. First Mesa Meeting, 9-2-1951, To Discuss Claims filing, and General Contract with John
S. Boyden. Copy in Exhibit files (Exhibit 24) to Chambers and Lynch 1985 (q.v.).
Copy courtesy Hopi Tribal Chairman’s Office.
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ébyuéﬁ;'mrﬁwbow1Carﬁéi;i§hp§g4ﬁt5ﬁhéﬁt;'" N

'ugfgaqﬁsl“Shing; Inberprqtep,,&nd=22”Hopia\presépt.“f‘

.\;The'meeting;was celled to orden-by:ﬁr“AQggna;ﬁ who ex~
plained*thgfpurposefoﬁ thagmeethng‘.; BT “y T

e A e st

R o)

Hr. Carnsls , Attoufjlaéb-meétihg§miﬁh'Er.fﬁéjaéﬁ;yéggﬁefple,péésed
‘8 resolution to hirs him ag .your Gl&ims;Attozﬁﬁyxgquésince ‘

bhatatime.Mr.wBoyden has:filqdzthe-claigtfop the . Hopt Pegple

‘and ‘has returneq 111 Make :8.7eport, on What he

has been -able to::do for yau'in'regardﬂtgixoup claim, " A mumber

\ -0f Hopi ‘people haye Asked thgt Mp, Boydethqnggderfandéhhrl .

. iléontract withzthevHopi;peeplg wherein he could :represent them

&s. General .Counsel, Mr. Boyden will diqcusa_tbigéproﬁddition
with you while he ig here, so at this time we will ‘turn the
meeting over to ir.. Boyden who needs nQ,igprq@Qction{to thig

Ve, Boyééngg:laaﬁ very glad tq be,.hera. Since léaﬁiﬁﬁfﬁéip_ﬂﬁke City
I was-in~Window~Rock»Friday_night andlhave_beenahqrgfsianﬁ” :

First of all 1t wag necessary-to-get.the,ciaim filed. This
- ¥&s'dome on: August 3, - You' remember. that the,thirteenthAgi
August was. the dead.line, The claims were filed on behalf of
all of the Fopi people, even though some have not voted to hire
mes. - Since tha'ma-ority of»the;Villagesmpassed,the Resolut;pn.
tha”c1a1m=was?riledffor’all‘the villagesg. ~It,has“toib9 done -
-in the right way because the. clalm 1s.a: joint one;, The- Copmi s~

sioner approved the Contract in the name pf all ofr the Villages,

and that is why a11 or their names appear on the. Petition which
We filed. . It wpuld not have been fair il we had-included only

tpose;that‘approved»thg_qontract. The claimhcanfbe”filediohlyEA

against the.Uﬁiféd"States, and 1t includes the land you occupied

in 1848, we could:not go back beyond that time because gt_that
time .this strip of comtry was under the Lexican Governmept, ang
We could nét suse Mexico, , C -

:ﬁg;~fhé.tbact.includas some land also occupied b& the ﬁa#ajo. But
Ahe. only land that we ¢en successfully claim is that to which

“We.can prove. excluslve possession, The description in the Peti-

tion starts out around the San Juan tver and follows until 1t

HP016840



: o s eobTa DLe3GUR®
2omneT gPTUE' TLLELOLGLELY SUT 5§ ILTE DLEICURS
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G0pU 2° TR0Rgeut L NoA a :

s s - .

\ ‘& few map earching in the = -
“ch - ; gtan which show what. has been, foupd to this.
day. I belleve ,‘startibyish9wiﬁgfyou“someﬁdf’tbqiﬁaﬁd o
thét T have Fourid ththIfdidzwgfhéVqlWIth mé ‘the last time I
Was here. "After looking at them' you{will.‘undgrstdxjg;wh'y_I‘“
have -i‘il‘qd"j:hc’Petit;}.@g’}’tﬁeﬂgy"’l ‘have, - o vF S

~ .

' PEPSt; I will show you the map that was submitted by early
Government nilitary men from 1849 to 1852, _You Will notice the

~ top P‘grtf-dff"jtﬁé‘?méﬁd; there 18 no Informatton Wp-to'the Utaly "'

border. Phtd is North of "where ‘the Hopi Vi1lages ar'e Now,” This

fop,Shows tHe csuntry’ betwsen' the ffgntiers 0L ArKansds’ gna "
NeW‘Mexiqqiiaxbu”Will"ndtrﬁe“théﬁgit;t&kesfiqfé 1ot of fna'*
territory that’fs now "Arizona, 'Thé t pg_tk}iat‘nvl.WQUZl_;dilﬂik?,;.tof

draw-to Jouf gtténtion Here s "Fort De 13

> you Lo Here' tance ;and: the Ndyejos
are all Rastof Fort Deffance, ' You 'will"alsg Hotice that the *
Little Colorado-River 1§ drawn {n #ccurately and the Hopl
people arg .all north and east of the Little Calorado niver, .
“The neXt map T .vant to show you is ’one ‘ofiNe’w',P._Iexico,iri"lQSL
that 137100 years ags. ‘Thismap 1s not quite ag.accurate as the
maps we have now, “The Little Coloradq River Seems “to'run
- strafeht’ out Mearly to Californid -ihstead of turning up ‘as we
thpw the river a€tually dgos. ' You wilf Hotice that dlL tareigh
this country*it shows that 1t ig uhexpXored; . However, 1f does -
show Fort Deflatice Here, Where T put my "finger, - You will notice
that “the -Moquis “sre west of Fort Deflance, “but the Navajos are
nov ‘¢rly éast But -alss a 1little north-and west up wheré the ;
Tour corne¥s are mnew, - - ° R U
The third-map is also ‘a map of the territory of New Mexico

and’ Arigend, - Phig also is 100 years 0ld." Thi§ does’ aim to shiw

an ‘outline™of tie claims of many of the Indians; - t, outlines
the “Hopl country and says - 7 Pueblos.  This puts the' Navdjos.
in -the seme -‘place &4 it"diq ‘on the other maps up by Shiprock'
and 'a 1little Horth ‘and west of Fort Defiance. Hers is a thing
that 1g a little disturbing. ‘Because we have to prove exclusive
possession in order to win, this statement wh@r_‘e,the_Li.ttl.e,
“Colorado and“Colorado ‘join, that this is s claim of the Navajos,
will} ‘have to “be ;explatned, You wlll notice that it also says’
"inexplored” so’ maybe they ‘dldn't know what they were talking
about ‘after ‘al¥, " It also shows the Little Colorado River
ruining elmost to California and that is not correct., So it
proves that the map is not accurate. I don't think 1t will give

us much drouble;

This'next map-4s not so old, hdving been made in 1836, This
one has a 1ot more detail, It shows St1I1 an’ ynexplored part of
the territoryarcind White ilesa and lmnedtately South of the San
Juan Kiver, You will notice that we have “he Little Colorado
River:ruhnine about the way it does now." . dén't think the

river has changed, just the maps have changed. You will notice
that there are no Hava jos shown down in this southwest part, and
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S ERY : 85 Years ags It:ddes'noﬁ‘shdi-Kﬂi*N&ngé&5 3
in this territéry east of “the ‘Lit+t] o 'Cdlo'ra'do'.R'i‘ﬂvér;"":?‘dﬁtli"-éf
the San JusnHiver, north’ of ths Zuni River; -op WoSt-6r Cthy -
Arizona border on the 'o'a'st.‘3’1dé""éxéepﬁf‘iﬁ-'tha’c "fex‘ri'ijqr"y-”up :
.Sround-Shipro"ck' a 1ittle west and E"li'tﬁl'é‘ﬁdrth"dszo;Fﬁ' 3

eflance, - -

The Yast ‘map ‘was made ‘in 1880; that-1g only 71 yeapsg “agoe’

I ﬂant”tofﬁéll;jOufhonweﬂhhpﬁﬁﬁ%dtt@;fﬁndﬁﬁbeiTh&ﬁ”&:ﬁhdF<*“*
t;meﬂéfstﬂe*zxequtive;eﬁdeﬁq%qssrvdti?‘:"Thaqq;wdsﬂébnﬁidsﬁ;x'
ableé COFPsspéndancae - be‘i-;‘yrl.eeh-fvmgﬁingtfon"aria “the Inddaw Agent, - -
In“éne “of thys o Yetters they spoks “aBolit &~ Map-‘being igemt .- o
alerig “to. shiow &bdut-tmfﬁqpi"dlaim. Ve then began &-séarch o
TENG the may that vas Féferred”ts in tig Téther. We ‘dig fing.
the “map - ang that 1s ‘the ona I have n ‘my hand now, '

. This i3 g map'op the Moqul Pueblo Indian Agéricy in Arizona
and showing “the pro’poged'l‘?esérvdtioh. It is signeq by Wm, - -
R, "M&Gur; US, Tnatan Agent; This heavy Tine S$hoWs -the boundary
of the Mo@uﬁfc%aim{‘he's¢x§; You'wily noticeﬂﬁhatiit‘d?§?§ﬂé

milés nortn of Winglow, Then*1't follows tha ‘1,1 ttle- Coldrado
OVer ‘to the Zunf River, It might "folTow 'the Zuni up & T1ttle
Way, but not very much, Then it 'gb”es"’directly north to White
Rock Sorings,; ‘whi¢h 1g about twelve HitTes west of" Fort ‘Defiance
and then’strajght wp Yo Where 1t startsd, one boundary of the

- Mogui Tarming ang &razing lang- 1s"set off by these checks., Tt

indludes all ‘of* the Vi‘_l-];a"ge‘s ‘Here, “There are Navg Jos 11¥ing:

J

Within this areg 0 1% ‘Shows that even then theré wére Navejos

liv’i-‘ng" on’ “tHe Hopi - claim; - "'Ifhe'sq »lit@le ~round “dqts" are N{i\f&jd

his does not glve away any of our land, The land taken
away which we “Ynow-wea cannet pet back 8¢ areas Tl Winslow
and Holbrook where t’he’d‘e’ed‘s' have "-‘beer_ifgi‘v’éﬁ Y6 the Pdople, “and
We can be sure’ that this part or the' :land hag - oen t'gke'%ﬂ“-g'w:;y
definitely," e TR i Lo e

K R L S e e e
'.'I‘he' Pefi’ti'on oo filg'd i~ﬁib\1‘i'of ’do_qs threé ?.'thi"ngs:f?:*%‘:—‘.'j=ff.»";"
First: It says 1f -thére Hap et a taking of ‘ur land ep
T any of 1t bas been assigned to the Whitétan without
’ow<pem'isq-idn, W& want to he 'pa}d for 1t . o
Second: Tf thore hasn It -been- a takingAand7tﬁeﬁe,ﬁaéAbeen a
trespass all:these Years, we want to be pald rent fop
its use," ‘ :
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-We want- the Government to give us an.accurate, accounting
of our-money. We want to know where- this money -has.
Ce gone. If the Government:has .sold some of our coal or

{, LT other resources, we want to be pald for thet: also, - That

‘ - 18.why we are-.asking for an accurate accounting of these.

. funds., . ' L - . . -

J’ : A Your claim that was filed is No. 196, It may not be tried

. in the next .five-yearsi. -Same of.the clalms have. been disposed

’ of wvery rapldly.- Approximately 50- have already been decided. .

L Our claim had to be drafted 7 times in our office and has been

e v .gone over by ssven different lawyers before it was finally )

v : _drafted into its present form. It has also been taken up with
E the Commissioner and Indian Service lawyers, That is what has

l-‘; o been done an your clalm to this time. o G

Recently a delegation of Hopl people came to my office in

I : Salt Lake City and talked to me about the possibllity of hiring

K me as -General -Counsel to represent .the Hopl people. As you

: lmow, the other contract you signed with me was just for the

o ‘filing of your claims. . There are other things upon which you

need advice. Apparently, there is oil on your lands and
posaibly other minerala and natural resources. To develop these
means that you will have to have legal. advice. I.went to Wash-

. ington end proposed a three year contract. This contract was

: drawn up tentatively, provided 1t 1s approved by the majority

of the Hopi people. - If you don't get money in the Treasury, I

would not be pald. After the work was done the EHopi Council

would discuss the fee- with me, However, the  money would: have

to be in the Treasury before I could be pald. T feel that I

can help you develop vour resources and other tribal enter-

prises: wherein you would: -have the money: to pay me. Then,_ at

that tine, the fee could be decided :on by.the-Council with -

the approval of the Commissioner. If you want me under these

circumstances, I would be willing to accept the contract and

do the rest I -could for .yous R A - C o

The contract 1s also drawn up -in osse "you bescome diassatisfied
; - with mv services or feel that .I -am not. working to -your best
: - interests, you could notify me in .writing :end ths- contract. .
. could be broken in 30 days. On the other hand, if I felt -that
you:were not treating me right. onr -L-was. not able:to do what I
should Z“or you, I could also.:bresk:ithe cantract: by notifying
_ you in writing and giving 'you 30 days notice. I know that is
a loose srrangement, but I'11l make a living anyway, and I would
.1ike to nave the opportunity.of working.for the Hapi people and
. Help them any way that I cam. . Lf you get tne money, I would be
-paid whzt I am worth to you., ‘I.would .appear before Congress.on
‘your bezalf when necegsary. Most.of your:business will «be -
within ne Department. If a-sult should come up, we could meke
apeclal arrangements on that., I could meet with the Council-
. and wor: osut the arrangements. If you want to ‘nire ne, we
will usas -he same arrangements as before. I the zajority of
tre Yiil:ces want me T would work to serve you. II this same
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procedure is decided uwpon, it would be lecessary for you to
Select two men to sign-the contracts: fop your VilYapges: 'wa

want to ses’ if we -can* stop the “Navajos from’ coriing In’ on"what
land:- you have 1eft, I vaht to alsg protect you in the Rel’ "
habilitation B111. 4 Jou know, you-are-under this the  same

&8 -the Navajo'pedple are. I would work with your Superintendent
and help him all T could, It hag worked out this way in other
‘areas where I have worked, . . - o

'Mr.'Carnélﬁffﬁre§thefe-any moré qusstions anyone W6hldfliké*to'ask'or
any“§u88é8§iéﬁ§”yqu‘vould;l;ké'tq mele? - S e T

Robert Admmsgs .1 would like to know what Iir, Boyden means by selecting
two pgqple.to‘sign the contract, .

¥r.. Loydens- “You L1l remember’iri the claims contpact you appointed two
" men to sign’ for. you to enter into the contract with me on your
behalf, That is what I mean, _
Andrew Seechoma: T can see now that you fellows do not understand. Ked
- and ‘I were appointed to sign the contradct, ang we went ‘to Salt -
Lake tb-éxecute'that.gontraqgg ' E o ) o
Logan Koopee: There ‘is one question I woﬁld like to clarify. Would wé
‘have to-go before a District Court aS‘We'did;before2 .

. kr. Poyden: Yes, Jou do have to go befope-a Distrfict Court. That
- could-be done in-any District Coupt, = - ... '

Logan Koopee: ‘That answers my question, Wé*went to Salt Lake City
becduse the time was shqftlf : S e .

Dewey'Healing: I want to ask ofne question. TWe want to understand

this. Last time we had“a hard time selecting two men. Could
the*same'two‘men”serve agdin?- TR 0

Mr. Boydén: . It wogldnlt'mgkg‘gny differehpe,_VSelebt anyone you wish, - =

George Chothise: TI-dontt lmow whether the meeting is open or who
shéuld speak, In the past we have nag a hard time to determine
our‘aimsy - The' time 1isg coming- that we have been looking forward
to-when we were ﬁold'a'white'man‘would come to help us, T thinyk
we 'should have Ehis mhan o on end work in our behalf ang help

: “¥e have Been:looking rorward to for many
yearsy - I : ‘
Lawrence" Lomavaya: * I vant to 5%k ohe particular question.. I don't

qufﬁd*uﬁaérSﬁénd‘abouﬁ our ‘claims, Wé‘have“aIWays§talked about
our-landi “We have had you in mind for aflonthiméﬁj’As I listen
1t f5'not - what I thought it wéuld be, He sald ii wduld be im=
possible to get our lands where towns ‘are, Will Mr. Rovden
deternine the btoundery for Hopnl peovle or will Someone else bg

. . Yith hin? ‘We want Some executive lang ror ourselves. That is

why I asked that guostion,
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"Mr. Boyden: I will-answer that in two parté.- Thé‘indian*01d1m5~“l
Commission. cannot determine -this. - All they “6an do L% give:

money. .

They .cannot glve you your’land back.:-In-the general

contract-I would not declide what you would gét, ‘-I-will get
all I.can for.you,. oot - ;

ir, -€arnal: . Are there  any more ‘questlons?:s <hiii e ‘f—;;‘:".-",.". .

¢ -

Andrew Seechomovi: .- Now ‘we have 'arrived at the "¢oncluslond4 *t6 ‘what
our opinions.may be.- George ‘has stdted his'views “as he sees
it.. George says 1t is very- favorable with him to Hire My,

Boyden,
Dewey Healing:

it will

instead
er.»Cafnal:_~We

Dennis Singuah:
who are

L3

‘Thére may be others who may want to ask :questions, but

take a lot of time so I think we should take a vote

:tofknpw what the feeling 1is.

might ‘agk for a motion that the Resolution be adopted,

I think we should have the opinions of our people
mesent - tiaho, Steven, and Hed, who_gre»oqr<pld

-people who are present, befdre voting,

v Navasie: I waﬁt.

to vouch for what George has said. It is true some

of us do know all of our prophecies, :-I have had dufte: an ex-

perience

with the Navajo. They are powerful because they are

financielly-able: I want it should be Navajo- to pay for the

land, but I see it is Hopi. This 'msn willwork for us. We have

had numerous meetings wlth our Council and as I see it they
have mot made. any heddway., .It 1s our elders lmowledge since
the time of Santa ©e and Fort Defilance. I appreciate what the
elders have told us, and at ths.time the agents of government
come among us why have our lands been taken away? It 1s be-
cause undesirable people have beer *ericroachlng upon s,

Maho:  Yes, my

comes an honest man will come who will be honest and righteous.

cY . -

son, my father, and my friend, I am glad.you .have -come - -
to our aild. T have submitted many complaints to the office.
When you first came you told us you would represent us. I

think there is something that can be done. I am old myself,
but I am thinking of my children. We are told when the time

I want to encourage you that you go about your work and be

‘honest,

When education came to our children they were helped,

I cannot step forward and deal with, the whlte man.due to lack
of knowledge and English., Work end recover as.mych ds we are
entltled to., Do the same for the-other Villages,. I do not.
know why some act as they do. . In the'pesl the Villages they
all worked together. A delegate’went to Washingtorr and they
. oW the wishes of the people, but I do:not- know why they act

. as they

do. Do not have fear. Represent us and do the Work

you have to do for our people.
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