. Ladd, Burton A. (Superintendent, Hopi Indian Agency), 2-15-1944, Letter to
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. Copy from Indian Law Resource Center
website, Hopi Report, Exhibit 30. (http://www.indianlaw.org/en/hopi_report)
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O UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Hopi Agency

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS  Keams Canyon, Ariz.
February 15, wlh,g.‘\

'

FIELD: SERVICE -
, g ~

teer s Tettan Apsad CEEN
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 3 P B v
Department of the Interior jo e Bl
Chicago 54, Illinois e 1|
o - ez en B

" Dear Mr. Commissioner: C‘~§ 2 )

: P L

. There has been a group of geologisté working on the'l"Hopé‘
area for several months. I understand that they are in the -

{

employ of Stanelin, a brasch of Standard 0il Company, and are

--=--progpecting for oil. I

. -..This company is drilling prospect wells soutn of Holbrook
now and the geologists tell us that near Oraibi and Pinon are
the ‘best oil formations that they have found in the entirs
general, area. Also that we can expect the company to pro-
position us for an oil lease soon and they will probably be in
a hurry to start drilling when they ask for a lease. :

' I would like for it to contain several stipulations.

_ Aiong them I would like to have them agree to drill to a de-

.

- " finite depth within a definite time limit, Perhaps the Office

could supply informstion and suggestions. Our most cifficult
problém, . howaver, is the procedure in granting the lease, -~
. Some villages will be against a council and 2gainst the
. drilling for oil. - . o )

From the information which I have been able to obtain, one
of the favorable prospects is on District ¥o. 6 and another on
District No, 4, both on the Hopi Zxecutive Order Reservation,
but the one on District No. 4 is under the Land Management

* Jurisdiction of the Superintendent of the Navajo Reservation.
Fhat would be the procedure in that case? ’

I may be crossing the bridge before I.get to it becauss
all of my information is unofficial, but this unofficial in-
formation leads me to believe that we will be pressed for time
when the proposition breaks officially. ‘There seems to be
quite a lot of preparation before any action.can be taken., -

After application for lease hds been received, thers will’
be other discussion with the Office before-any meetings are
held in villages. 7 .o

" Some of the gquestions which we would like an opinion on
now are: R .
1. %hat leasing procedure would be followed in the ab-
sence-of a council?: : - )
2. Shnould not the entire {lopi Executive Order Ressr-
vation be leased through Hopi Ageney? ’ .
3. To which Indiangwould the mineral rights belong?
4. How much time would be required, under these condi-
tions to complete a lease? }

(o#e_r_) EXHIBIT 30a

(U VRIS P URSIPEIY DRp
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_ Any o;her information. which the Office might offer
will Ye epsreciated.
i S 3 A e ' -
Sincerely,
d A o
-, -Superintendent. . e T Lo
" EXHIBIT 30b |
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