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Geod's apology deserves proteciion
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The' 'U.S. Burcau of tand Management
lived up to its name admirably when it
acquired 43,400 acres of land along the San
Pedro River in Cochise County in 2 swap
that gave a private lirm undeveloped land
wrest of Phoenix.

The arca acquired by BLM, located be-
tween Hereford and St. David and long
subject to benign neglect, contains the
remains of 2 Spanish presiclio, more_than
400 archacological sites and 200 species of
birds and other wildlife.

Recognizing the importance of proper
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management lor the arca, Rep. Jim Kolbe,
R-Ariz., introduced a bill in the lHouse that
would create the San Pedro Ripatian Na-
tional Conscrvation Arca. Scens. Barry
Goldwater, R-Ariz., and Dennis DeConcimg,
D-Ariz., introduccd a similar mecasure in
the Scnatc.

Kolbe’s measure would create a public
advisory council 10 assist the BLM in con-

serving 1 “history-rich area for generations
1o come.” it would bar mining, and certain
areas could be declared off ?imits 1o visi-
tors. Bounclaries of the conservation arca,
from two to three miles wide, would have
to be made final by the Inierior Depart-
ment within five years.

The area contains nearly 20 percent of
the nation’s nesting population of the rare
ray hawk, it's a habitat of raccoons, mule-
cor and whitetail deer, javelina and bob-
cats. The river banks are lined with
cottonwood trees. Beautiful beyond de-
scription, some think the area was Gad'’s
apology for creating the burning Atizona
eserts.

Rep. Morris Udall, D-Ariz., chairman of
the House Intetior and Insular Affairs Com-
mittee, supports the bill and has agreed to
hold hearings on it. The sooner, the better,
because this land deserves help both from
the BLM and the pcople of Arizona. It
should be part of our national trust.
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