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BACKGROUND TCR IIMERCRITAPION oF T BOTT
’ COTSTITURICY

by’ :
Dr. Zdward A, Zemneri

. Realizing that every ir‘oerpretstion of e statube ip the
Tnited States is male with 2ull imotladss 29 the Secial ailien,
angl the conditions under vaish it is to operata, the follovine
inforimtion is offered ir exmisnctinn of tha intepwmetoti
the Hopl Consti® flon uiich Ere mpsanisd,  ” —o ercretitions of

The Hopi, in comtrast to wnst of the tribes in the United
Stzt2s, have never besn moved from their origipsl territory, moT
kes their vay of 1life been broka::. . Despite sormulsory sehooling,

Governuent sugervision for about forty years, an? certain chenges
“in the material side of their life, the fundemental organization,

the velus, the provssses of thought, 2nd the most importent actvities
heve receined nmchanged. BRecruse they have a sound econaniy based

on agriculturs and sheep and are for the nost pars sel? suprorting
and becouse their intsrests did not conflict «:ith the pelicy cf the
U. S. Government, the govermment still plays a minor rols in their
lives. Their prinary interests and activities ure in the relizious
ard ceremonial srphere, not in the political,

Zach Hopl village 1s 2 complately =utcnornous unit,
is z=ot 2 politicel wnit, such es a tomm, coumty, o stob
only rillege orgenization 5 2 cererwnisel one, hereed b the
ckis?, the Xikmongwl., Assisting hin ems othar caisls, the 1
o S»sciic religious societies, vho nerform thoir ~ermconis
speeific times during the Feer, and whe sTe In 2 s9ns2 his ™ dvis-:-}z:-s"_
Their power 1s not a nower over parsons, but a powsr over tie
supernatural. And this power is never exercised individually, but
as the ldader of = ccolerstive grou.

Each villege has its own land, a small pert of it divided
into elan holdings, the rest free for the use of anyone in that village

{ either for sgriculture oc for grazing. Jn native theory, the

Kikmongwi has control over part of the land, Put this is s power

! which is never exercised, It must be realized that there are mo
“2rival lands, referred to In Article VIT, -as now worded. It makes

~ihe tarms clan:lands 8nd village lands mutuatly exclusive, applying
“the former to land east of the Oraibi uchh, and the latter wast of

the Oraibi wash, Actually, they are conp leventary terms, ard take
in.alt the land now used by the Hopi. What the Hopi referred to
when iaserting the term "tribal lands” wes an 3rea outside af any pow

_ occupted or eny eter occugied by them according tp their migration

traditions.

EXHIBIT 18¢
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"xaj'w-i* ¥ of the

vest, Mavsjo licurtain
an indefinite -aint 4o +

Therefors, ths Tribel ’.nr-il has no contrel over these
lends, and she ecounservesi

on arr Wil Ruve s ;
SA teven up with ths villsose
b

end dayelomisnt poa

.
2 teker uz vish hutersy individuals

ongiits sprere, it i1l n kan
or Jrouzs are wiilising the lumd et tha urazent t* 2.

T must be reslized thet tie intantion of the

Tesarving -povers s i vi"la 3 and to the Eilxoangwi, uaz 3o
rrotect their cerenonial life, not o erdow the sifice 1tk
rower it. does not npossess accord-..; %2 tradition end past ussie,
ke Eopl as pM“ls he Iiongis, end the d2lagetes o tho
Courcil ere more conce"ered ith rrevent ing acting tham iz taling
aetic

Sitkin the villsge, social 2nd economic obligaticns wra
based wjon kinshin, ard the sripory kin groun is the ""-"*'ilz'ze.,l
clen, These imyortant relitions are settled by birth, and nothing
ever changss then, This cutomaticelly takss cars of such
ITOLLEmS =8 the custoedy of children in a divorce case, inheritance
of oro: 187 Yy 2nd navy other natters thet are sgetilsd by lamr in
our :.-:-cie*:r. : :

But pors fnrovbant then the factors of villege or*vﬂ“;“t‘ov
is understandin; the application of the rrovisions of the Fors
Constitution is tke psw chelozy of the secple. The pesi '.'*ol cirg

31X

mediw. »f the e 15 2c3sil. Tie .ol have besn condisiored }

<
Jo

sircce ¢hildhood to be extremely sensitive to s2riticism ana they are,
They feer being telked about more then an,,r‘cb._'x;. else, PFurthermere, =211
crlti:sin is of 2 dercgetory cherecter. It is Por this reason,

thet a Xiknongwi will mo* make any decision about hisg - ‘lar.;e,
delepstag to the Souneil will =nt 4au rositive L.Cvi\)l” op tlen
are in = vulnerable '\ns)fic“. 1 revvonsi ile f'“‘ v
2263 D0iloy in e g of the reopla,

IS is for this resson thet necnls whs ere oppouad to measurez
Tt e e.g".i =t Than, but de noetkinw, The Topi ey Pay as 211
seculnr petters are conearned will not agree to abide by the wselsions R

Py

of tia uajority, Thor zre woh accustored to o0 binding. d an znyone B

y DOT even & Fikmon <o, rast vhenever 2 nrors
with she doii, s

arted to ecedarats 44 5o,

4 at a vilizsgze masting,
20 ALd nct, d&d nes, s
Hdinent be is gele in takipg

aetion geerg hast 4o him, H

EXHIBIT 184
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own interest, Thiz is pothing mors than a 1252l recoctiticr of
an existing mractice, ond one that hes Tollomed by

be
Sturerirtencdents end other Government off
the pust.

As far as thke provisions concernipg Law end Yrder ars
concerned, there is mo syparent need Por shen 2t the presect ti =,
Uost cases ere setilsd by the perties to u dispute in their oum
way in the villzage. luxy tiues they ere not sstiled &t ail, hut
it doces not interfere <iith anythirg, for bickering and suarrsling
is the rule rather then the excepticn.- Soustimes o dispute is
brousht to the Aency for settlenent, with the Supsrintendent
acting as referee. iost of the people would p=sfer Yo continue
this system, for the gysten of laws, courts, end judges is fer
beyond. their comprehiension,

TRe custon o trade. among the Toni is of long standing.
Thers Seems to be no need of Tegulations governing this setivity
02 The Fopi. If thers 2re to be ragulztions these skhould be
carefqlly worked out with the council end Indian storeleeyers.
Tre -Tegnlations skould only apply to mon-msmbers of the tribe,

EXHIBIT 18e

HP017876





