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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON 23, D. C.

Throusn: oanes D, orawtard

P

Supt., sfonl Axency

=, Dan Zootschonseva AFR
2 ) q

» : R 211950

Tiotevilla, irizona !

Teer Ir, ¥ootschonsova:
“hen we tallmd together reesnily you askad that I 511:‘,;1'{

a writtan atatement covering the question of the lsaality ol the

Fopl Trival Conanll waish hes sscantly be=n rsormenizad,. I am hatry

to 4o this,

Las me £irs® say that members of my sta?? have carsfully
road tha minnites of “he meetings held on January 27, Fatrmary § end
“apeh 1, and on ihe heais of the information ohtain:d frem thuse
minutes a Pinal dscisiom hms not been made at this time =3 to the
lagmlisty of the sgtioms taken, I dasirs, howaver, to clarify three
»oints for you. ’ .

.

L 1., The Fopi. umtitntion did no* 50 ont of oxistencs

ki althoupn the Tridbal Counell geasad %o functicn aftsr 1343. 4 con-

© gtitmtion i3 crseted by the teoopla, The peopls have the power to
dsstroy 1%, not the Tribal Couneil, The people, it they desirs %o
¢o =, may Asstroy the constitution by the same process fhey nsed
9 brizs 1% into exiatence, nenely, by votine %o do oway with it and

" adomting o naw ocpe, Zines the Horl people did not wots to termiamta
the sxistance of their Comstituiion it remeina in forse.

2, The Hopl peonla who craated the gonstitnkion always re-
tain the powsr t0 bring it baek into forze afder yaers of non~usse. )
Tnlx oomld be scoomplished by 2lacting villags deleeetes to the .
Twibal Councll under a method preseridad by Article V, Saotion 3, of .
$ha Sonstiintions if thess dzlarmtes have been duly alected, and if
’:hn v{1lame delesmtes ars sufflcisnt to constistuts a quoruy, the
ridal Cowneil will then hawe been resciivetsd.’ The Foni Constitu~
4: on will then contzel the conduct of 4ha Comneil.

'

- Se iny mee'si.nzs cal"sd under the awtkority of ths Fopi . ;
Somatitntion wonll have to cornfsra o the provisions conkalnsd in the .
ans'ci tnsipn with resvect to riving notiss, comouncins the purmpnsa i
£ the meofiings, ond other requirerents. If the reovles wish to hold .
2 e*acial ﬂaétll“.n they may (o s6 without conforming o the Conatltu~ .
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tion.. “ea Article TI, laetlon 2, of %he Conztim%ion shishk proe
vidas that a1l merbers of the ride shell be frew o meps
inr metion daben af R a2 nenis el g | :
of conatisntional Pownr. Howe re:-, as duly slavtad Tost ‘our..:il
conld, i i% 30 deai-ad, adoot the acsiona af" tha atscial e=tiaz as |
its omn. TRls cowld da-aacemolished by .he Fassags of ap =pyropriate
mﬂlntian ut tha .o-rmail. .

Thars are h...n saveral gues 4ions to e answer:d Yefore a .
. ﬂ.n:l decision is made as to the legality of the reactivation of ths \
Hopi Tridal Cowmeil. imeng these quostions are whethsr the westing
of Tanuary 27 was called undor the taras of “ha Jopl Jenaiisusion or /
wam énllesd by the Hopl people in an effort 40 rTesame sctivity =nder . o
*he Hopi Constltution, wmhether dalagaiac have been duly elected Zwon
~ the vills.zss, and whother suifficisnt delsgatas have besn olscted to

conatitute & quorum, . )

' Since cur information on these and oiher joints 13 not com-
plats, I heve writisn for further Information. Upon Tweaipt of all

the facts this 0frise will then makes 2z Tinsl decision. 3 copy of
3hls latisr is deing sent to Supsrintendsnt Crawford and hs will keep -
you adﬂsed. :

Sincersly yonrs,

(Sgd.) JOMN H. PROVINSE
—ﬁﬁ i Comnisslonar

Copy for: illan §, Baroer, irea Diracsor

Tindow Doek Area OfZice

MoNickletesw 4/19/50
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