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Creative land swap
shows big promise

We congratulate the federal Bureau for Arizonans and all Americans to

of Land Management and all the other en1oforyearstOCOme
people involved In creative land U. Rep Jim Koibe whose district

swap that promises to enhance and includes tne San Pedro
prorrtY

said

protect wildlife other natural The completion of the ransaction

resources and historic sites along between the BLM and Arizona White

30mile retcIi 01 the San Pedro River Tank Associates Is an Important first

Wehopethepromiseisfulfllied step in our effort to protect unique

The BLM often criticized and area In southern Arizona that deserves

sometimes castigated in Its etforts to ourattentlon

fulfill difficult mission has taken in anticIpatIon of the venture the

bold and inaglnative step In this yen- BLM inltia.ed organization of steer

ture lng committee

Completion of what the agency said Sierra Vista Mayor Jean Randle is

is perhaps the most significant land member as is Cochise County
Super-

exchange Involving the Bureau of visor Judy Gignac Others Inc ude

Land Management in Arizona was representatives of Sens DeConcini

announced March by BLM Arizona and Barry Goldwater Congressmen

Director Dean Bibes Koibe Morris Udail and John McCaIn

The site ranges from two to three Gov Babbitt and the BLM Saf ford

miles wide from near Hereford nor- District The Dublic-af-terge is repre

thward to near St David and totals sentedbyBilhoeof Tucson

about 43400 acres or 67.8 square So it is done and the lrreplacabte

miles property lslnthehandsOfthePUbliC

Along that stretch is found perhaps But that does not mean and in this

the best broadleaf riparian ecosystem case if should not mean that

remaining In Arizona the agency members of the pubiic can im
says mediately set forth to walk ride

The wlldilfe Includes about 161 camporwhLieveruponthelafld _______
species of birds 80 species of mam
mats dozen kinds of fish and 68 kinds

In the first place some of the prop
erty is leased for sand and graveof reptiles and amphibIans There is
operations and some is leesed for

cak
cienega marsh that resembles

tie

azlng through the veer 1987 anwhat much of the San Pedro River
the LMintendstohonorthoseteeses

bottom looked like before mankind Meanwhile the BLM needs time to

beoan making changes implement an Interim ptan for multi
There are more than 100 known

prehistoric and historic sites and nine
pie usage possibly including some use

owners of all-terrain vehicles

known fossil sites and perhaps more
They along with other trespassers

may be found by
eproPriatel already have abused parts of the site

cautious and non-destruct ye explore- State officials have indicated inter

tion est In developing twostote parks agThe land was owned by Tenneco Inc
the stretch to includ6 thbfli

The BLM owned 40895 acres.163.8
-2host town of rirbanks and thç.lte Qf

square miles of undeveloped desert me old Spanish presidio at the former
lend about 15 miles west of Luke Air

Indian vilIee Quiburi the other to

Force Base in Maricopa County In

dependent appraisers set value of
be near the .Ighway 90 crossing of the

about $26.5 million on each parcel
river

Tenneco wanted to sell its land
The BLM estimates that completion

foundebuyerendtheBLMstepedin
of permanent plan wilt take two

years
with its 4ien Prestol tenneco sold to

Looking at the long term we believe

White Tank Associates and White
this venture this 43400 acres can be

Tank Associates then transferred ti
an enormous asset to the people of the

ties with the BLM White Tank plans to
entire area surrounding an attrac

develop retirement community non to tourists to photographers to

the Maricope County property painters end place to vis quietly
Gov Bruce Babbitt congratulated opotsetoresttoreflect

Tenneco and we do likewise for

Its patl6nce end readiness to work Over the months and the years the

withpubiicegenciesiflthilregatd names and faces at the BLM and o.i

The placement into public owner- the steering committee will change

ship of these tends has been long- We hope the goal will not

time personal goal of mini Babbitt There is en underlying challenge an

said unanswered question that remains

U.S Sen Dennis DeConcini said What agency what mechanism will

Through this BLM initiative ensure the enhancement and protec

unique area of diverse resources tion of the qudilty of the San Pedro

breathtakIng beauty and historic val- River Itself as it flows into this pro

ues will be preserved and protected tected piece ________.-
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