of boundaries was in no manuner necessary. to the exercise of’ the

~ authority, that course was therefore never pursued.” ... * | _
"'~ By a treaty with the Delaware Indians in September, 1829, they

* were assigned a country westof the Missouri river, the eastern bounda-
of which commenced .on the Missouri river at the mouth of Kansas

river, and ran northward up the west bank of the Missourito Camp °
*Leavenworth, and thence northwest to a point ten miles north of the
north corner of. the Kansas lands. * The following year a surveyor, Mr. -
- Isaac McCoy; was sent to run and mark the lines bounding the Dela- -
‘ware country so ceded, and in the execution of this duty it became -
‘necessary to determine the point where the -eastern boundary line of -
- the' Delawares; running northward up the Missouri, reached ‘Camp -

Leavenworth; for- at that point it was.to terminate. This point he

fixed upon. the river bank one mile north of a small stream called -
Three-mile creek, and about two miles south of the flag-staff of the"
cantonment, thence he ran four miles southwest and three miles west
‘of —— north, so as to avoid invading the buildings, improvements,

| ‘and lands required for the use of the post, which, in the absence of -

evidence upon this point, it is presimed were puinted out to him by the
- commanding officer of the post as constituting' the camp of Leaven-

. worth. - Having thus reached a point in a line drawn' from the centre -

of- the: cantonment, -on' the second course, he left Camp Leavenworth.
‘The boundaries were marked, and.a copy of the map of the Delaware

- lands, embracing the lines- thus run between the Delaware -and the.

. military lands, was filed in this department.- This  partial-and inci-

- dental survey appears 1o have been the first attempt to fix the limits of

- Camp Leavenworth in any part. - .
In 1839, a survey of the military tract was again made by Captain

. A. R. Johnson, under the order of the commanding officer. On the .
map, of this survey, which was. duly filed in this department, the .
-'southern boundary appears as originally fixed by Mr. McCoy, but the .

- western bour.dary was changed by taking the natural boundary, Salt
creek, instead of the geographical- lihc.tun. bv' Mr. McCoy, which
. crossed that stream. -~~~ . . 0 0T
.. When the acts. were passed organizing the territories of Nebraska
‘and Kansas, and -providing for the survey and sale of -public landsin
those .territories, . it became necessary, for the first. titge, to .make a

legal “ reservation” of the site of Fort Leavenworth, i. e., to determine.

“authoritatively ‘its limits; 1o mark. them upon .the .plat.of the public

lands. and to- obtain an-order from the President that they should be .
withheld from sale. About the samo time strong efforts, were made .
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'MILITARY RESERVATION OF YORT LEAVENWORTH. 3

By persons féelillzg" an interest in the éétaBlishménﬁ of the seat of gov-

" ernment of Kansas to obtain a relinquishment. of the post-for that

‘object, and upon this being declined, they urged at least .a reduction of -
" thesite: . The department, however, in view of the public. interests
‘committed to its' charge,  could concede nothing more.than that, in -
- making the Teservation, it should be restricted 10 lands actually required -

for military purposes; and orders. were therefore given to. the com- .

“manding officer of the post ‘“to have a survey made and a reservation

"laid off, including the buildings and improvements, and so much of the
- land-as is necessary for military purposes, looking to its use as a main .
- depbt and -cavalry station.” - Under these general instructions,” the
‘commanding officer laid off a reservation, retaining the river boundary
on the north and east, and following the original boundary marked by

- Mr. McCoy on the south, to a point about 1 mile short of’ the corner

fixed by line, and from this point running northward along the highlands
. “10,the Missouri river. His survey and report were approved by the
- President, whp. prdered the lands so designated to be reserved from

-sale,- _ . _ - . ,
Upon these facts I have to report, in reply to the inquiry in the reso-

lution as' to the causes of the. reduction of the reservation, that this
. reservation, strictly speaking, has never been reduced, bat that when

- the reservation was made,. so much of the land -previously held for the
use of ‘the post was relinquished as in the judgment of the President,

-upon the report of the commanding officer of the post, was not required -

.. for military. purposes. -

part of the tract on the Missouri river, between the southern 'boundary
-of 'the reserve and Three-mile creek, upon-which the so called city, of
. Leavenworth has been recently laidout, - -~ - . .- .
" . .In regard to the inquiry in the last paragraph of the resolution, as to

" It may be proper to remark th_é.t the land so reliﬁquished f'ofr_hé no

" the grounds. upon which General Clark ordered the commandant at

~_Fort Leavenworth not to intetfere with the emigration-into Kansas, I

~ have to state that ‘the .report of Colonel Fauntleroy to-General Clark, -
- .of May 24, 1854, and the endorsement of the latter thereupon, copies. .
- .of which are herewith submitted, contain- all ‘the information in this.

department on the subject of this inquiry. From.these -it appears to

have been the belief of that officer that the mieasures then in progress -
‘to establish a- territorial ‘government vwould soon be completed, as in..
fact they -were within a few days after the date of his order; and.

‘although not stated, it- may very probably, as it would.very justly, -
" have been inferred by him that the extinction of the Indian title re- .
* lieved the military from the obligation, and deprived them of the autho-
' Tity, to-prevent persons from entering upon these lands, which had now

‘become public lands of the United States. . - -

h - Very respectfully, your obedient servant, = ... - ‘
A JEFFERSON DAVIS, -
| Secretary of War.

,‘ President of .tkcf Senate. pro tem.
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4 - MILITARY RESERVATION OF FORT LEAVENWOETH

- HE.L‘DQUAB’IERS, Fonr Lnavnwwon-rn,.
May 24, 1854..

MAJOB. I have the honor (o state that rellable mforrnatmn has ,

 reached this post that numerous emigrants are passing the river or
“bouridary, and are making settlements within the Indian territory, and

- that the prospect is, that the rush, in a very short time, will be immense,
‘unless arrested at an early moment.. I have made this statement to
the general. commanding the - department of the -west, in view of the.

increasing difficulty on this subject, unless the bill for the organization
‘'of the territory should pass at an early moment ;- -also, with reference to

my near departure for New. Mexico, which will leave this poruon for i

tlme without mounted troops. . .. . .. ...
"These circumstances ad reased themselves more lmmedlately to me
since; in the Gondition of things likely to arise, if it does not now exist,

that will call for an instant interference of the. 1roops, @nd: will, at least,
‘present for my decision .the important question .as to hiow far.I shal], :

and .under what circumstances, 1n1.erpose

I would be pleased to have mstructmns, and should it be deemed ‘
necessary or, proper, to forward this-.communication to higher. authorlty

' Very respectfully, your obedxent servant,

"THOS. T. FA UNTLEROY,

-Colomel 1st Drao'oons, Commandzng

: Major F. N PAGE, AsszszAd;t Géneral, .
. R Headguarters Department of the Westy
- Jgﬁerson Barracks, Mzssozm :

' .' HEADQUARTERS, DEPARTMENT OF THE Wr.:s-r, -
: " Jefferson’ Barracks, May 29, 1854

In reference to the passage of the" Nebraska bill, so called, I have -
directed Colonel Fauntleroy to take no steps in regard to the matter of -

his report.  As a consequence of the passage of tbat bill, should any

instructions to the military authorities be deemed neces~ary, I respect-

fully desxre to be furmsbed with them.
: " N. 8. CLARK Lol Stk Irgfanfry,
o ‘ " ‘Brevet Bnrradzer G cneral Cammandmg
'Assrs'rm-r Anmmzv-r GENERAL,
’ Headguarters of the Arm J

HEADQUARTERS OF  THE Anmr, .
New York, June 6, 1854

Respectfully forwarded by command of Major- General bcott
- IRVIN McDOWELL, .
Asswtant Adjutant Gmeml

_ . ADJUTANT GEN’ERAL 8 OFFICE, -
. : " June. 6, 1854
_Respectfully subrmtted to the Secretary of War
B S. COOPER
Ad]utant Gnmeml
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| MILITARY RESERVATION AT FORT LEAVENWORTH. - &
© . ADJUTANT GE_iiﬁRAL’s-‘Oij‘E, S
N Co . Washington, March 7, 1827. "
- [Orders.] - . | o S
* ' L ,,,, ‘, “
. - 2. Colonel Leavenworth, of the 3d infantry, with four companies
of his regiment, will ascend the Missouri, and when he reaches a point -

- on'its left bank near the mouth of the Little Platte river, and within a -
-ranﬁe of twenty miles above ‘or below its confluence, he will select -

. such. position as in his judgment is best calculdted for the site of a
" permanent cantonment. The spot being chosen, he will then construct,
" . with the troops of his command, comfortable, though temporary quar- .

ters, sufficient for the' accommodation of four companies. This.move- .-

_ment will be made as early ‘as the convenience of the service will .

opermit. . T T T e

N S LA S S GO S

" By order of Major General Brown. AR .
. I SR " . R. JONES, .

. Adjutant . G_éneml..

Extract from ;z‘letl_ef‘_d' Célbnel H. Leavenworth, T_hfrd- wadmry, to Lzeu- '
- tenant E, G.'W. Butler, Acting Assistunt Adjutant General, Cincinnati,
- Ohio, dated— e e
LT ' « - 'Camp MOUTH.0F LirTLE PLATTE,
' ’ - May 8, 1827.

- Sir: On the 4th-instant, at thié place, a_detachment of the sixth -
-infantry, under command of Brevét Major Ketchum, with a portion-of .

the publie property from Council Bluffs. . : - _
-A short examination of the country convinced- me that there was no
good site for military purposes on-the left. bank of the Missouri within
- the.distance of this place mentioned in the genéral order on that subject..
- - T accordingly proceeded up the river eighteen or twenty miles, and
.. found a veér
souri, about that. distance from this place. .

. In addition to the advantage of betng on the same side of the Missouri
. as the road to Santa Fé, this pesition (the one-I have selected) pos-

. sesses theé very material one of having a dry and rolling céuntry on the -

-south and southwest of it. This will greatly contribute to the healthi- -
- mess of the position, "In addition to all this, I can safely say that there -
is no other place that will answer the -purposes. required within the .

_ prescribed distance of the Little Platte.

¥y good site for'a cantonment on the right bank of the Mis-
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' 64 MILITABY EESERVATION OF FORT LEAVEN'WORTH

' .Ea:tract ﬁ-om a?etter of E. G’- w. Butler, zd—de-Cam Actmg Asmtant.

Arl;utant Geneml to the Adjutant General ed-—-

S Amumm GENERAL'S OFFIQE, e
Western Depariment, Cincinnati, Okio, May 26, 1827,

I have the_honor to enclose a copy of Colonel Leavenworth’s-com-. .

munication of the 8th instant, ?‘etgortmg the selection of a site for the -
e Missouri, and requesting that the -

ougherty, may. be ordered to 1t,) whlch 1 beg you .

'new post on the right bank- o
 Indian agent, Mr, 6
_w1ll lay before the Secretary of War

ADJUTA.NT GENERAI. s OFFICE, Co
L Washmgton, September 19, 1827

. . Bm: The s1te which has been selected by Colonel Leavenworth forv |
' a ermanent cantonment near the mouth of the .Litile Platte, in.virtue .
. of the general order of March 7, (No. 14,) is approved by the general-

: ‘1n-ch1ei The selection of the right instead of the ¢left bank” of the
" Missouri, for the reasons. assxgned by the. colonel in his report of the

- 8th of May, addressed to.department headquarters, ig deemed to be .

: ]udlmous, and is therefore approbated.
I am, sir, very. respectf'ully, your obedlent servant, .
. R JONES, Ad;umnt General
Major General GA.INES, o ,
 Comd’g Western Department, Cmczmwtw, Oluo

QUARTERMASTER GENERAL 8 OFFIC'E, '
© Wshington City, July 11, 1854

| Sm Your. commumcanon of the 10th instant, with the accornpanymg

- copy of the’ original map of the military reserve at Fort Leavenworth,

" east of the Missouri river, is received.” The object of .the department :
is to obtain a plat of the reservation lying on the west side of that rWer,-

. ‘which I have accordingly to request may now be furnished.
: Very respectfully, your. obedlent servant, :
THOMAS S. JESUP, L
I ' Quartermaster Genéral.
Jomv Wn.son, Esq., . ' '
Commwszaner General. Land (M‘ice, Washmgton Cuy, D C.

o GENERAL Laxp. OFFICE,
’ . July 11, 1854.

Sm In reply to }our cornmumcatlon of this date, requestlug a copy

of the plat of the military. reservation at Fort Leavenworth, on the

west side of the Missouri nver, I have to_state, that there does not ap-’

- pear to have been any action through this office for reserving lands at

l.hat post wes¢ of the river, but only the portion east of the r1ver, oppo- '
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.‘ mrrmy nzsnnnnon OF FORT LEAVENWOBTH o

| site the fort, as shown by the map transrmtted w1lh my letter of the
10th instant. - . . I
Tam, verv respectfully, your: obedxent servant, L '
. " JOHN WILSON, Commzsswner 0
Lleut Col.. CHARLES THOMAS, . -
Deputy Quariermaster Gen: in charge, Wa'f Dep

Endm-sements on the above

Respectf'ul]y referred to ‘the dd_]utant genel al. Ttis understood 1hat'

a reserve was made bv order. of the President of ‘the - United States

. within the Indian territory west of Missouri, the site of the. present

“post of- Fort Leavenworth, and that the order for the reserve -was
1ssued-from the adjutant general’s ‘office. . Is there a report and. survey

of the reserve in the office? If there be no evidence of the 1eserve

- havxng been made, we may lose the site with all the i improvements. -

THOMAS S JESUP, Quartermaster Gm
JULY 14 1854

. Respectfullt returned to the quartermdater general It doea not ap-
pear from' our examination of the records of .this office, that -any reser-

‘vation has ev er ‘been made at Fort Leavenworth on the west s1de of :

‘the Missouri- m er. -
b COOPER, Ad/zu’auz (mzeral
ADJ’U’I‘ANT GE’\TERAL s ‘OFFICE, July 18, 1864.

Respectfully returned to the AdJutant General. :
It is desirable that the lands necessary for rmhtary purpows at Fort
~ Leavenworth -be formally set apart for military ﬁ rposes, otherwise
they will be seized upon by squatters, and the public will lose not only
_the land but the improvements. I respectfully recommend. that the
-proper orders-be issued for surveys'to be made, and that the authority
~of the President to.the Land Department be obtained to reserve from
“sale the lands now. occupled and wlnch are conaldered necessary for

nilitary purpo:,es :
- _ s THOb S, JEbUP
'A'Uovs'r 3, 1854 ' e Quartermaster Generul

Respcctfully bubrmtted to the becrctary of War. .

It does not appear to have been ‘the practice of the department to,
. make reservations of -lands for ‘military- purposes within" the Indian
' terntory, the laws regulating trade and intercourse with Indian tribes

being, 1n that case, auﬂiment to prevent intrusion.” But as the lands'in

the- uelghborhood of Fort. Leavenworth are now about- to be. surveyed

. and brought into market, it is recommended that the land at that post,

required” for military. purpo~es, be now -set apart and re~erved trom
-sale l)y the Preeldem :
8. COOPER ‘
A{?/utant szeral
ADJ’UTAI\T GE\ERAL 8 OFFICE, August 7, 1854 Tl
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-8 lﬂLITARY RESEBVATION OF FORT LEAVENWORTH

Let orders be glven to have a survey made and a reservation lald‘

oﬁ‘ including the buildings and improvements, and &0 much land as’ is
- necessary for military purposes, looking to its use as & main depot_and

“cavalry ‘station. . A plat will be made, and such ‘a description of the
tract given, as will enable the Commissionér of the General and Oﬂice '

to have it marked on the plat.s of the pubhc lands. " .
: . : JEFF ERSON DAVIS,

WAB DEPARTMENT, Augusz 9, 1854

A.DJ’UTANT GENERA‘L s OFFICE,
Washingtori, August 11, 1854.

Sm: By du'et,tlon of the Secretafy of War, you will cause a survey
to be made, and a reservation laid off, including the buildings and im-

provements and so much land as may be necessary for military. pur- -

.poses, ‘alL Fort Leavenworth lookmg to its use as a mam depot and
cavalry station. -

A plot of the reservation will be made, and such a descnpuon of the
tract given, as will enable the Commissioner of the General Land

Office 1o have’ the reservauon marked upon the plats of the- pubhc 3

-lands.. :
Very lespectf'ully, your obed:ent servant, :
. : B COOPER,

" COMMANDING -OFFICER; - -
v Fort Leavenworth, Missour:.

"' WAR DEPARTMENT,

the apers.

very reSPeCtﬁﬂl your obedient servamt,
N JEFFERSON DAVIS,
| o o Secretmy of War

Hon R McCLELLA D, -
' Secretary Qf t}c\e Immm‘

| S———

‘ Fon'r LEAVENWORTH, o
Kamas Tcrruory, Se_pzembc'r 28, 1854.

COLONEL I ‘herewith enclose field notes of a survey ‘made for: a‘

military reserve at Fort Leavenworth, in obedience to instructions re-

celved by me, dated Ad_]utant General’s Office; Washmgton, August

Scc'retar_/ q/' Wa}.. -

- Adjutant Gencml o

Washmgton, October 14, 1854. I

Sir: I here ith enclose ‘a map- and field notes of a survey of a tract '_
of land at Fort Leavenworth to'be reserved for military purposes under
an order of the . realdent, dated the 101h instant, a.nd endorsed upon[
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MILITABY nusnnvumu oF rom' Lmvnuwon'rn - 9

11, 1854, and by thlS mail T’ f'orward a map of sa1d reserve in Ka.nsas-

“territory.  This is. enurely mdependent of the reserve in Mlssoun,

which I consider at present necessary 10 retain on account of the tim-

ber, ferry, &c.

It appears from records in the. possessmn of Mr. J. C. McCoy, whoi

-assisted in making a survey, that in October, 1830, a reservation was
‘laid off;, the southern boun ary of which commences at the same poiat

" that the present southern boundalg commences, and. corresponds wn;h _

it, with.the exception of a slight offset, which you will observe running
-around the farm fence, contamning a tract of about one ‘hundred acres,
whlch lies on the Delaware lands.

~ The line was run in' this manner to mclude, according to mstruc-
tions, all the improvements ; but; as it is clearly land already assigned
to the Delawares, and it is the only land in the reservation that can be
claimed by any Indians, I would respectfully suggest that the straight

dotted line across the farm field be made the boundary, and that the

assistant quartermaster at- tl’lls post be dlrected to move lus fence to

conform therewith,

The line thence continues with the southern boundary, but as the -

reserve, as formerlv laid out, was much larger than 1 conceived neces-

sary under my instructions, -1 only went oit 2% miles on this line, and’
thence along the top of the bluffs as near -as I could to make a good' '

boundary- to the Missouri river, .-
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedlent servant,
: .- . F..E. HUNT, . -
: Capt 4ch arzzllcry, comd g post-
Colonel S COOPER, i o=
Adjuwtant General U. 8. army, Waslmwton, D. C

, Respectfully submitted to ‘the Secretary of Wax Please see here-
with- a copy of the instructions to the .commanding officer at Fort

Leavenwort  to cause the reservation to be laid off and surveyed.

: : -+ - .. 8. COOPER, ,

- . Aaf;utant Genev al
Anwmnr GEl\ERAL 5 OFFICE, October 9, 1854. .

The accompan)mw field notes and map ol reservation for mlhtary .
purposes are cubnntted to the President, and recommended- for his ap-

proval and ordere, as indicated within. .
' o JEFFERQON DAVIS, |
- S ' Secrezary of War
'Ooomnn 10, 1854. .

- Ex. Dob. 58—-2 ~
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