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airing Id 1950 pqpularity of ravaina Canyon soared as result

of adcsprcad publicit Scucral articles it State an nationa nagazines

brought attention to its significance as place or various kinds of

recreation Visitor daiar ds on the caryon ire ised diana 11 lead-i

to grcwtl of vandalism litter and destruction Oi seine of the at tractive

ess of the Canyon

use increased irost interest jrciips and inaividuars were anxious

for BLI rupose regulations to preserve the canyon fran unres ricted

visitor use

With the exception of rcng ocposition fran off-mad vehicle COF

gr pa tr do rug the canyon tc retorized chides and fran 1-urters

banning Id discharge of firearms in the canyon bottoms plolic ppini

rongl supported ffo ts to oreseruc the canyor nural beau and

iouen ss ni overuse and abuse

wC of hc inuai icler fu xar thet Ic au sold

his ranch to an ivironmental organiza- on because he felt ts sa gould

help protect the canyon for fu are jcne ations This se ise of cci cc was
evident in xneny of the etters and responses received tinrtaining to Aravaipa

Canyon mar agenent and desionat on

Cn January 10 1969 the Secretar of the Ir terror designated aporQx1-

iiatcly 3957 ac cs of piblic lands in nra aipa Canyon Arizona as the

Arava pa Canyon Print time Area

C- of Objactic -veting aaipa rary
Area is to ovide oppo tunitres for %T iderness rea don eperierices
The Bu eau of Land \Ianagenent is ccinnitted to adnunis ering Aravaipa Canyon
Primitive Area for the use and enjoyrrent of the Arerican people in such

manner as will leave them uninpaired for future use and enjoymant as

wilderness provide for the protection of the area and the preseration
of their wilderness character PL 88 577 Section 2a

The Secretarial Order carried mandate requIring the BIN to develop

nanagenert plans fo the area ith the aid and advice of all itterested

parsons and nrcips arid keep hese r1rin ci rren manageirent nan for

Aravaipa Canyon was ccrcpleteii ir Otter 19 followi rg intensive study

and solicitation of ccrrmsnts fran ti-c ger era eb ic and authorities having

first-thand kra leage of Aravapa Caryan and its resources



The ave onaaecant plan i4nct rece ved ep ad eer
the oi ha tcr dcc aa ob en at ny bc reiized 11

to teat enhance ani mai tair ttc na iral bcau ar ii

iti ciaractcr of land ihi1e pta idixg isito ith ruanJLr glul and

ia ity primitive eçperie ce througt proper escu ce xl sitor ianag Sent

to identify recreation faci iy requi ererts and iinita one

ca irensura wi ii Dtection of the erviro rmant and to identify public eeds

to ide Ly and regulate an acceptable level of recree ion
cc to pro arve and protect other resairces particular wild if hat ta

to de op an interureta aon and ml matron ogr fo the

protection aria iaent catiar nat iral turaJ values for Jie benefi
of stors

to cr re that the cririon jon or the iaplelrentation of the

an are an ed cut thrcugh coordinat or ii othe BIll ccci act vities
federal state lou- goverrrents and the general pub in

the extent feaib to alhci tel er lea ccl

succesaio fo scicntifc md er study

tnage be a1 eures or eir cc iii tno

reareaticr ax pi tout then Iron ir tem na or vi erte se or
damage

To achieve the primary objective of protec rr ihanc ng md mm
taming the natu al beau and primitive character of the land pasitive
steps are required to limit man influence upon natural ural ial

and primitive values

To otect the nat al env mrrental and ti tic

ie en a1 ed tu tori vehi- as

lor visitor safety thLr dimchange of firearm is urohibited in Aravarpa
Canyon and adjoining side canyons

To aim or natural reprcduction of the ripe an vegetation and
eliminate conflicts with visitors livcstcck grazing has been terminated
in he canyon bottoms and continues under cv static managem ent Cu the can
yea rni

Mi ral orrisrirting -iid rninirg under the 1572 TLng an trmhihited

wiUun the or imitive area

Visitors use is restricted tq the fol rg ego atroi peririt

systen limits vistors to 50 persons par day 1cr gth of stay is limited to

three days and two nights Ii rses can be used for day use on grcup size

is united to ten per grcup for hJicers and five px cup or torcbadk
ride Pocrcatiomist arc prohibited fran co lecti disturbirg or

astrqying vegetation anir Hls rooks or cultural artifacts



Recirce study and resear co tir rauto and evalu te
conditicn eah la ir ater alit tests getation trend

idle ildlife research xl visitor carryirg cariacity udies wi be
initiated caitinuei to in re treser oticn ot iderness valnea
iriaintenarec of iraxiiniri racreational enjqvit

Ar inter iaton and interpretation pxcgrarn ci be ntinued to ed cate
visitor and as st hem it achic -ing the rraxirium enjcnsnt and benefi on
the area

ir at gill rout erie to be rimaged by ful tine super
staff of to one res dirg at the eas admin -t ati sit and the

other at the west adnanis rati ite This ate pray des for visitor
sate di piorec ion rnrcrug egw.ar pitro in is canyar They are
fran ed ir first aid and escue rocer urea ey rue nthin traiThead and

support ac ties at ch end of he car yen ax continuous nriitor via tar
use and resource candi or Radio car runicatians bt isen the canyor and
District ice ensu fast and direct response to any si ia icm

Support far cc ill be limited to those reriu red to rest vi itor
ecd and tr protect he frgi1e resources within the primitive area

urirg he last verat years various senrct .atud es arid uxvys
ha lcted d.c 6La ut to esert utiy
rert pT.anning

Folio ing are past research and rrvcy findings relevant tr Ann pa
Car you Prnutivc Area

mineral sri vey of the Ar yelps Canyor Instant Study rea Mineral
Rero irces of the Ara\ a- ustant Stud Area pina and Graham
Co inties Anianna cas cciç eted 1978 by the Geological Survey
USGS and the Rureni of es SLI1

The findings concluded that no iir sal le ore dsposits are kr cwn in the

Aravaipa caryar Pr rative Area The is has been no jreduction of any mineral

canatilty

The presence of eo1ite has beer dicaterl in parts of the primitive
area Although atural zeolite has great potential value the zeolite in

the Instant Study Area does not appear to roust trite sigi ficant rcaource
because of mining cos that would prahably be prohibitLve caurpared with
the cost of nuxiing other near cur face deposits elsewhere The seolite
beds in Cave Canyon arid Aravaipa Canyon naccec posi nns in

vertical cliffs of canyor and tcpegraphy under arge ar rents of tic tier

Although an estimate of the cost of minir as rot toe it could be viny

tines yr-ater than the $8 $20 par tar $9 to a22 pe nY average imiring
cost for other zeolite deposts

The area appears to have lc mineral pate al for rota Ilie mrs als
Sin the latest kno ii mineralization in ire reccian was previous to he



depositio tIrne upp suer ce the Galiuro Vo ca cs iny pose re

dcpos ts ou1d occw orly be1ci upoer sequence at depths of at 1cs

feet 180 ir the vicinity of ie sir deep drill hole and prothl ly

greater e1seriere inside the start sted area Only aporadLe ragn vaiues

for sate base and precious rretals are discovered ir the course of this

investigation the mu or geochet acal anaraly perceived in the vicinity of

the northtrending fault in the eastern part of the area nay indicate cak

age fran an undetermined ndr eralized area at unknown dpth Ho ever ro

anarelous values were observed in the only dril iole to penetrate the

think ess of the volcaxucs and sarple the underlying Precambrian reeks

Ir 1975 Patricia ilrran and Barry Richards incler tte direction of

the Caltura source Managenant Sec on of ie rizcrma State serur con

ducted ar arcbaeo ogical survey Aravaipa cnyo apart

eological Suy ayaiCaneePrnnitieArca Series No 77 TIitff

and surrrnarired known cult ral reso trees ithan the boundaries of tIe

Ar vaipa Car yon Prautiti Area and adjacer areas The eport al dre

cussed recoirrendations for the proteetior and interpretation of each site

and the future reatircr of the total archaeological resour es

An aip ib iahed report ASe Selected Pt sicalthemical and

BiolocacalPerareters of Aravai Creek ii or esentediT2
to he Deferthrs of Wildlife ard Bill Ga ford Dist Of ce The author

iua ck ey cee ced crochen pe re and

found dissolved elertant concentrations excep rercury wutlur cm
nendetl water qualihj standards In seve al saup .es mercury concentrations

exceeded recanrended meximnum levels for drinking water and for fresh water

aquatic life and ldlife Mercury entry points into the cx ek re not

identified

progress report Ecological_Anai sefAravaipa Creek_and Environs

elaU to Future Far and ater Use was ccirpletad in 1977 ly ikley
Ius report adentif cs Aravalpa Cr as the only xizona stream known to

support laree of nat Ii species an the bse cc of subotan

tial nmnthers of int tx5ucad species avaipa Creek supports seven of the

12 known native sI species of the San Pedro River systetr

The Ar zona Carte arid Fish Carnar ion listed several threaten ad wild

life species ssthich occur an the prurra ive area For detailed listing

refer to Threatened and Unique i1dli of Arizona list approved lay

AGT Setober 21 l978

The Federal Pegister Volmue 40 Nurther 127 listed candidates for

theaten or endangered plant species survey as conducted to deter

mine the status of such species whose range habitat ard altitudinal dan

tributictn indicate their possible esence in the study area Of sixteen

species three are eonfinrrad to exist ir tIe study area six probably exit

and seven possibly exist

In l98 the Deparinrert of InterlorJar Quality Task Force completed

an air qualiy redisignation reviow of ELM primitive areas Aravaipa Canyon

rimitive Area as reecxnrendeid lay the task force and Statc Director to

muir Class II areas



Fr 1968 to 19 upbliste da wa caroi ccl tIe But ol
Quality zo ia Depar nnt Health Pecou ces Iie st as indicate that
snake and parLiculate frar nearby San Manuel rd Hayden ie1te iii
f1a La be cauycn apni111ar percent cue tine Several
mountain peaks oituatnd in di eat line bets can the canycis and simolters

culd generally redirec the flew of snake sanakhat dias paling it over
the table lands mnd anyon

The criteria in Sec ion 2c of the Wilde ccc Art of 1964 was sad tr
determine and dentify wilderness va cc of 1\ravaioa Ca iycn nitive Area

The intensive inven ory of wilderness characteri ti of tIe thitive
area and adja ant public lards is docunente3 in oc one it file lecated
..F he t3 SFfr3 ictict Off

Ite decunent is orized as fol ciws

The tinitive area generally appears to have been fected
prirrarily by the orces of nature ith he vr rint of on work

ibstartially unnoLiceable Th re are cc eral sib signs of
man ithin the area to their cur iiula iv effect the
ara decree of satunalnecs is ight rhey ar tif ad as
short sj ir range fences mile ripeli hi scored uml

opa us ahandcncd roan

The area has outstanding oppartunitres fo so itude Uopog
jraphy and vegeta las prwide satural reeni ig of sights and
sow ds of visito fran ec other The op rLunity for finding
secluded pots is readily available to mnycine who us lithde

The opportur ty for primitive and unconfired ceo cation is outstanding
caQared to LIe renainder of the plannirg unit and rcbahly in the entire

region of outteast An The area offers high decree of mortal and

physical clalle ge to hiicers rd backpackers. Other unco fined ec eational
ctivi ies are enhanced by lie rigged iess of the to rain and the beauty cit

the seer cry tot espeoially by presence of the perenri streaxi

The presence of suppi montal alues within the primitive area enhances
the wilderness character The follcwing are several suppisiuontal values
identified as being present in the area.

The geological features of Aravaipa Canyon are not only scenic but
represent an portant scientific and educational resource. ithin the

canyon ii re is opuortunity to study cross section of ths histo

representing nearly 2. billia yca

The ecological reac rces of the canyon are so con cid ad tstand ig
The area pray des habita for several Threater ccl in Endangered Species
it supports ibstantial herd of Bighorn Sheep families of Coati iriindi
and ninmarous other species of wildlife Three different vegetative camru

cc can be found vathin ths area the nipanian ccxrronity is generally
the nest seavily used by vi toin



The visual ie urce ratIng se by Bureau andards as car
yor crv ed of rugged leap pee th vxiety of egetation and
rich re ard ofers eatstanding sightseeii ar otooaphy oppurt ir tie

Aravaipa Canyai and the adjacent area contain iur ro ixchaeolooical

and aistorica1 sites Several possess high rec ea cia educa ronal ar

scientific values The Thrkey Cretk Cliff Eell ng is ur ique archaeo
ogica site and the Salaz4ar haresite has bee noninated to the Nat mel

Peg ster Hactor cmi tee

çun ties for Protor ioi ard Eni ancarant

rIte ilde ncss ices are considered to be signi cant ough to

recamend that the primitive area aid adjoirurg suitable public lmnds be

preposud for wi de ness aesigia ion The area shou be cit in its natural

onditio with no new developirent range recreation or others constructed

or proposed urtil final deteimu in on by Congress an lderness des

nr tiorr it also recognized that there my be wi1 rnes ca present
on private or State ar ds adjacent to the area hicI ccc orove the

quality aid quantity of re wi ldezr ss resource the area

So ie the ant Lc of ru ha

possibility of being returned to natural condition Tie oipeline could

be rarawed with virtually no cvide cc of its presence renmning The por
table orlets could be raraved athout an distuxhence the andscape

Although or the protection of water resource they are consistent with
wilderness 7anagenent

The quality of the wilderr eec exper once could be preved by reducing
the level of visi or use Thic would eiharce the opportunity of solitude

and lo ness for cant itor Also the physical irpacts and ethIc

..an inprint.... the land vou..c oe reducec

The itensive invent ry of Aravaipa Canyon primitive area and adjacent

public lands has identified outstanding wilderness resource values. It is

recarirended that the District propose the prinitive area and suitable adja
cent public lands for designation to the National Wilderness Preservation

systarl.

IanactalysisandedPeooirendationConflicts

After reviewing Winke3ran P. Step reccrmendaticne it as found

that Livestock Forage is in conflict with the wilderness recarmendation



tar ie Con licts

This reccrrmsndation lists allotments 528 ar 4529 as prior lards
for excbange These allotme-ts ntail tie majority of lands hich
are withir the bocndaries of the Ar ana Canyor primitive areas This
is direct ocr flict with retaining lie area fo prçposad Wi derriess
area

To resolve tIre conflict delete allotments 4528 and 45 fran the ist
These ends re at pres9nt primarily sad for recreation prcr sea aid
have little ye ue for livestock forage livestock gre irg has been
eliminatr frcir ar he rrvapa i1enagcre idan

Fina Pec tmindation

Ru aonale

In evic ing the ex sting iat on Ar ipa Car rim ye Area
aid ad acent pubi lands as found that they ursse tales lirg
wilderne reacs ce ues

Wnkleman Step rsocr iinda cris were found to only mini
sal ear licts with the iderness recatrerda ion The conflicts iere
eolvad ithout ynificantly irpacting oti or resources in the area

Macat rndation

It is arsarde3 that the Saf fond District prqpuse the Aravaipa Carycri
Prirniti Area and suitable adjacent pub ic lands for des saticir to
the Nati rial Wilds nesa Preservation syster

Gila Area Manager

Apprcwad
istrict Manager


