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The Howorable Don R, Clauson Horeh 17, 1977

The Wopi pesitfon in Docket Na. 196 asserted apsinst the Unlzed
States what-esn.be brizfly described en elaths for smomsts providing just
sonpensstion for: ‘(1) lands or the Ropl Tribe’s interest n lafde teken
from 4t by the defsndast in the last half of the 19th mnd the First Half
of the 90th aenveries that the triba had owmed under Indisc pftle (a
possisaory intovest based on sxwclusfve uee and capupaney over a long
perisd of time), (2) what constituted a clate for the reatal ugse walse
of aome of its land to the dats-of the £iling of ite perition thut the
defandsnt. the Uplred States, allavedly persitted tha Havajos to uwae

" and occhpy, and (3} the ameuzt shewa to ba das te’the triba under a

complets seosunting for all of ite propertiss and funds ther had been
mamanest en fra hehalf by the defendant.

; Because the eloiu of fhe Muvaje Tribe for sdditfenal cowpensatien
for its sbevipizsl lands ceded to the United Stotes overlapped rthe claln
of the Hopi Tribs, Deshet No. 195 wae cosbined with Docket Ho. 228 of the
Hevaie Trike For puxpeses of trisl an the issue of aboriginal possession
or Indian title sod velated issues. After trisl the Cosniselon eatered
its declaton on those iseues on Juse 29, 1870, The decislen iscluded,
imter sita, & determisetion of the boundaries of the land to which the
Hepi Tribe had eberiginal vitis in 1882, and the datee when the Nesi
shorizinal title was cutinguished as tp portions of this Land.

After dental of twe Hopl sotlons for veheariny and avendmest of the
Cowsingdon's lapd title dectsfen, the Hepl Tribe took sn appeal froem that
destsfon to the United States fourt of Qlafme. On January 30, 1974, the
Coart of Clairs handed down its order spprowiny and effiraing the deterni-
pariens and ordera of rhe Indfan Claims Dommisaien. Fopl vegquests for

rohearing and & rehenring pn buug weve demisd by the Coure of Cleiws on
Haren 26, 1978, Thersafter, tha Hopl Tribe petitfoned the Supreme Court

for a writ of certiorard to the Tourt of Clates. While this pstitdon was
pending before the Suprase Court, the pariiesz in Docket Ha. 196 reachad
sorponest upns A compromdss sertlewent of fhe Hopl elains in this case for
the aum of $5,000,000,00.

After 8 hearing hefore it on the settlement propusal. the Comalagion,
on Gecerder @, 1978, matoved its Pindirgs of faer sed conclusioms of law
on enmpronise settlsment and T8wal senrd for the plaintiff in the sum of
45,000 000,00,  4fter the aferewentfoned petision to the Suprese Couwrk fer
8 writ of certiovari te the Court of Cloiwe hed beau dlseiased. the
Commiputon. wnder dats of Deseshsr 30, 1974, veperted the &5, 00, 800,00
sward to tha Cengresn sg ftn final derérminstion of the elaiss In Dockat
Ho. 196, nse ragulred By ssetien 21 snd the last parsgrapi of mectien 135 of
the Indfsn Clafwus Commissicn Act (25 ¥.€.8. 78t and 70n). and eceruifted the
awerd to the Bapartaent of the Treasery for inclusien dn an apwropriation
reguest. Tundas to pav the awsrded eus of §5.000.000.00 ave suthovized to
ba apprepristed by ssetion 32 of the Imdfen Clalse Qo salon Act
(25 9.8.0. Thu).

"
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morshie Don H. Clauwmen daren 17. 1977

The Commisslon's vessong oy approving the sonoremise setilemeat
proposat and entering the finsl asard of $95.000,000.00 on the Hopl claine

in Dockat 196 are ipdicsted in the eoclesed Findings of Faet and cenclesione
of lov on compromise settiewent and £imal avard, all dated Deeswber 2, 1574
£36 Tod, CI. Comm. 204-223), Yo reirerate vhat in agatod above, the
gettlemunt of the subiect case degs not imwalve the ssle or other dispoaition

of any land or ather Hopl property.

encloguras will he haleful and that

1 hwope this {nfermatios snd the
amy furthar assistanes.

you will call upen me if 1 can be of

Yonr referral notes snd the corcaspondence atlbashed thereto are
roturned barvewlth,

Sincarely.

Jorose E. Xuykaodall
Chalyman

Enelossros
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