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Stotement to Commissioner of Indian Affairs by
John 8. Boyden, General Counsel for the Hopl Tribc,
Hovember 3, 1953, Keans Canyoa, Arizona

¥y, Chairmcn, r. Commissioacr, Jucsts and Fricnds:

ncoplc, cach of whom could mske this roport to jou with
crodit to their people. Howcver, after a serics of mectbings in somc of tho
villeges, and with the fopi Tribel Council, I hav. bucn requested to make this
stabenont end I heve furthcr bocn instructed s to the subjocbs thuy Gesire to

W covercd. I shell cadeavor bo foithfully roport their desircs.

We were somowhat porturbed to licrn from & radio newseast taat our Iribad
Council had rcfuscé to meet witi you, perticulerly since our plans wure buen in
rethor foverish preperation with a vicw of attempting to craza into tic short timc
wou con be with us the many probloms we so anxiously enticipate callin, to your

attention. . Tour prisence has allovicted our apprchonsion and now we mw/ nlcc

this felsc roport in the s catcgory os the altogeth.r too many newspoplr
articles ond roports of sclf-asppo.nted benefozctors who without hesitation purport

to cxprezs the vicus of the Fopl pcoplc.

We wish we could truthiully say thet 11 of our pcople erc im accerd and

of on. mindG in re to the multiple problcems confronting us, Dissinsion, &

zool portion of which is not oi our own makin:, has becn chiarectiristic of wven
our si.aplest cuGeovors. The limited tramsition from the old to the new widch

has beken place has been indocd poinful, but ncvertiacless, Jjust as cortaia as

tie ineviteble in otlir roalms of socicty. IMany of our probluis aficct wvery

Facl hes & dofiaitc interest in bhe ultimetc solution of tiw Lopl

land question. Livestock grozing outside of village holdiugs, trens-reservation

B

roads bejond the villesc limits, oil, zas, and mincral development of tribal

N

lends, -- all have reny aspocts which cannot be settlod upon a villase basis.
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Phe Heoui Tribal Council is conscicatiously atfempting to avoic matters

which may be settled by the villages, rosiricting its activities to those
instances where conjoint action is requircd by the very nature ol tac problem
prescnted. e arc nob awari of any great diffcrences of our oals and aims,
rathcr our op, os:bion attacks our authority to act, cven when we arc in accorc
as to the dosircd result. Rccently, your oifice rccbgnizcd the Council aad
acccpted it as the tribe's constitubional poverniag body, whcther such ro-

acecptance was in fact lozally necessary is a matier that we are not now reg

rcé
to resolve, Thosc wio opposea tho council werc invitcd to comc forward with any
constructive plans which mizht rcsult in a morce democratic reproscntation of the
Hopi pcople. Wo know the Hopi constitution is not pcrfcet bub it's the best
constitution w. have and Ly its tcrms it mey b amcnded in a menicr similar to
that providcd for the oriinal adoption of tho constitution.

‘Je have conductod no lettcr-writing campeisa, althouzh we know the filcs
of thc Indian Officc arc rcplcete with attacks upon the council, often cmbodying
personal villification of membcrs who happen to be currcably represcuting onc off
the villases. we hope you will cntertain no doubt as to our sinccrity when we
say that wc want to confinc our cfforts and our lebors to tho personal advenco-
ment and genoral wolfire of thoe Fopi people. Only twe will 1cll whethor sucii a
noblc dusirc cen succeed or whether more thousht should be ziven to politicel
intrizuc. e do not wish to imply thet our cvery meve is porfect and that nonc
of our mumbers heve beon impclled or motivated by persoucl prejudiecs,  Cur only
clcim is that as & whole the couneil works honcstly, intcllipently enc dilizently,
and may I add, that it comparcs very favorably with many non-Indian city councils
2nd bocrds of county commissioncrs.

Our political diffcrcnccs have, we think been inaccurately describec, as &
conflict between the traditional and the young prozressives. Many traditional

pconle actively support the council, and cven a groater number have given wards
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of cacourazcment cnd approciation. The bill oi rizhts of bthe Hopl constitution
provides, MAll mombers of the tribc shall bo frec to worship in their own WRy,

to speak enG write bhicdr opiaion, end to me.b toscther." We respoct thet
provision. We solicit wour indulgcncc while we are being given an opportunity to
prove our worbh.

The Hopi villages wWere ¢stablished in their present location prior to the

time this tcrritory wes ccguircd by ti. United Statcs Jovornmenb. A1l authoritics
are not azrccd as to tho cxtent of the Hopi territory, cither as to arcd Cr usy,

but it is well csteblishod histarically that the rapidly expanding population of

the savajo coupled with @ dcadly small pox cpidomic among the ilopi, favored
dnvejo cxpansion ot thl cxpense oi the pucccful liopl scttloments. Sincc the

Trocby of uadalupo fudalzo government archives rovoil sympothy for the Hopl anc

T

his situction by :ony _ovoernment azents who wore in thoe territory carly ond

3.,

rocently, That sympotiy has not been sufficient sbimalus for Conzress or tic
cxcoubive branch of our government to overcomc the cver incroasing pressurc of the
Yovajo population numburing approximately 10,000 at the time of the roundup in old
b, Sumncr, and growing to a figurc now probebly cxecucing 71,000. The Bxcoutive
Order Rescrvation sct up for the Hopi in 1862 was then iantended to protcet the

Hopi country cgainst further cneroachment, o current solicitor's opinion to the

Tin

A stock nhrose caployoed il the oxeeubive order fend
I 1

such other Indicns as i Scerctary of the Intcrior may scu fit to subtle thercon”,
also uscd in mony treotics ond cxeeutive orders by tho zovernaont, has been siven
spceisl siznificance in our casc in order to Jjustify & anvonent which now cavilops

the whole rescrvaticu, with thoe cieuption of District 6.

A1l sibtlomonts of arozing problems gilviar risc to the crcation of the

srozing districts moticulously avoided uloimebe doberminotion as to trinel juris-
diction., Qur constitution rjave cuthority to bthe triix oily over Tt Lopil

villozes and such land as shall be devermined Dy the Hopi Ppribel Council 1n
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agreamint with the United States Joverament and the Wevejo tribe, and such lands
as may be added tacrcto in tho futurc.® The tribdl council was authorized to
negotiate with the proper of ficial to rcach such agrecaant snd to accept it by 2
majority vobe. This autiority was given in 1936. Lct us say, impassionatcly,
end after opportunity 4o weigh our words, We do not fcel that the Goverrment has
discharged its oblization in taking proper steps to commence ncgotiations for
tho scttlancnt of this lend problcm.

The opinion of the Selicitor, with which we sharply disagrce, granting the

yavajos on thc lopi roscrvation a per capita inteorest in the mincrals undorlying

the Hopi rescrvation is perhaps consistent with the previous recognition of grazi
rights for thc favajo, but it docs not roquirc thet these Nave jos rolinguish cloim
to the rishts of tiheir own roscrvation before they acccpt claims upon the Hopil
reservation. This is © situction unique in our handling of the Indicons for thc
Codc of Fedorel Roegulations end the courts havc exprcssly'prohibitcd othcr Indions
from sharing in the venefits of two riscrvations.

Particularly of late, we have fclt that our ow Superinbendent nas been
handicapped by an Arce Office attitude unfricndly to our position. A proposal by
the Hopi Tribel Couzcil that ccrtain funds collceted Y the ~overnment under
grader liccnse ro-ulations be placcd at tho disposel of the Tribal Council for the
usc of thc Hopi poople, with ccrtain limitations, Was concurrcd in anc recommendcd
by our Sup.rintondoat. The Weshinston of fice was not unfrimdly anc cven made
sus cstions as te hiow this wi-ht bo accormplishcd, bub in the Areo Officc wo wore
mct by 2 rccommendation by the Arec Dircctor proposing nghot the Commissioncr
susrest to the non-council villanscs the circulation of 2 petition requesting the
scerctary to conduct 2 reforendum on the question of abolishin:, the Hopi Consti-
tution and By-laws in accorcencu with the provisions of thet document.!

This scrious mistake was avortbed when the §oshin:ton of fice ruled WWe will

recomize the Hopi Council as the ~overninT body of the tribe as & wholc unbil
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such time as that body is modificd or changed tlrourh the wishes of tho mejority
of the Hopi people from he different villa os.” And o t this timc the lopl
Tribal Council asks oaly for sovernment by the mejority.

Uncur the dava jo-Hopl Rehobilitation Act funds fer 1ncning purposSus WLrc

sedo oveilsble for lopi Indians just as it was for Hovejo Incdians, he culey of

throe years in working out a satisfactory loen committee situation is CHCCLGL
@ifficult for the iopi to undersband. And incidentally, in the rehobilitation
act approved April 19, 1550, Congress recoginized the Hopl Pribal Council

requiring that it bo kept informed and afforded opportunity to consider iTonm
their inception plans perbaining o the prOﬁram,authorizcd by the act. (Puilic
Taw L7h, 8lst Consruss, Scc. 8)

The Tribal Council's application was coclinod cnd the Arca Officc cven
su=rested thet individual lom comaittecs bo cstablishcd ia cach villase, an
impractical cnd ncorly impossible reeormendotion.  Tho Tribal Council not desiring
te meke an issuc of the village gfestion then cooperatee fully in ossisting to
organize en independent lown commitbtoc.

A tribol momber from Polacca opplicd for o locn to purchasc ane opLTate &

4

frcivht cad passes

-r linc from Holbrosk, Arizong, vo Howoville vills

This

loan was cpproved by the lopi lozn comriittec and by the Supurintendent. The

franchisc wy the stote had been arrenzec for purchase, the franchisc by the Hopi

tribe was o forcgone conclusicn. The arec of fice simply rofuerred the locn bo the

gavaje Tribel Council for a frechise and there that loon has rosted b0 this doy,

althouzh it was subidbtcd on the 26th day of last Aurust.  After the llavajo Trib.

hes beon permiticd to cncircle tho Hopi lends, is it cny wonder that our pu pl

1 - e - . I - - . . ol s L -
beeome confuscd whon thuir own loans cannot be approved in vhe aroo of iice without

o

the indul~cnce of the sevejo tribe in permittlng o risht-of~Wway ovir cpproximately

[

S ~C s I TAL o~ e . PO > 3 3w i
13 miles of ow rament constructed ond meiatoined hiznway to the ncarcst reilroad

point?
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The Havajo Tribel Council now attoipts to rcach out end asscrt political

jurisdiction on the Hopi Exccusiw Order Rescrvation. Thut couneil in february

Y Movadio foscervation drozing Comalttees.

of 1953 publishod o posphlot cntitlo

Their Dutiss and desponsibilities.®  In Scction 6 (b) on paze 9, cppeurs the fol-

gy

lowinz: "In Districts 3 and 7 somc srazing purmibs heove beon issucd tuo llopi

Indicns. In thesce twe districts, Wovajos moy ceguire grezing permits iron

flovejos mnd Hopis, but dovajos mey not scll purmits to Hopls.! Unless tho
poplc speck for thomsclves now, past espericnce has proven that furthor risbhits of
the dopi arc beint lost today,

P : Y

Anincidunt of similar chorccter wos the subject of our protest lost April

when we learned that the Havaje Tribe was collecting fucs from tradirs upsia ho

et

iopi Exccutive Order Rescrvation outside of District 6, pursucat te its ordincnce

requiring pernent of Focs for the privilerze of doin, busincss upon the wovejo

3

L 4 EAR N

Reservation. Althoushr it wes refirred by the Arca Dircctor to bl

officc on licy 27, we have hezrd no word in roeply to ouwr protestations.

These feebs are not reitoerated with o vicw of simply criticizing tic surceu

of Iadicn Affzirs or any port thoercof, but thoey are intonded bo give sudsiance to

2 suz-csbion uwpou which most fopi Indians asree that the office of the supcrin-
tendent of the anveje Rescrvation should net in fazirness be held responsible for
overscein: the cctivitics of the Hopi poople, oven thouih such office bo charied
with ¢ dusl respousibility of supcriatondeat amé arce circctor., The :lopl should

net be subjectcd to thc indinity of attcupting to overcome the pr.ssurcs cicricd

rrzwent shoulé heve

b7 a tribc over 17 timcs its size. T Unitcd Strius

assumcd the role of protccting the rishts ond propurty of both tribes, roth.r to

2]lowins its administrotion to o dopt the dubious policy of ncrloctful waitinr,
. D e 8]

T, Commissioncr, the Hopi Tribal Council sces srcet nced for contiimcd
ron¢ improvimcit. It is not adversc to any rcasoneble and practicoble soluticn

te the problem of cduceting the Hopi children, but it docs want them proporly
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cducated. You will find us coopurative and heipful in 211 nlans reasonably
cleulated to make us frec and independent.  The grcot nocd of water development
for culinery end irrigation purposcs carllenzcs the best cfforts of us cll. There
is no substentiel rcesou why cloctric power cannot bucownc a part of tho daily lives
of the Hopi pcoplc, Iintters of henlth includins iacdequate hospital facilitics,
understaffod and waderfinenced, arc not te b solved without teamwork of thc
hihest order.

Jo want to be scli-sustaininy. The Hopl posscssis & proud and nviablo

reoutation for lonz hours of work ond the docvilopmunt of skills comporing fovorihl:

with 11 clesscs on end off the rescrvations, I our pcople hind cdequato

fFoeilitics oné resources they would not be 2 problci to tho Federal Sovermmon
they would be 2 sustoindn; companent on our Amcrican population, Wo arc not
shying from responsivility. W simply plcad for & voice in tho shaping of »xlicy

2fFfoeting our futurc. He erc not wnfricndly to our ncighbdors, the Havajns, we

3

only esk for justicc in tac Scfining of richis and privilasos of Jrave interest to
us botn, In nur mumile opinion, the zrcatest Gotermininz foctor in o foir toerwin-

ation of sovermment supirvision is the willi-gnoss with which the Jovirament of

the Unitcd States disci ¢s its ossumcd responsibility of defining and protecting

sur rizhts uwnder low,

se s o s
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