Hermequaftewa, Dan Katchongva, and Viets Lomahaftewa, 3-2-1950, Letter to Hon.
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April 10, 1850 ¢ W

. i en
DecT Senator, ' ‘E\ W
i ! ’ \‘o\‘ ™~
You w111 be asked to vote today or tomorrow, we are told on the so-callpé& 9C-mil "":@

dsllar l'mvajo-Hopi Rehabilitation Bill (H.R. 2734). ¥z c*r,..et speak for the Mava it
but we. Eopis do not want eny part of this bill. 2 do nod want to be rebabilifat
by the Indian Bureau. It may sppeer streage to you tuct we are objecting to your
spending 90-miilion dollars for our benefit, But thizok how much s‘t:"anger you appsar
- %2 us viken you- insist on "p eriding S0-million dollf*'s for benefits to us thet we o
zot vent,

hod if you still think our .objection is strangs, asik yourself this cuassion: ""o 1
7ou like to have the Indien.Bureau spend 90-million dollars or any other sum rehcd
itetizg you end your ~family snd your home without esking your consent?

1
i1

' Plesge remamber that our Indicn people have hed nothing to do with the meking of this
bill, We were not comsulted in its drefting, The only comnection we have ever had
with this bill has been to protest rgeinst it, which wa hove done egein end aggie.

This .:O-million doller bill was drafted by the Indien Bursau. Al the 90-million
_dollars will go to the Indiesn Buresu, and most of it will bde used oz Bureau peyrolls,
_ The only Hopi. Indiens thet havs spoke" in favor of the bill are a fow Indisns who hove
" been peid by the Indian Bureau.,

*34h the 90-million dollaors the Iadiaa Buresu will duild dems on our reservati-a thzt
© will not hold water, ond roeds for tourists to mcke it cesi:r rer thom to come J.rtc
our homes without being invited. Then the cost of thesc fcnlish end troublesone
inings will be cherged egeinst our psople and our lend. Thet is what the Goveramsnt
hes dons in pzst yoers. Our people erc & proud peopls. o have trken good crre of

ourselves and our lands for thousands of vears. Ve do not nsed eny instruction
from ths Indian Buresu eithor in Covermment or in ferming. If they want.any instruc-
tion from.us, we will give it to them without charge. Mesnwhile, we protest ageinst
being pictured as starving, helpless seveges and used by the Indicn Burcau as bait to
attract larger aporopriations for tha besnefit of the Indian Bureau.

¢ thirk the Senate of the United Stctes intends to bs generous. But we think thet
=any of the Semetors who vohte for this measure do not know whot heppens when this
‘moaey reaches our Hopi country.

“hat we are protesting. against is not just s waste of your mbney.

- That we are protesting egeinst is not just the uni‘aimass of imposﬁ.ng debts” on our
Inchan people and our Indian land.

“hat we are protesting againét is e desecration of the netional honor of the United
States. This is a serious matter for all of us.

Thet netional honor is pledgod that the Hopi pescpls would be consulted in-advance ba-
fore ary plans for spendirg money on our lend were sent to Congross, Thet promise,
which Congress made to us on June 18, 1934, is being violated by the Indien Bureau,
:‘_n this 90-milliorn dollar bill, Whor the Um.ted Statss violates its pledges towards

2 1ittle nation which has always lived in peoce with its white brothers, the 1light
'.':hicl'- shines frem Weshington to all the nations of the world will grow derk and unclen
If thet light wers mede cleen, it would shine around the carth and bring peace arnd
undersiondi~c tn 231 the netions of the world.
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T2 that light grows dirty and derk, the whits men's ecivilizction will crumble inse
lust, That is vhet our wise men heve said is tho meaning of your atcmic bombs.

Te esk you to keep thet light fresh and clean. ™e ask you to exempt our people from

. e X
shis 90-million dolier freud. If the Indien Bueau wents 90-million dollars to us:z
s ko

- samewhere else, wo will not object, We £sk thet vou

20 _Z‘luh tb'_.u ¥ou moy aAst bz
:shemed before the world.

Sineerely yours,

Den Xatehong®
Sun Chicf, Hotevill:z
£nr the Honi Puablos
of Hotowilia
and Skhungopevi
and for thz Hopi Neation

Hopi Inuvinn Notion
Shuzgennel, Anizure
Merer 2. 1630

Heonorable John R. Nichol°
C.oumissicner of Indian Aflalcs
Iz shingtan 25, D. C.

l:eur Sir’

- We- ha‘re receivod youxr L.tt‘.r dated Fcbrusrr 13, rclative io the ievejo-Hopi bill.

», Viets Lomahaftewa hes kindly reforred tc us for reply. Accordingiy weo held o

vm.eting in' Shungopavi villego at which our highest chiof, Telaftowm,; of the Bear

‘Clan, was present. Vo have rcad your letter carcfully and thoaghtfully.

As- village advisors of "Hoteville, Shungopavi we speelk for our respective hezd-
.men and for those villeges that are still followirg the treditionel form of self-
gov’e:mment. ’

You know e3 well as we do that the .whole mankind is faced with the nosslbility
of annihilation as it was done in the lower world because of greed, selfishness, end
godlessress. People went after werlth, power £nd pleasures of life mcre then the
morel and religlous principals. Now we have floods, strikes, civil wers, eerth- .
quekes, fires and the H-bomb! Ta the Hopi these are but the smoke signals telling us
‘tc set our house in order bsfore our "true white brother" ccmes. Hhom will ke puaish,
o white @en. or an ‘Indien?

/ Boeause we know these terrible truths end facts we the religious leaders of the
H

cpi ‘people have been continuously opposing the £90,000,000 long-raige progran. %
\ will not sclve tkese larger issuos for us. It will only dastrny owr moral end

\ spirituol foundation thereby destroying the poace end sscurity of the whole world,
This is the traditional law of this land. It ccnnot be changed beesusa it wes plenna(

by the Great Spirit, lesseu'u. He has givon us these lews cpd sacred Stone Tablets

" Uwnich are still in thc ran@s of the proper leaders of Oraibi and Hoievilla villages.

Shungopavi holds all tke nmajor slters and fotishes, being bthe mother village apd
which reprecsent the true Hopi.
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You statod that tke £0,000,00C "#ill bo of rual assisionce to the Hopi pcogle,

but it cennmot succced without their understending and wholehsarted cooperation in
achieving those desirable goals.” ’ .

Yot the Lord Cleims Corraission we understood will
ances™ when ond if the Indiams file their lend cleins ©
the goverament. No, vie do.nct woat to be indedtad to $hy Urited S
at the present time. -

2du

dodued
n€ dn
nu o

e DRV

.

In a lottor to Dan bv tchongve of Hotevilla you :cntioned the foet thet, “vou
stated thot this morey is nst recded by the Hopi Indiens, although you sénit that
+he Hopis have been mede poor by the reduction of your land and livesiock,..tls

reduction of your stock wes forced upor veu by the severs droughts of the past years.

Suppose rou had spent most of your life werking hard to eccumulcto large stock
and land only to have somodre coze to you and force you to reduce your herd-earned
stock cnd lond bacause of “sovare droughts." Weuida'ds vou too say that you heve

" been mede poor?

i How would you like olso to have someore make laws ond plea your life for you

| from afaxr? Pess lews without youw krowledge, consach cad approval? Thiz Mevajo-
} Hopi bill is boing pessed or the Senete and Houss of Reprs :ant.tives without cur
!

epproval aad ageinst ovr vwili. Thorefore whasuuyor uf ¢ 23 ths future the Hopi
must not be to blame but Haogrvarmment of the Usityd Tsilus,

e are not chiliren buk men, ebls to choose rmd lo~ile frr oursslres vwhot is
good end what is bad, o wve besn sblu 0 sarvive worsd yorgiis .pd dendno ‘in the
past. Wo do not £ight droushis end frmine with money evi ty cus huiblr prayors for
more rain cnd forgivenese of our wrung doings. Our Zead wiil bloc zg:in IT cuw
hearts and souls arc right ~al cleen, NoO, we aro ot golag o sa2ll ewr birthright
for a fow pleces of silver such as the £¢0.000.020¢ Onr lerd. our resouress and
cur birthright ere mort: more than ell she monay tha goTrecnuant of The Ucitcd Stetes

“may have. We are s3117 & scvereign netion, irdsronfont, can@ possasscd of all the

1 povers of Sslf-govermne.h or any sovareignty. KiLg ¢ Spain resogiized this long -

' pgo. Governmont ot llexicc iospeched it, and 4% is stidl recogeized by the United
States Supreme Court, WNew why, ir the feco of all these facis, arc W raquired
teday to file our land cleins with thoe Lznd Cleins Cummissica in Wzghington? Why
sra we required to esk a white man for a lord thet is alveady ours? This wholo

; western hemisphore is the homelond of 211 tke Indien pedple. In this fact ell

i

Indi=n poople should know.

Now, by whet cuthority does the govornment of the United Stetes pess such laws
without our knowledge, consent nor approvel sad try to -foree us fo relircquisih our
eacient rigbts to our land? Is it only for monosy? Yo do not went nmorey for our
lord. We want a right Yo live as we plesss, ¢s hunen beirgs. "o want %o have a
right to wrship as e plense and hzve our own land. e don't want to havo someonc
plen cur lives.for us, issue us reotions, soecicl security or othor éocle, Our rlac
of life has all boen laid out for us long cgo by our Great Spirit, llessoutu. This
is our traditional peth we nust travel now. :

- Mow if you truly and seriously veat tn help the Hopi people and henestly wont
us to unlsrstaid ons emcthor we denend thet you come to us who are Yhe religious
lecders of tho Hopi tribe. This is the only vay ve cax scitlo any problen. M.
must cano. tegether. The whito pecple seen to be ot loss as %o what ta éo now in
+he faco of this terrible H-bomb. .y fon't you core to the nost ancient race vho
¥now these things to learn what is to be dene?  We must meot togethor so thet the

co==or nan nay have his frocdom and security. - We wont everlasting life; so G0 you.
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-bive
sare noint. To the white
1% iz tho eleancing of ol

e both are amare of the fact that we ers c-ning to th
T e ¥

man it is a Judgenent Day cr the Lest Darys, T: th

by

+the vicked forces.of the aar‘;.h so thet the common man have his dey.
,/ " The Hepi Tribel Counnll is being reactivated ic”er Lut to us rel ioioufs ieadars
Jv

it is not legel; it doos ot here the sanction of %he t“'-" itional heedenen. ..nl it
is composzd of nostly young und educated msa who lmow 1i Sile or zctlhing about tihs
{ Eopi treditions. MNost of the nen suppertizz it t Gorviece cuipl oyees. ek
".ho have ebandoned the tradisiorel peth end ers afie» only nuusy, position cnd sif-

g glory. They. do.not- reprasent the Hopi pecpla,

Thasa ::ajor issues must be sattlad by ths hi.ghe:t <raditiaznel le adprs of tha
Hopl people anld the propex leadsrs in Yeskington, Is is $ime w2 zot togethar pzaca-
fully ard seriously fo settic thess metters rcw. TP w3 a1} to 3o titis oux 1lives
.are in very grave danger of belng totally dsstroved Buastse w2 do not want this
to” heppen to us or to our reopls we again decend thot "w come.  Should you fail
Yo. come .wa ghall be force ¢ bLrirg this matter vefore “is Uz'.i‘;ec'. 2ictions which we
understend is for the purpsse of’ settling matters o t:is pature. Our life is at
staba 50 13t us meet togeihor.

Findy 2y vTaln,

Yieso Lonsadtaae
SEap o m i

. - . o . . s .- J
BUBVFLTT CF DAl RATRICMITA, €57 ODYT. SOTVTSA

The Hopi wonid li%e %o see H,BR. 2174 ensordel su 25 K Poaans $he Eopi and
their lards from the riil antively, giving tho grent t~ the Mavaic. or if this caa-
8 R Ty £ 173 & Jo
nch be dcane, then deleaved.

-Boe the civeulur lotter of the Commissioner of Indiar Affairs interpreting
Sac. 16 of the Lot of Juns 18, 1924 (25 USC 4¥6) to mear thed cvery tribe shall have
"the Tight to be 2dvise?l of ol1 appropriaticn cstinates affecting the tribe, berore
such estimaics are submitind o the Bureat of tim 3 &3ct end Gepzress." (P, 130;
mdbc)aok of Fgderal Indian la7 b7 Felix S, Cchan, V. S. Government Printing Off:i.ce,
J.Bt-z

The Honi dc not need the 5rant. They are a group of about 4,000 pecple,
. & feirly stable vopuletion, vho have made excellent -spiritusl admstnent to the land
iz which thay live. ‘They do dry-farming and sheep-herding, ead they kave roligious
serenoniesg which only have significence in this kir¢ of cconomic life. They have
oazn living ' in this land contimvcualy since defore the year 1300 and their oul ture
is a very steblo adjustmont to this kind of 1life,l

The YNemedo on ‘the sther ha!:d wers nonmeds vho came in Iront the plains shotly
ef5re the vhites, end they inerersed repidly, until they ere ncw 61,000, Ther have

de no eecsnomic cdmstnant. They rsk the government for aid., Their swe cultur..
dn"s not s::tisrv then, :nd porhaps the white ment's will. They nay need the aid.?

i —— e e —— e s vte e i — - —— —— v - . e —-

1 ¢ Hepi Tlay, I,aum Thonpson and Alige . .Toseph, 1944
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- The 990,000,000 will provide a lergs TR for the benefit of increasing
tiave jo, apd may help them adjust by s2tisfyring their axpanding vonts; bui if Jourg
Zopi ars tenpted into this in eny nurbers, thon thsir trediticnsl religizz end
cerencnies which ere built arourd dry~ferning end herding will ro longer inve
=eezirg. 4 $90,000,000 gevernmzrt rrogram will g0 & long wey %o crose  their civili
-zatisre, : ) . ’

In roturn these wou-s noczle will be given nothing thot is eliuralls *ha
25nl o7 their Hopl traditis: 95 wesl spiritual becis for adjusting to th. ~hits
=enfe warld. 4. 1is essier t, dAustroy their spiritucl adjustment to the kial o .
ecenery thoy now have, thar vo give thex a soirituni edjustment to 2 new economy-
Racert tests indicste thet while the Hopi mre one o the most iatelligeas groups
-of Indiens they hove deve loped attitudes indicating fhet they are saved from men*m:

" 22d zervous breakdown only by their group axistence, If enything, even = lerge
£1£%, sterted to- dissolve their group tiss, there is denger of mental erd emotionel
melnd justment worse then enything that the white men wouwld regard as unconfortedbie
iz their present mode of life. ’

The Hopi hava naver fought a wer egainst ths United Stotes, ncr even
signed » treaty surrendering their lends to the United Stetes. They do not under-
stend wky the Indiar Bureeuw trests them the same as congquered Indisns. Their
rsligion forbids war, end their nems means fpeaceful peopls'. It should not injure
tha Qignity of the United Stetes to recognize the extra-territorial status of the
thres oesa tops on vhich thev live cnd their grazing lard any more then it doas to

>ecognize the status for all of the embassy grounds in Washington. Tt is because of .

vtis difforent status of the Hopi thet they will not appeer =t Cungressional hear-
ings to- testify; theyr cre one of the most culturally oblurent tribes in the U,S.
end they vent the white man to testify et their hearings,. .

'If the desert ‘needs developments, let the Neve jo, who aro syiritually able
a2zd want it, do it, end let the Hopi-continue to 1ive their traditional lives, with

c=2 control over their own children,

.. ™hief Dcn Katchongva end his people did not lmow of the two people whom
tke Indien Buroou brought to tostify 2t the hearings until efterwards, end they have
eot heord yet whet happened there, Parbeps recent intelloctual noverents concerning
Irdian relations hovo been $00 ome-sided in the direction of cultursl absorption snd
heave not.é‘aeen flexible enough to be helpful to those why went to . peescrve their owm
culiure, : S

Dan Katchongva
Sun Ckief, Hotevilla

—'.E'.A-.I-b-{d?-.—---_—*—-’—-——— ——

4, TFor instonce the Hoover Conmiission Tocomnendation of
Indian Affairs. i
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