


VII. Conclusion

I have emphasized several issues regarding Hopi concep-
tions of and relations to their environment.

The Hopi claim to the tutskwa must be treated seriously,
since Hopis have insistently reiterated this claim for more than
a hundred years.

The claim is not an unreasonable demand that reflects the
extent - of Hopi geographical knowledge, but only the central core
of their known usage areas in historic times.

The relationship of Hopis to their environment, as re-
vealed in social organization, traditions of migration, ritual
activities, etc., fundamentally situates the Hopi in this par-
ticular environment at Tuuwanasavi, earth center. The specific
landscape is charged with deep historical meanings and moral
obligations, both to ancestors and to other resident species and
elements, all of which play definitive roles in the religiously
and economically enacted perpetuation of the Hopi chain of being.
Between these different kinds of occupants of the tutskwa Hopis
perceive a thoroughgoing consubstantiality.

Hopi cosmology is utterly entrenched in the proximate
landscape; it is not a cosmology, like that of a world religion
such as Christianity or of a nomadic society such as the Navajo,
which is easily transportable from one geographic locale to
another.

| Traditional religious activity pertaining to the tutskwa

claim was vital in 1934 and is vital in 1988, as is particularly
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evidenced in the tribal-wide vigor of the Kachina cult, and the
continuation, despite many years of physical harassment by
Navajos, of eagle gathering.

Let me conclude with some contemporary Hopi statements,
translated into English, regarding their relationship to the tut-
skwa, via traditional commandments regarded as eternally binding.
After emergence at the sipaapuni, the Hopi were given instruc-
tions for their migrations by the deity Maasaw:

"All right, you will now journey forth from here.
Mark well how you conduct your life. Be kind to one
another and don’t live dissolutely. Spread out
across the land and be sure to establish settle-
ments. As you trek along, heap such things as ashes
and trash near your villages because your communi-
ties are bound to fall into ruin one day. But ashes
and trash will be easily recognizable and never dis-
appear. They will serve as markers of how much land
I granted you." '

* * *

"Do not cede your land to anyone; don’t ever give it
away. - Above all, don’t sell it to anybody. After
all, it is to provide your nourishment. Hold this
land dear like a mother as long as you live."

* * *

"Do not become bewildered or confused. Hold on to
your land holdings which have been given to you.
They have been given to you and therefore are yours.
Don‘t give up the land. Above all, hold on to your
tradition which is grounded in this land. If once
you give your land, your tradition will begin to dry
up and lose its value" (Malotki and Lomatuway’ma
1987a: 64-65, 76, [the last passage quoted from Hopi
Hearings 1955:87]).
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