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Introduotlo

Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness was included in the National Wilderness

Preservation System NWPS on August 28 1984 The area contain-s 6699 acres

of publi land urroin ding ar eleven mu str tcb th rennially flowing

Aravaipa Creek Nine major side canyons of varying length ter ravaipa

Greek along its course through the wilderness The upper portions of those

side canyons were on state land at the time wilderness esig tier ard hus

were not included in Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness AGW

In land exchange completed ir April 1986 with the Sat of Arizona Bk

acqul ed approximatel O0O an as rorth an south of the wi1derness

Following that exchange and at the beginning the fford District Pesour

Management Plan RNP preparatior the ssue of consider ig additions to ACW

was raised by conservation groups and the public That issue is being

addressed throug1 th eport and the RTP

he avapa Ca yor Wi1deress Addtio Wilderness Inventory Report

identified about 17 240 acres public la avi wildern as haract risti

as defined by the Wilderness ct 1964 885 This repor cv luat

the ilderness alues of the re tle iian it wi drnes
other reso rc alies Desent tle area ai ttie effects erness

designation would have on other resources

valuatioi of Iderness Values

Size The study rca contains 17240 acres of public and wo

private land inholdings otaling 20 acres ar within the study area

80 acre parcel is on center portion of Paisano anyon north of Aravaipa

Canyon in the eastern part of the at dy are 640 acr parce is in the

southwest part of the study area south of Aravaipa Canyon and tIe mouth of

irgus Canyor These pri ate nds are shori the eport map The

study area meets the size requirement

The imprint of man work is substantially unnoticeable

ii the study area Developments that are prese in the area are mainly

range improvements ard ways that are associated with livestock grazing

The ways also receive some recreation use during hunting seasons
Fol owng as summary of the impriits of man work found in the study

area

94 miles ways
15 dirt tanks

cement dams

developed springs
corral

15 miles of fences

RAWS statio weather monit ring



Le desc tions of Impr nts ar ste in lab the

y11dernessAdditiorsWidemejsen rvjej

lluch of the way mileage Is low grade requiring ourwhee drive

high eararce veh lee fo passage The ways are narro wi cisc

get icr growlig In the center and the visibility is not prominen

riany of tie rt tanks and cement dams are not generally seen as

their location in canyons and drainage bottoms tends to restrict the

amount of rea from which hey an be no cad The cur ace area the

ater impounded varies from as little as about 30 feet in diameter to an

acre fo the larger tanks Nearly all of them were constructed years ago
and hay vegetation well established on the earthen dams and near the

margins surrounding the waterline This grificantly educes the

manmade appearance the dams The spxing developmerts are small and

inc true ye

The natur of the fences found th ougho study area

profile separate strands of wire fencelines that are not cleared and

bladed makes them largely unnoticeable The co ada of mostly
atura1 ppearln.g materIa1 minimizing the effec of its presenc on tIe

landscape

he Remote utomated Weather Stati PAWS on gently sloping
flat and see glt Igher th the surrounding vegetation The

aspect of the slope generally makes the tion less visible from nearby

.lewpo ha From dtar At dit the 5tt4p
visible when sunlight is being reflected at low angles The PAWS station

is substantially innot ceable tie study area

The 240 acres of public land in the study area appear to have been

fec ed primarily by the forces of nature with imprin of man xk

substantially unro iceable

ndiOollnIles foSoltudeoPimitiveaidUnconfined
Recreation An outstanding opportunity ccli ude is available

throughout the study area lhe upper ends of the side canyons

ra ipa Canyon are contained within the study area These canyons are

ten deep twisting and heavily vegetated pr viding superior level of

screening and possibilities fo isolating individua and groups from one

another The upper side canyons are also less frequently visited than

Aravaipa Canyon The rugged nature and lack of trails in the side canyons
tend to limit use to more motivated or experienced individuals Most of

the side canyons are not easily accessible from the uplands surrounding

them

Tie uplards of the study area also ffer aj outstanding opportunity
or solitude These areas between the carty n.e are varied in topography

consisting of rolling bills bluffs and buttes steepsloped ridges and

relatively flat areas dissected by rocky draws Though more open in

character than the canyons the uplands provide ample possibilities to

find seclusion and isolation from others Port ons of the uplands are

more heavily vegetated with pinyon juniper and oaks which further lends



-ig aid sepa ig pe from 11 an Ii tb

is iso s1igh ar ost easonal

aid siz top aphy and vegetation nyo and

up1nds contributes to an cu standing ppo trinity fo so itude the

study area

study area offers outstanding opportunities fo such primitive
and unconfined types of recreatior as hiking horseback riding
backpacking camping bunting sightseeing photography and wildlife

observation Opportunities for hese activities ar undoveloped lid

dispersed throughout the area 5ome of these activities are an extensi

of the outstanding recreatiora opportunities found in Aravaipa Canyon
Wilderness as well as standlig on tb ir own merits th the tudy rea

The Aravaipa area is becom rig world renowned for its trophy desert

ighrn sheep huL is ae ie g1y aed

The areas remoteness and flat ainess ethance the ut5tan lug

opport ties fo primiti and un ofined recreation fourd in the study

area These opportunities are conside ed utatanding both the

varsity of acti ities available and tb quality of eaci oppo tur

Spec al Features

The study ara ontains everal ecological geologi al or other features

scIenffr edtcational sceiic ts a1 l.ie
canyons have perein wate extremely Impor ant to wild lie Ii ese

environmen They also provide hab tat to native fish The riparian
environments supported by this ater are also critica to wildlfe uch

the upland is ideal habits for desert bigharn sheep The herd reesta lished

in the 1950 and early 1970s has ospered pro iding substantial

attraction for visitors to the area These features provide cx ellen

opportunities fo educa onal expe ieice and lent study of desert

ldlife and ecologi al interac ions

1ie ceiJ aics tc 2nrti ps rf we Hoe asis any
Canyon Hells Half Acre Painted Cave Canyon Horse Camp Canyon and Booger

Caryon the study area are outstanding The logy of the deep nyoi
clifflines is varied in color and composition offerig mary scei vist

The lush green of the riparian growth in the canyon bottoms also makes

striking arid scenic contrast to the drier desert vegetation of the canyon

slopes and uplards

Archaeological and historical sites are found roughout tie study rca

aid could provide significant information concerning the former inhabitants of

the Aravaipa area Though archaeological sites are known to exist there only

small portion of the area has been nventoried and sites re orded Some

historic sites are present in the area remnants of homesteading efforts

grave at the north end of Horse Camp Canyon just inside the study area attests

to the difficulty and hazards of life in this remote place
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The land utained in tte study area Ii multipi reso ic benefits tla

lead hei qu ti 988 Iate im uldeliTles fo an ge ent he

avaip inds were developed liowing the aquisition

%a rn Lt op- urii 1ii in8 er
watershed to otect the quantity quality water in the eek manag zig

eight major side canyons with riparian vegetation and stabilizing soil and

cm ii aid washes thr ugh better angelan ma agement WIldl fe benefits

included obtaining and enhancing habitat for threatened and endangered

species big game and other species high te eat to the public Range

management Identif ed opportunities to improve heavily grazed area and

compare different grazing systems being used in the ea Recreation benefits

Inc uded enhancing management existing reaion miimize mpacta On

other resources while improving experiences and access such act vities as

unt.ag1 campng hiking an acac1rng 1ltuwa. reou cpp.t.miLs
were to manage significant archaeologic3l tea onduc cientific esearcb

wel preser ed sites an the little studied 2pa he ture and to otect

areas of value to Native Americans

The dative permanency of ilderness des gnatoi would eYte

protection and ov de multiple resource benef ts to resources the study

arei ape ifically addressed the interi guidelines WIliernes

esignatior would preserve and protect natural ecosystem and

cormnunitie soils and rshed througio le he closure Vie area

JP.V nr lesg .rnd ubje..t tn isF ng lglt

reduce disturban of wildlife and cultural resources more tan would be

possib othew se

Dive sit in the Natonal Wilderness Preser atian System fNWPS

The travaip Sanyo ldeness dd ons tudy ea is ocated he

MexicanHighlands Shrub Steppe Oakjun per woodland 31 027 and

exicanH gilands Sh ub Steppe Cra.matobosa ubsteppe 40 52 cc systems

as efined by Bailey and Kuchler

The Oakjuniper woodland sysem is cur ntly rep cscnted in NWPS by

seven wilderness areas in rizona Six of the wilderness areas in this

ecosystem are administered by the orest Service USFS and one by Vie

National Park Service NPS The Cramatobosa shrubsteppe ecosystem is

currently represented in the NWPS by only one wilderness Aravaipa Canyon

Wilderness administered by BLM The Oak juniper woodland ecosystem has ten

areas under study for wilderness designation administered by BLM and USFS in

Arizona and New MexIco The Graina tobosa shrubsteppe ecosystem has 17 areas

under tudy admnistered by BLM and USFS in izona and New Mexico

Though no many existing wilderness areas are pre ent in these two

ecosystems number of potential additions to the iws could represent the

ecosystems The study area is one of several opportun ies to expand the

diversity of nat ral systems and features in the NWPS



Th area within ay
etropolitan centers Tu son and

for soil and uiltive Un ft

drive of Tucson in

miles two in

ho Outs an lag oppor
reation are available witI

43 designted wildernesses Ariz na nd re dco dmin ere

LSFS and BUI and

areas aid derness study by USFS BL and sh and Wildl fe

Service FS

5l designated wildernesses ii Ariiona New Mexio and Califoriia

administered by USFS PS BLM

-4 areas adsiin stratively endorsed for wilderness in Arizona and

Calif rnia administ red by FWS and

es under wiernes uy in AriL-rd Na

administered by USFS NPS and BLN
.nu dLLfurni

Cons dering the iuxnber of existing

presen wilderness designation of the

the apportuniles lredy avai Ne in

recreat or day dr viag

endorsed an study areas already

study area would not appreciably add

he NWP fo solitude or urn tive

of the two cities

The geagrapic distr tic stiig cdo sed and poteiti den
reas in Arizona and rew Mexico is evenly spread through Ut Arizona except for

he Iara3o es vt4c crte
istribued evenly rti to so th in New Nexic but concentrated in the

central to western part of the state Arizona has 45 existing wilderness

areas administered by the USFS lIPS and BUI and 56 areas mast managed by

BLM under study for wilderness designatio Tew Mexic as cx sting

wildernesses administered by the USFS BIll and FWS and 53 areas mast

administered by BUt under study ilderness desigra Ia

The Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Additions study area would not add

igii ica-itly th gographic dis ribution of the NIPS

eabilit

The study area is manageable unit which could preserve the wilderness

character of the land ii the long term Both surface and subsu face the

study area is administered by the BLM

Access to this remote rugged area is by foot or fourwheel drive vehicle

on the boundary roads There are no mining claims oil and gas leases or

geothermal leases or applications pending in the study area Although the

study area is under grazing lease it appears that would not confl ct witi

preser ation of the area as wilderness in tIe long term

Irnpacts on Other Resources

Under the Wilderness Act the lands designated as wilderness are witidrawn

from all orms appropriat on unde ie miring Jaws and are witldraw frorn

driv
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lea lug wider mineral leasing awe subject to Id exist ug ghte
ie ly ome prosp ting an expi ation wor ou tae ac wide the

ining ws but new cia Id be file ew mineral leasing would
be allowed This rovislon has th potenti to impa th noval of ener
nl mine escu ace not vered de ii existing rights as the ate

designation

The Bureau of Mines conducted mineral investigation of about 1500
acres of the Ara aipa area in 1988 The resulting report Mineral Resources

of the Aravaiva Study Area Graham and Pinal Counties Arizona concluded that

approximately 851 of the study area is covered by thick accumulations of
volcanic rocks which are devoid of near surface mineral occurrences Erosion

in he vicinity the Table Mou tam Nine has amp sad irregularly stributed

gold and other metal concentrations Geologic conditions suggest that similar
mineral resources may em at beneath the Galiuro Volcanis In 3000 crc are

surround ng the ne This rca is outside of the Aravalpa Canyon Wilderness

Adaltions study area No aoma ously bign conentrations any element were
ound in the stream sediment samples po nting to un1iown areas of

ne alizat or

Sand and gravel resources ae pr sent in Ie aiiage throughout the

study area but re far removed from rnarlet making the resources mmercially
unattractive

The entire tudy area has geolo Ic aracter atlas unfavorab fo

formation ccurnulation petroleum and natura gas No geo tin

xe ources re nown present in he study ea

Designation of tIe Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness Addi ions study ea

4ilderness would have litt impact on energy and minera Thi is due to

th area low potential mineral oil and gas and geothermal resources

Livestock and Range Managemen

Pc tions four allotments axis hi ie dy ea AU
clasalfi ci mt naive to range man gecent purposes The fol ow ng
Lrnauarls tuc graziug picferencc of eaai a1aotmeat

4nimal Uni Cattle Year
Months AtJN Long Cr

Painted Cave 130

786 months 131 months
Dry Camp 233

Hell Hole

South Rim

Several range management facilities exist within the study area These

are described in the Naturalness section of this report

Livestock grazing is permitted in designated wilderness areas where it was

established prior to designation Associated with livestock grazing
various required facilities Existing facilities may contirue to be

mai taired If ose faa li ies found to be no longer cessary th gh



ir ta an ye 1e sad ut fad

may ns ru- ad if it is determine they re iecessary be puxpo
so prote-tii tb rang lard ar as ar ff ma egm

rather than co odat in reased iumbers livestock

ne bods ons ruct or malitenance materials used necessary

eq1 4pet .cces equ4emet 1l dArse thrug1 n4roument1
nalysis Tie analysis will give considerat on to natruction main enance

andards and techniques that will achieve the most practical and reasonable

ppr ach considering the ilderness rae urce This ale include cc of

moto ized equipment and ehicle

Intensive management of livestock grazing would ccur ii the nppe Horse

Camp Canyon portion the study area Wilderness designation of that portion

of the study area would restrict some ctions neded for intensive ii estock

gr ziDg management

Prescribed fire is proposed to restore he product vty of portion of

the aige thin the study cc escribed fires may be all wed

wilderne when done in aecordan with an approved Fire Management Plan and

to restore or benefit wilderness val cc disc io of ascribed burning
is included in the Fire sect or is report

mpacts upon the rangeland resource be nizna laintenanc of

existing fail ties may continue new ones may be con uc ed Thoweve

protection of the wilderness resource is the important cots de ati ttat must

au.ted

Wildlife

Wilderness management seeks natural distribution number and inte ction

of indigenous species of wildlife Natural processes Il be lowed to occur

in wilderness ecosystems which ncl.ude wil iii popul tb as far as

possible without human inluences Management wil pr Ct the coidi ons

that allow natural processes maximum degree of freedom

To the extent possible wildlife species in BLM wilderness should be

allowed to maintain natural balance tb their habitat and with each other

Wi dlif may harvestd und State gulatio and di at wil fe ontol
easures will be applied only upon showing of need

The basic responsibilities of the BLM and other cooperating State and

Federal agencies in the management of wildl fe are not altered by the

Wilderness Act However the constraints of the Act and the intent of

Congress articulated in the Act and in subsequen legislation will guide the

management of wildlife in wilderness Wilderness Management Plan ad
Habitat Management Plans would specify wildlife habitat conditions to be

maintaine

wilderness designatio could affect wildlife by attracting more use

including hunting and norconsumptive wildlife viewing Increased visitation

could also put more pressure on riparian areas which provide important
wildlife habitat and nesting sites Animals that are listed as TE or are



posed Us rig in iso pe pie rig the

pact uld gene ly respoid wit tle uznbc

vi ting tIe area and ii in st cases is expected in ror

The preservation of sensitive rare threatened and endrgere spec as

dependent on wilderness conditio 11 be favoed

Wilderness designation will have very little impact on manage ent

wildlife in the study area Bas upon curre-r manageme ectices future

management anticipated laws and policies very little imp ct is anticipated

Timber

There is no present use of forest produc in the study area Current

planning documents do not auth rize harvesting of force oducts no

historically has there been demand so No impact would reatd by

ii ALes ds4gn

Recreation

Wilderness allows variety of uses including but riot limited

recreational scenic scientific education conservation and histo ical

the wilderness resource ill dominant in all managew rt dec clone wher

choi must ade between preserv ion wilderness char cter and visitor

use There are places aid ti with wildern ss wtez Va uos ma

reqte that receation an isitor 11se activities be stictec entrely
prohibited in order to preserve an nduring resource of ildeTne The

highest priority among various kinds of visitor use will be accorded those

activities which are most dependent upon the wilderness ervironment and

cannot be reasonably ac-ommod- ted tside the wild mess aid leas affect

the wil eiess eiv ronment

Considera or mus be given to the ability he wilderness res ii cc to

sustain ci or use without los or degadation of the wilderness resource

itself The social biological and physical limits of acceptable change ma

widely withir awl erwepri cx es riaris 4r types and

mounts of uses resource characteristics and the capabilities of the

resources to sustain different types and amounts of ii cc The leading

management tool and document to consider these factors and set guidelines fo

managing visitor use will be the Wilderness Management Plan These plans will

describe the level at which an area is able to absorb use and impacts and will

describe measures needed to protect wilderness values

Designation of the area as wilderness could increase recreation use and

iave some minor rpacts on other resources major impact would occur to ORV

and motorized recreation as it ould be dscontinucd off of existing oads
Little ORV use occurs in the area however and mainly takes place on existing

roads



Bo ie surf ar subsur withir the re federall oed
any nitt Ian se in the stui gr zlig estock

refer the Li eat ck and Range Management dis sal

zesou ie ar uility rrido ax lug

propo ad in the at dy area

11 an Vezetat on

rcreased visitor us ould cause so ompati and erosion

particularly along travel routes at campsites These impacts would mainly
be confined to such locations and would have only small effect on th aol

resou ce of the study area

Some removal loss of vegetat on could be expec ed at and around

camps tea result of Increased visltation These impacts would be

localized and probably light There would be no pacts to vegetation in the

enairder of study rca

cuitura Resources

Archaeological and histori al sites and values are unique and

nonrenewab part of wilderness To the eten con tar with the onceu

wlderess preser atior ad ntent of the lderness Act and objet yes

for ultural resource management these resources are available for

recreatio seri aciertific cdii ational canse vation ard urstorl

uses including ceremonial or religious use by Ia lye Americans

Cultural resa rces in mot instances will be subject to the fo cc

nature ir iue same manrer as otle ilaerness sources tuey or managemert

normally uot include any excav tion tab lizatioi iiterpretation
activi ies Salvage rehabilitatlor stabi izatro econtnuction and

staration work on archaeological and historic sites excavation and

intensive inventories may be permitted on casebycase bas where the

oject wil rat degrade ovral wilderress character the area an su

ctivity is needed to pres ye the particula es irce

Ad erse im acts upon cu tural esourre values er ted be slight

Site specific Impacts created by increased visitor use may occur uough the

miced esoce deelupmeu and zest ehi ie use cc hug from

Iderness des gnati would berefit ltural value

Fire

All fires will be controlled to prevent loss of human life or property
within wilde ness or to prevent the spread of fire to areas outside of the

wilderness where life resources or property may be threatened Wildfixes

will be prevented or controlled unless the fire meets derness fire

management objectives

Natural fire lightningcaused is normally part of the ology of

wilderness and human efforts to ban this agent may have resulted in



aini en ogi iangsin ndfaur some us de

turn ass vi deruess cosystems sore al stat

appropri al ow atur to burn bu only rmer wifl in

approve Sr Ian neat Plan

tue natural fire tinder prescriptio-i do not see me ft

unagemen .lectives escribed burnina ith isnition by Bureau personne
may be allowed on case bycase basis for the following purposes

reintroduce or maintain the natural cord of firedependent

osysta

To restore fire where past strict fire castro measures Ii

interfered with natural ecological processes

Where primary value of gi en wilderness will be perpetuated
result of the burning or

Where it 11 pa petua threatned or endange ed speci

Prescr bed res will be loved ly corfoma-ice th a-i app oved -e

Management Plan State Director approval is required

emporary fire camps helispots and other si es sed for fire suppression
or control act vities shall be removed upo-i camplet or of ire ard the site

ehbil te ural at 055 ble

10 yg
Increased visitor use resulting from wilderness designation could reduce

water quali same springs along cams or other natural wa sources
These impacts would be due largely to improper sanitation possible soil

compaction and reduced vegetation near the water source Firewood gathering
aid inc eased horseback use could ls have samc effect on wa er quality
Overall most impacts to water are snticipated to be minlasl Other thin

escribed burning previously scussed there are no proposed watershed

resto atior water improvement projects in the area so imps ts ft

wilderness designation are ti ipated

Air qualty could eceive some berefit urder wilderress designation
Those activities that contribute to wind generated dust such as soil

disturbance created by road construction or vehicular travel would be reduced

or precluded The cur eat Class II air quality asnagement standards would be

continued if the area were to become wilderness Air quality classifications

the respoisbiVty of the state

12 Visual Resources

lderness des guatson would be accompanied by VRM Class

designatior Class designation provides that ehanges to the visual

resource are primarily through natural ecological processes Very limited



managemer tiv elu e1 ro ages th 1st

th ar an ip ed if he rea bec wee derres

Impact of NonDes1gnation on Wilderness

Th _dy aea has rema ed in rond4t4 me ut t-
benefit of wilderness designation ii the event th tie study area not

designated iderness there Is not great liklihood that the rea

wilderness values would be irpacted or lost

Energy and mineral resource potential is not rated as favorable In the

study area and projects deveiopmerts that wo Id impat land the

dy area are anticipated If the are were not designated lderness tIe

public lands in the study area would hay VRII Class II and IV ratings Small

scale localized activities and aje ts could occur in the area and ceate
witn at wLdees v1 ter rer1

Public Coiiaen

Publ ommei oi dy -e ildeuies dsi on enat1 es

ill be sought durIg the draft RN comment period

Local Socia and Econonic Effect

The social effec wild mess de at on are pi ed be

sign ficant overall Local preferences for recreational activities should be

unaffected by wilderness designation siice app rt te fo iurt ig ORV

se along roads and picrikirg ill ii be available Some people will

obviously be concerned or upset with wilderness desigiatior Those favoring

wi derness may be pleased with designa ior

The economic effects of wilderness designation for th study area are

not expected to be sigr ficait Impacts to mini-ig and anch rig were discuss

earlier and considered not significait However some local eopl ill

probably remain skeptical as to the effects of wilderness designation

If the area were designated wilderness visitor use could be expec ed to

increase to the area That would result in some increased spending for goods

and services Because the area is within days travel of Tucson and

Phoenix those expenditures could be made there resulting in no economic

benefit to the local communities Overall economic benefits are not expected

to be great

onsisteicy With Other Pla

The Graham County Planning Ordinance amended 1970 identifies curre uses in

the study area as ranching grazing and mining The General Land Use Plan

identifies he area as gereral grazing mining recreation and hunting
Pinal County is preparing comprehensive plan that would identify public

lands under resource managem nt classification leaving decisions on these

areas to be made by the land managing agenc Th -ur et county one map has

the avaipa ea under General Rule an all encompassing category the

includes public uses ldern ss esigiation would iot be nconsistent with

either an



Thc Pr alps Canyon ress Addi on dy are has

char cteristics required for wilderness designation The 17 240 acre of

blic and mee the size equi mcnt Thc udy rca 3s natural in char toE

with the imprints of man limited to miles of ways 15 dirt anks five

cement Aams to de1ped srings one 53 irs enc
RAWS weather station These imprin ound scatte ed thro ghout the study

area They have only minimal effect on naturalness

Outstanding opportunities for solitude and primitive types recreation

are also found in the udy area Special features the area include

rips Ian habitat and perennial streams threatened and endangered species

including two species of native fish important wild if habitat scenic

geol gic features and cultura resourc Muli resource bene its

including the preservation of natural ecosystems could be obtained byti ilderess

The study area is one severs tent al additions the Nations

Wilderness Preservation Sys em with the opportunity to expand the diversity of

natural sytems and Ic tue in the NWPS The udy are woul not

apprec ably add to the opportunSties already available ii tie NW for

solitude prim tive recreation within days driving time from ma

popul tion cen era nor would dd signif an ly the geographic
ds ribto ftheNWP

Peervain Caiyr W1enss idv

ilderness character wou be manageable in the ong term

Na surface evidenc exists for tie presence of base and preciousmet
occurrences in the study ares though these minerals may lie at depth bene th

surface vo can The geologic environment the study area is not

vorabl Ic the cumulat5on of oil and gas resources Ceo ierml eource
are rot Io to is the at dy ea

Impac to range wid fe cc eat la da veg tation
ul ural resources fire water air and isual re ources are rot exoected

the study ea were not designated as wilde ess iot likely that the

aroa wilderness values would be lost

Ibe social arid economic effects on local communities that could result

from designating the area wilderness are expected to be mina Wilderness is

not inconsistent with the or angoing
planning of Pinal County and its current zone map

Forwulatio-i of_Alteria ives

From the evaluation of this study area four alternatives were deve1oped

wilderness no wilderness and to alternatives consideriig partial

wilderness



tlTessNocio
eage would ecommenied ía design ess

would be guided by the Aavaipa interim guidelires and the management

prescriptions deve ped the wb
Itbe mesfnl

AlternativeB Partial Wilderness

About 684 acres of public land adjacent to the Aravaip Canyon
ilderess BLN wou be recommended for deigntion as wilderness The

alternative includes portions of nine side canyons that enter the wilderness

No eta or private land irtholdings would be within the recamme ed area

The pa tiors of the nine sde canyons would be contained eight separate
blacks adjacent to ACW The Painted ave/Javelint addition would have road

ioh nd eas CW th lega ivis1
est as boundaries The Horse Camp addition would be bounded by ridge lines

way nd gal subdiv sian lines the iortt legal subdivision line
roads and ridge lines on the eat ACW on the south and ridge line and

road on the west The boundar cc of he Booger Ca yon additior vo ld lb

ridg nec on tho north and act .CW an the south and ridge lire and road

on the west The Hell Hole addition would be bounded dge lines an the

north and east road ridge line and AGW on the south aid ridge line and

ro on the wet

On the south of ACW the qi Cor ir bomed ra
4CW and or the st south and west by ridge nec Th oundaries the

Parsons addition are AGW on the north ACW and ridge line on the east
legal subdivision line and private land oi the souti and oad oi west

The Virgus addition is bounded by ACW on the no tti and dge nec on the

east south and west The boundaries of the Hells Half Acre addi br are ACW

on the north private land on the east lega subdv ii ne ani road an

the souti and private land on the west

This alternative would design te wilderness tla is ogical extersion of

the cx sting Iravaipa Canyon Wilderness and orovide manaaeable additions of

the side canyons that enter the wilderness Those portions of the study area

no ecommerded for lderness designation in this alternati would be

managed according to the Aravaipa interim guidelines and the management

prescriptions developed in the Safford District Resource Management Plan when

it becomes final

Alternative Partial Wilderness

About 14020 acres of public land adjacent to ravaipa Canyon Wilderness
would be recommended for designation as wilderness The alternative would

also include 720 acres of private land in two parcels Three sepaate
additions two on the north and one on the south would be made OW

The Pained Cave/Javelina addition would have road on the north and

east ACW on the south and legal subdivision lines on the west as boundaries

The Horse Camp/Booger/Hell Hole addition would be bounded on the north



ay leg ubdivis on lines aDd roads the eas by zid lines and

on tb Bout by CW and the st by ro The ut addition would

AC on the north and oads and private land the east south and st

undaries Four he ry teir ads Id the

The alternative wou add to the existing Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness while

re ucing potential co flicts with an area of intensive grazing management in

the northern Horse Camp Canyon area The area proposed for wilderness

designation in this alternative would not include 725 acres public and

west of Painted Cave Canyon and 495 acres of public land In north Horse Camp

Canyon in the study area The South addition is iden al the study area

boundaries

Those rtions of the stud area not re omznend for wildernes

designation in this alternative would be managed according to the Aravaipa
interim guidelines and the management p-escripti developed in the Saffo

when It acorn final

All l240 acres of publi land in the study as would be recommended for

des gna on as wilde Two priv iholdings to lIng 20 ac would be

included in this alternativ ConflIts with other resource uses including

iitensive ange management could esu Nanageme would ided by BLMtS

1iiderness Ia ag ment Policy ard mai.uals

dO


