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Three wilderness inventory units lie adjacent to Aravaip Canyon
Wilderness ACW The smallest inventory unit 195 era nor and

northwest of ACW and is bunded by private land roads and the wilderness
The inventory unit north and east ACW contains 8810 acres and is bounded

by roads the San Carl Indian Reservatior private land and ACW he
largest inventory un 9565 acres is southof ACW and is bounded by roads

private land and the iderness Table summarizes the creag of each

unit

Table

Wilderness Inventory Unit Acreages pproxfmate

TJnitl Uit tlnit3

Public Land 1195 88 at 9565
Privat LazJd _____ jQ at 640 at
ot 195 at 890 at 10 205 at

Each wilderness inventory unit meets the ze equirements of

Wilderness Ac 1964 by having at least aces of and or of

ufficient size as to make pra cabl its preservati and use in an unim
pa red conditi The smallest inventory unit though less than acr

satisfies the size requirement by vi tue being cant guous to ACW The

thr wi deriness inventory units will be addressed in this report as one wii

deress inventory area adjacent to iCW

The combined wilderness inventory area contains about 19570 acres of pub
lie land rorth ad south of Ara aipa Canyon Wildern as Priva laud with ii

the wilderness inventory area totals 720 at es The derness itself is

6699 acres of public land

Naturalness

The imprint of mans work is substantially unnoticeab throughout the wilder
ness irvento-y area Many of the developments that are present in the area

are range improvements and roacs and ways that are associated with livestock

grazing The roads and ways also eceive considerab amount of recreation

use during hunting seasons Following is summary of the imprints of mans
work found in the invento area



11 mies as

miles ways
dirt tanks

cement dams

developed sp ings
orrals

2i wiles of ence
1.6 miles of pipelires
Painted Cave line camp consist ng of use corra de do ed spring and

mile access oad

RAWS station weather ma itoring

listing of imprints of mane work toiship and range and section
mid in able the end of this report

Much he road and way mileage is low grade requiring four wheel drive

igh Learance vebiLle or pdssage he ae cc af ri rig erie

roads the roads ays ae gen rally narr witi some vegetation growing in

tte center and the visibility of these roads and ways is ot prominent

The following eight roads have been ide tified ente ig into ending
withii ie iderness inventory area

Pa Gave SENE Sec 65

Iwin Inks Sees 39 10 T.65.Ll8E mi

Cement Tank IWNE Sec .6S Rl8E mi

She Pastare 15 Se3 L6SR woE
Pa rank Sees 8918 T65.R 191 mi

Pilares Tank Sees 911 T.6SLl9E mi

Bill Corral Secs232635 T6S Rl8E 32 mi

Stone Cabin Sees 27 3334 65 LI8E mi

Mary of the di tanks and cement ems are generally seen as heir

ocation canyons rid drainage bottoms tends restrict the amount of area

from which they can be noticed The face ae the water impounde
varies from lit le as bout 30 feet in diameter to in acre for the larger
rnk Nea.y aL h...m wer .ons.ruced ea go ar ha gett.on
established on the earthen dams and near th margins cur ounding the water
line This signif cantly reduces the maimade ppearancc of the dams The

spring developments are small and unobtrusive

Though fences are found throughout the inventory area the nature of their

construction low profile separate strands of wire fencelines that are iot

cleared and bladed iakes them largely unnoticeable The corrals are widely
scattered in the inventory area and are made of mostly naturalappearing
materials further minimizing the effect of their presence on the landscape

Two pipelines run along the ground just inside the undary road one on

the west and the otter on the east side of the inventory area They are both

surface laid and approximately two inch diameter lines that re oftei obscured

by low growing egetation



The Pain ed Cave Ins camp sits dor bat

test willed my that its the from whi th camp can been The

deve opments there affect only he naturalness the Imme late area to hi

they are co fined

The Remot Automa ed eatbe Station RAWS is on gent sloping
and Ises slightly higher than the surrounding vege ation The aspect of the

slope generally makes the station less visible from nearby viewpoints than

from distance At distance the station is only visibl when stml gbt

beirg reflected at lo angles flie RAWS ation is substantially unn tic able

in the wilderness inventory area

230 re area within the inventory area co tains sews developments
that taken together affect the naturalness of the NW Sec and the NE 1/4

Sec 38 That area coitains two ir tanks large orral
one mil road and about 2.6 miles of fence The facilities serve as the
iub of ar intensive livestock grazing oper tion

Naturalness Is also affected by several developments on 100 cr
in he Dry Camp/Ri rca area on tie east of tIe rven ory rca That

area -oitajns 35 mIles of roads 35 miles fences mile of pipeline
and four rt tanks These developments are also use priinari or livestock

graz ng operations

itri the exception of the two affected pirc le die md
above lie ed ads wh ch er nt rd end ithin the inventory area the

remai der of the lderness inventory area totalling 17 240 acres of pub
land appea to have been affe ted arily by the forces of iature with the

mpriit of manes work substantially wtnoticeable

0utstandjn Opportimity or Solitude

Ar outstanding opportunity for so tude is avai able th oughout the

natural portion of the wildeumess inventory area The upper erds t1le

side canyons of ira pa Canyon are contained wi hii the inventory area
Thes canyons re often deep twisting and heavily vegetated providing

superior levei of screening and possibil tie for sola ing mdi Id ale an

goupe ram one another Th upper side canyons are also less frequently
visited than Aravaipa Canyon The rugged nature and lack of trails in the

side canyons tend to limit use to more motivated or experienced individuals
Most of the side canyons are not easily accessible from the uplands sur
rounding them

The uplands of the wilderness inventory area also offer an outstanding

opportunity for solitude These areas between the canyons are varied in

topography consisting of rolling bills bluffs ard buttes steep sloped idges
and elatrely ia areas dlssectea oy rocly draws Thougn more opei in

character than the canyons the uplands provide ample possibilities to find

seclusion and isolation from others Portia of the uplands are more heavil

vegetated with pinyon juniper and oaks which further lends to screening and

separating pe sane from one another Visitation to the uplands is also slight

and is mostly seasonal



eral the size topography and vegetation caryo the

upi rids con ribute ta rid ig pportinuity fo de

ress inventory are

QtanditorptmjtjedUneonfinedecreatio

inc naturaj portion tile deness rve toy aft is outst riding

oppor unities for such primitive and unconf tried types of recreation as hiking
horseback riding backpacking camp ng hunting sightseeing photography and

wildlife observation Opportunities or th activities are tmd velope and

dispersed throughout the inventory area Some of t1lese acti ities are an

cx erision of the outstanding recreational opportunities found In Aravaip

Canyon Wilderness as well standing ti-el own merits within the

wilderness nventory areas

The ra pa rca is be omiig on renowied for its tr pb.y desert bigh ru

sheep bunting These nighiy vainea ti-a gh mted opp rtunlt es

able the inventory area

The area remoteness rid naturalness enhance the outstanding oppor
tunities for primitive and unconfined rec.reaticr fou ir the wild mess
nvento area These opportunities are considered outstanding both in the

diversity of activities available the quality of each oppot iii

Supp erneut alues

are wridemness inveit ry area conta na severa ceo ogical ge cal

ther features of lent ftc educational scen stoned value Some

of the side canyons have perennial water cx remely important to ldl fe in

desert enviranmerit The also pro de habitat native fish The niparian
environments supported by this water are also critical ldl fe Much of

the upland is ideal habi at dese- bigiomn sh ep The rend reestablished

in he l95Os and early l97Os has prospered uroviding substantial attrac

tion for visitors to the area These values present in the wilderness inven

tory area provide excellent pportunit for educational exper ences and

scier if study of desert ildlife and ecolog cal lntcrcti ns

The scenic values of the portions of Eel Ho Parsons Gany Virgus

Canyon Hells Half Ac ainted Cave Canyon Horse Camp Canyon and Booger

Canyon in the inventory area are outstanding The geology of the deep canyons
and cliffilnes is varied in color and composition offering many scenic

vistas The lush green of the ripanian growth in the canyon bottoms also

makes striking and scenic contrast to the drier desert vegetation of the

canyon slopes and uplands

Archaeological and historical sites are found throughout the inventory

area and could provide sigrificant irfonina.io conerni.g forme.L inh..b

itants of the 6ravaipa area Though archaeological sites are Iuiown to axis

there only small portior of the area has been inventoried and sites

recorded Some historic sites are present in the area remnants of home
steading efforts grave at the north end of Horse Camp Canyon just inside

the inventory area attests to the difficulty and hazards of life in this

remote place



aCntou
Nm within he inventory rea could be ei ad ii

return rd wing 1st the way

Javelina NE Sec 16 Rl8E
orse uwP SE

of Sooger cc 6S R4l8E ml

of Sand Tanks NWSE Secil T.6SRl8E
of ru key Creek Sec31 165 19Ev ml

lW of Wire Corral Sec 7Sk 18E

of White Tank Secs2635 1.65 Rl8E 1.6 ml

Elils Corral Sec.23 1.65 R.18E .3 ml

NW of Stone Cabin two forks Secs.2127 28 .6S ml

These aye total mile and could return to substantially unnotice
able rrtl nat pr._cesses Some the wys rtin of .y
are already substantially utmoti eable ar pasable only by 11 terra
vehi o- motorcycle

fle Aravaipa Canyon Wi derness Addiloras w3lderne Irvert arci meets

the sJz requirement 17240 ac public lard por of the are appears
to be tural with he mprint of man work substantia ly wino Ice bl

Ab Ut 720 ac of ivate land two pace1s so the area There

ar ir stte lpi thr1agQ Th ae. ffes usL.ndng pport1wlt an fo
so itude and pried lye and unconfined types of re suppl
mental values

The 17 240 acre public land area will studied in the Safford Distrl

esource Management Plan to determine sum abil ty fo des gia ion as ilder
ness as ar ddi ion to avapa anyon Wilderness

1/



LAV .MIY WILDERF 55 ADD 10 ULD SS KTT REP

TABLE

kTUPALRE IMPRINTS MLN WO

Jackson Tau
fence 1.3 ml

1ESE Haught Tank
fence 25mi
fenc 12 ml.
fence ml

peline ml

pipelbe ml

pipeline .5 ml

.le1 ne

SENE Painted Cave Camp hone
co al ccess oad

ml develope spritt
SWSW fece 25 ml

cement ank

Sc fence 35m1
road 1.9 ml

NW1L emen ank

NENE Trap Tank

cor al

SESW PAWS Station

Sec ferce 1.2 ml
way .4 ml

id ank

fence ml

way .4 ml
Jve1lna Tank

cement dams

Twi _ai-
road .4 ml
Twin Tanks

way ml
Sec. 10 road 12 ml

NE fence .5 ml.
Sec 11 way .7 ml

fence ml
NWSE way .1 ml
SWNW cement dam

Sec 12 fence .8 ml

SWSW Horse Camp Tank

Sec 20 NENE fence ml
Sec 21 ways 15 ml

NWNW fence ml

DCL
Sec 27

Sec 28

Sec 33
Sec 34

17 Sec

Sec

Se

SW
SE

NW

cc N1/2

NE
NE

SESW
NESE
NE

SENE
SE



SENE Flower ring

od
ay .3 ml

11 Go ra

Woodrows Tank

ferce .1
Re

13 road ml
Sec 26

NENW
NESE
NESW

Se 7SEKE
SE

Sec

NWSE
30 NE

Sec
Sec

pipel ne .2 ml

feice ml
fence .2 ml
roads ml
fence ml

SWSE dirt tank

Sec fece 11 ml
roads .4 ml

NWSW Jick Tanks

Sec 17 roads mi

fence .8 ml
E5W Pila es lank

Sc 18 fence ml
road .7 ml

1P Pats Tank

Sec. 31 fence ml
way .9 ml

NWSW Nesral Tank

cc SWNW fence .1 ml

way 1.2 ml

Playa Tank
Basin Tank

Houston Tank

Bill lank

ence ml

va
fence .2

NWSW Lupe Seep
Stone Cabi

swsq Stone Cabin Tank

road ml
ways 8ml

rral

fe ml

Diger nk

na .c
rod ml
way ml

NWNW road .3 ml
White Tank

Batam tnk
fence ml

dam

SWNW
NWSE

5e 36 SESE

Sec
Sec
Sec

Sec

SW



way
ri ral

oor ank
road iiL

ence

SENW Brown lank

ec a1pr
Sec 14 SWE fence ml

Footrote

The iamed tanks are gene ally dirt tanks reservoir behind an rthen dam


