Emmons, Glen (Commissioner of Indian Affairs), 12-1-1955a, Letter to F.M. Haverland
. (B.I.A. Area Director, Phoenix). Copy in Exhibit files (Exhibit 33) to Chambers
and Lynch 1985 (q.v.). Copy courtesy Hopi Tribal Chairman’s Office.

HP016832



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
- WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

AV et S emn vt o 1

Mr il

i a—

sro redrick M. daverland
Area Mrector, ihoenix
dy dear ¥r, Haverland 7

Referenca is msde to your letter of “ebruery 2h, 1955, com~
cerning ths matter of recognitioa of the jopl Tribal ~ouncile

 Oa the basis of informatiom swpplied bty you, containsd in

our files here, and developed by the special cammittee which held
nestings with the Hopi pespls this pest mummer, I have conclwded that
the elscticm at uhich the iopl Trube accepted the provisione of the
Indian Rsorgenisation Act was regulsrly held, that the constitution
mﬁmmdﬂyaﬂ@udmdmedbymamtmof he
Interior, and that no valid ressom exists to withhald fuid recogmition
of the Hopl ribal Council duly elected purmaant to the tribal .onstl-
tution so long as the council comducts its business in accordance with
_ the constitution and bylaws. The facts are that seven of ihe Hopl

villages, vhich are antitled to nine reprecentatives om ihe tribal’ -
‘council, sre obesrving and abiding Uy the provisicns of the trival con-
stitution and are selecting reprecentatives to the counclli, while tbe
five remaining villages, which are entitled to eight newbers on the
council, are not observing the canstitution and are not selecting rei=
resentatives to the tribal council. The constitution provides that a
anjority, or nine memters, of the council shall constitute & quorus
and, therefore, the sevea villages uhich select nine acmbers have a

duly constitated tribsl council unier the comstitution .or the pur-
pose of conducting business vhen all nine members are present.

fhe failure of thoss villages not reprecented oo the comn~
cil to select representatives as provided in the constitution should
not, operate to precluds officisl recognition of the tribal council
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when oonsiderad in light of the r3c4, that a zajority of +he villages

dth & MJority of the population ape Acting purauant ta the trikgy
smstitutian, 714 the ciz-cwaatmces, since there is {n edatence g

; cu"b'hebeby &nlarged to the ful} recogaition to which any duly
censtituted tr{hy] govermng body {a entitled, ’ '

Since the ru11 <ezharghip of the councll as now conati tuted
18 & bare quorum 19 Erascribed vy the consiitutinn ax g nrarequiss te
foue ecaducting trib&l_bnsintsn, it -d11 e Necedsary that all nine .
zembere be Present at any Reetiag wiera Susiness 1a conducted in ordey
that any action taken may ba the official action of the trisal govern
ing bady,

~@ ara {n 11 Ereeent vith the txurse of action taken
y “uperiniendent, Tensonean of ¥orldng with ana inforning the vi]-
+ lages which have falled to elect rerresentatives io the cowieil, and
urge that tits be continued until these villages choose to seng renre-
Sentatives to the tribal comci) ag oW crovided {n the Hool Constie
“ation or wntil the rom of tribal governuent g changed 9Kr9iparyisa,
Lmndment to the constitution - ag rrovided in yusticle Te

~incersly yors s - -

{36D) GLENN ¢, EMMONS

:o:maaioner

Copy tog Superinte_ndent, Hond Agency

Hicks sWBBenge: rur 3/21—2[4/55
Holdup

P.’'S. It is suggested that the tribal counei}l undertake considey-
, ation of ApPropriate amendments Lo the triba) constitution
vhichvouldd)ma-thnnmoofmotribal ing body
to “Assexbly, » "7illage Congress, * or scme other designa-
tion which would be more acceptable to all of the Hopi.





