MANAGEMENT SITUATION ANALYSIS

GIlLA RESOURCE ARE

WILDERNESS AND WILD RIVERS

. RESUOURCE AREA FROFILE

{n

The Gila Rescource Ares conbairs ore desigragtéed wildeéerress
{aravaipa Canvon Wilderness). six wilderness study areas [(WSA)
and a portion of 3 ssventh WSa., ths Gila Box. The Needle’s Eve,
Black Rock. Fishhooks, Day Mins. Turtle Mountain amd 6ils Box
WoAs were studied in the Safford District Wilderness
i Statement (19871, Portions of threse WSAs.
« Black Reock and Fishhooks., were recommendsd fTor
sesigmation in thst documernt. The Saliures addition #3
L Ethe Environmentsl Impact Statemernt fTor the

1

ied I
wOPQﬂ@Q” ational Forest Plan [1988) and was slso recommended for
Wwilderrness design 3

Near the =rnd of & studies irn dpril 1988 the Sefford District
complatad a land sxchands with the States of Arizonza that ra2sylbted
in sbowt 51.000 scrses surrounding dravaipas Canvon Wilderress
TACWY zing about 27.000 acress in the Mulsshios area of b= southern
Callurce Mountzimes cecomirg oubliec lsrd. Theszse two bublic Lland
areas gre gensrally wundevelopsd though soms roads and warves do
crgg and erted dinte thé aresas,
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£ i the National Park Ssrvice as being e“lglble
fore stud Hild and Scenlc Rivers #ct. Management of
the Gils 1z shgred Wwith ths a0 Simdr Resgurce Areéa.
Further ad study of = By I
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4, CUHRRENT MANAGEMEMT SITUATION

&, Mandates and suthorities

Suthority management o7 wilderrnezs =ndg wild
riveErs on is derived from the followimg laws:

Federal Land Policy and Managemenbt Act of 1976. 43 UL S.0. 1701 et

SEd.

e

oo
i
o
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Wilderness act of 19éd. 16 U,2,.0C. 1
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National Wi

B. Curpent Uses and Man

agement

ld and Scenic Rivers aAct of

Aravalpa Canyon
Publisc Law 98-406.
wilderness is guided by the

Wilderness was desigrated Alugust 28.
Managemant of the 6,699 acres in the
Aravalipa Canyon

1968, 16 W, S.C. 1271-87:
Practices
1984. by

FPlan (1988). BLM Manual
Fo 2y (1e81 ). Othser resources

wilderress are guidsd by policies.

Wilderness Managemgnt

8560 and BLM’'s Wilderness Management
maragement

gnd uses of the
regulations and plans relatsd

to gragzing, wildlife, Tire, cultural ressources., Wwatershed and
cobther natural resource values.
Many o2f the rulses governing recrestion managemsnt in ACKW have
bearn in place since the early 19707 = A more complets discussion
ot ACW s recreation management is in the QJutdoor Recocreation MSA
for the Gills Rescurse Arss.
Maragement of wilderness study arsss Imsrily ided by the
ik im Marnmagement Policy for Lands Wilderness FReview
I contained in BLM Marusl 2550 cally, the IMP orovides
far potentozal rescurcs dev t and activities so
grmess charscteriztics ars pEired, s With ACW.
icies, regulations armd aot lans have also been
for obther resourcs values ses 1n WSas. Theses
1 ot be addressed Turther s MBA szirncs stidies and
aticns have besn complatsed,
The public lands surrounding Aravaivpa Canvon Wilderrmess ares Lsed
fors livestook grazing, have significarnt watershed wvaluss and
erovide wildglite habitat. Hunting 1s the maim Pl eBt i dn wss OF
the ares, remalirming cormcentrated &lkomda €he £xistivng rdads and
wavys Tor the most part. Minmeral potentisl is generally low
chroyghout the Aravaipa tablelands area with the excepntion of the
Table Mountain Mine and surroundings., Trhe mire has seen
intermittﬁwv activity with =cme sianificarnt mineral extraction.
Kilderness valuss and reéesowurscs managsmant practices on these
landzs ars discussed fully in the Wildernsss Inventory Rsasport and
Wildermess Suitekbility REsoort for the Arsvaios Canvon Wildsrress
sddrtiorg 8t the =sng ¢f fhis MIA.
The Muleshoe ares and surrourding lands have also bessm used for
lLivestook garazing whiles providing important wildiifs habitat and
recrestion opportunities. The Galiuro Hilderness (ULS. Forest
Service!l iz adiscent to cublic lands of thse Muleshoe ares, The
Kilderrmsass Irventory Report and Wilderrnsss: Suitsbil 1Py Reports for
the Galiuro Wildermess additions contain moere Information on
surrent uses and managsement oractizes dn the ares.
The Gille River from Coolidas Dam bto Wirkelmsn is diverss 1in tarms
of tyoss and amounts of uses. The uwppeser stretch from the dam to
Oricoing Spring Wash ls remcbe and largsly inesccessible. Liktle
rEsLuros o lanmd wss cccurs bthere outaids of livestock arazing on
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adiacent lands. The Needle s Eve WSA. recommended for wildsrnsss
designation. is north of the river along that stretch and the San
Carlos Indian Reservation is to the south, Trees growing 1in the
channel and branches and other dense wvegetation reaching out over
the river make recreational Tleoatbting very hazardous. Mesting
bald eagles and the presence of other rare or uncommon species
attest to the area’s significant wildlife values.

From Dripping Soring Wash to Winkelman, the river parallesels
Highway 277 and rsceives a substantial amount of recrestion use.
Vegetatiorn conditions are similar to the upper strebtch though ot
@s dernsge. Mazards are present., however. and fences snd submergsd
wires and stumps contribute to thes problem. Picnicking. camping
and fishing occuyr at several places and tubding is vovular on the
river during the hetter weathsar. The uses and resource values of
the =ntire stretch of Gila Riwver Trom Coolidge Dam to Winkelman
are covered in ths Wild and Scenic River Study Repori at the end
of the MSA.
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C. Planming Decisicons and Gu

predmitive and wild and scenic river pmegourmcss have
i the Gsronimo asnd Winksl ement Framsworg

atimg to wilderress

=

The Geronime MEP

zontzins three decisions rs
and wWild rivers rez 7] WS

b ad as Follo

il

=

~-Manage Jacksor Mountain [(Black Rock] to retain primitive
character., Write 2 coordinatsd management plan with the U.S.
Forest Seprvice,

-Ztudy the Giles River in the Gila Box Tor Wild snd Sosnlc Riwve
dezigriatior,. Protect the river's gualities.

~-Manage Bomita Creek and Eagle Creek to retain theipr orimitive
charachetr. Water auality 1s & prime consideration of their
managemnent . Acauire inholdlings. devalon management olans and
Interpret the arsz.

The Winkslmar MFF nas only one decisicn lTobrFer tharn deciszdions

ralating to &ACHW &s discussed i the Recrzation MSAl concerning

wilderness. L Z&:

~Mansge a1l ocublic lands wunder wildernsss revisw sccording to the
IMP. 3 CFR 3802 and the Federal Land Poalicy and Manasgemsnt Act.

DL, Consistency with Nom-~Buresuy Plans

Existing manadement practices and plarmnning decisions as presented
sbove are mot inconsistent with the land use plans of Sther
iocal. state and Tederal agsncis=ss.,
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5. CAPABRILITY ANALYSIS AND MANAGEMENT OPFORTUNITIES

A. Present Demands and Resourge Capgbility

b
()

Current demand Tor use of wilderness resolUrcss acpedars ¢
declining generally from use levels occurring 10 years &
according to recent articles and wse Tigurss However., this may
e too broad an assumption whern exanining dwfférumt regions of
the country. various tvypes of wilderness resources and individual
ar=as. ACKH wvisitor use has beern steadily increasing since thes
1983 flood and is now at levels approaching or excesding those 10
YEAErS 290, Trdividual sxpesctatiorms of a wilderness sxperisnce
also wary greatly, in tufrn 8fféesting the demand for different
kinds of wilderness resources.

QO

s reacurce demand 2lso goes bevond human uuse and

g1t Iri terms of the valuse of wildermsss in maintaining
ed ard friesly functioning ecosvstems for wildlife and
itiss. =z well a= the gesneral welfares of the
snvironmsmt. iz more difficult to ssssss. There is a
Tirite amount o ilderness resourcses Trom which to draw for
those Duroosss 2 wWwell as Tor HMuman Uss.

.
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The caoability of public lamds around Araveipos Canvyon Wildsrnsss
znd in the Muleshoe azrez to meel demand Tor wilderness resources
is discussed in the Hilderness Inventory anmd Switebility Reports
Far the Aravalicas Carmyorn Wilderrness Additions and the Galiure
Wildernrnszs Addibtions. FPregertly. the demand fTor Buman wses of
these arems Tor wildsrness experisnces doss nokt sesem to be
exceeding trie cavability of the arsess to meet It.

The degard for wuse o°F wild and acernic riwver resources sohtinmaes
Lo @rolW, Tmdividusis and oubTitters are sesking ooportunities
that haver’ b besen as Treauently used as the mors well krnown and
ool aEr riverns. More constant Tlows such as those riwvers below
dams &re also being sought when dy yvears result in the early
droo of flows 1 srher southwestern vrivers, Thée Wild and Scenic
River Stwudy Report Tor the Gila River from Coolidge Dam to the
Hayden fWinke lman Tailings Pond addrszses the capability of the
resclirces Alolmg fthat streteh of rivée to ogrovide for demarnd.

2. Future UDemasnds and Sfosource Ceapability

ng wild and scendic river
umpbsr ang size of mrsas with
1 probsbly decresse over time.
FPopulaticn gr he Southwest will further
incresse [he demaﬂﬂ Taor thess seources for both human use and
th2 matural wvalues and benetTits bhew provide otherwiss,

]

ceEsowmToes 1

Future demarndg for Do “h wildesrrsss
¥
SUCH resources i

Q i b

The aresas specificslly under consideration heres are all within a
two hour drive af over ftwo million people i fthe Fhoenix. Tucson
and surrounding sreas. The wilderrnsszs and wild and scsnic river
rEsoLroes are relatively sasily acosszsibls to humatn wses.
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Allocatiorn and other tyoes
reqauired to retain the capability of
demand Tor human
deterioration of gquality exper
G ing Planning Pecisions

Analvysis of Exist

Of the few existing planning decisions relating
wilderness and wild and scenic river resources,
vaelid. Lands under wilderness review are being
continue to be managed according to the IMFP, 43
Federal Land Policy and Management adAct. Within
recauirements, Jackson Mountasin [(Black Rock]
retain its primitive character.

arsa wilderness as recommended, =
be writtsn and coordinated with the

Wilderness
U.S. Forest

itability of the Gils Riwver fhrough the
tion urider
of this EMF It erim.

Effort. Im the

e IMP.
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Within Bonmita Cresk.
Coopnerative Managemert ﬂdremmeht has beemn
Safford to guide the area’s marmagsment.

orescoriptions for Bonits Creek will be dewve

Gila Box
the Wild znd Scenic )Riwvers Act
L his
Uhder the protective manadement orovisions of both

maEriE

charaster.

nt natural

bHe sapvon bobbton’s

Fress oormslade
=

Bl.M

inholding acauisition has beaen
sighed wikth
additioral management
loped

of regulatory control will probably be
the resourgces Lo meget the
use by the wvear ZODE and to prevent theé

iences and resource conditions.

specifically to
most remain
managsd and must
CFR 3202 and ‘the
thoss

is beirng managed to
Should Congress designate the
Marmgement Plam will

Serwvics.
For

is beihg studisd
river®s

ek

ih

Sonita er
Bornits
values. but

s ot

~ation.

ot

plLrsusd snd S
the City of

inm the RMP,

2. Conatraints o Limitatidgns on Maresgement

Laws gshd regulastions governing the management < willderthess ang
Wwiliad and scenic river rssources spEcify actbivitiss and
develooments that arese allowed to occur and others that are
constraineg within swuch areas. The Acts listed above in the
Maridates and Authorities seotion. dobs desiansting specific areas
inte Ehe reszspsctive svystems. management oolicisszs amd 1mdividuai
managemnent plarns 211 outlins how thess rescurcess a@rs to be
managed and what limitations to other types of manasgemsant and
activities gre reaulrsd. Comgr%gs determines the d%&igﬂatlaﬁ o
such &reas and. =& such. 1s not oconstrained ivm exergliszing its

prerogabive.
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E. Mansgement JUpportunities

1. Access

e

No managgement opportunitiess are identifisd.
2. ACEC and Special Managemenrt Arsas

The Aravaipa and Muleshoe lands acauired through excharige and the
Gila River from Coolidge Dam to the Havden/Wimkelman Tailifas
Fond offer copportunities for specizl managemert and consideration
Tor designation under one of the réspective national systems.

The éntire roadless area of both the Aravaipa and Muleshoe lands
shiculd be inventorisd to determine the preserce of wilderness
characteristics. The areas possessing wildermess oharacteristics
should be studied and all: part or Hone of each area should be
recommended Tor designstion s wilderness, The wildsrness
inventory and study of these lands is asddresssd in the reports at
the snd of this MSA.

The Gila River should also be studied to determinme whether all.

parh of noneg o ths stretcoh should be designated sms Wild., Sc=ric
o Rzcrestiomal. That stucdy iz &t the =nd of thiz MSA.

The degisions of the aravsipa Canvern Wildéerviess Manzagement Flan

should bes carried Torward and implemented a3 outlirmed in the

g% Jdesidnatsed as wilderness are closed ho £ =
=, No other managsmert opportunities ars ides
4, Riperian Arez:s
No management obbortunities are identified.

S fg Habitst

yodi

- Wildl

4
1
&
2 |
ot
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Jor
13
£

No marmagemsnit opporfunitiss ars
&. Larmnds asrmd

No management opporsunitiess are identifiadd.

7. Butdoosr Recrestion and Viswus]l Resources

]

g

T WET
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Wildermess study asrsas ars managed under VEM Class IT objectives
until legislation either desigrnates or releases anm arez to VRM
Clasgs 1 or the VRM Class identified through the wisusl inventory.
respectively.

. Energy and Minersals
No management opportunities asre identified.

2. Culturzml Rescources

J-.
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b

No management osoportun
10. Beil Erosion

No marnasgement opoportunities sre identifisd.

1i. Vesgst 3

Mo menagsment osoportunitizes asre identiftisd.
1Z. Water Rescurocss

No. maragensnt ocooertunitises mre identifiad,
13, Alr GQuality

No mansgenent ooocgrtunitizss asre identifiesd.
la. Palesonteological Resourcses

No "managemart opportunitigs #Hre idénptisizdg,

F. Consistency with Non-Bureau Plans

ihe wilderness and wild and scenic river rescurce management
opportunities identified abowve a@ré nob inconsistent with the land
use olans «f othegr local. states ard federal government agenciss.

N&s besr receivedd sncoursd
srness and wild and sceni
ational Wildsrrness Prese
2 —

=]

Scermic Riwver Systenm.
ies will be scouaght durin

1 comment o
the draft RMP

Interim Managemernt Peolicy [(IMP: BLM’ s guidelines for manadement
o7 land under wilderness revisw to preserve their wilderness
valuss., The policy will spely to WSAs until Longress decides

Lo designate areass wilderness or leave thesm for gothsr uses.
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osrimitive and unconfined recreation: Noerm—-motorized and
undeveloped types of cutdoor recreation (hiking. backpacking,
camping, hunting. ste. ).

Wild and Secenic River System: Ezts
Fivers Act to protect rivers =Md x
that have outstardingly remairkable scenic, recreatiomsl .
gecloglic. fish and wildlife, historic. cultural or obther
similar values. Rivers can be designated in ome of three
classes:

Red by the Wild and Scernic
i Ammediate environments

Wild Rivers - fres of impourndments znd pollution amd generally
inmzccessible excent by trail. with essentizliy arimitive
watersheds or shorelines,

Scenic Riwvers - frse of ilmpoundmentsz., with shorelines largely
undeve loped, but ascezsible in olaces by romds,

FReereational Rivers - resdily sccoesszzibls by road or railread.
that may have soms devzlopmant =long shorelirnes and may have
umdsrgone sone dmooundment or divesrsion i bthe oast
Wilderness: A arga Tormally desgighztéd BY Condrsss 8% 8 oart of
Erig Matioral Wilderrviegss Pressrvaiion Systam. A& wildermesszs, iIn
contrast with thoss areas wWhere marn and his own works dominate
thie landscapé. 13 reéeccdnized sz an ares where bthe esrth anad
its community of lLife are untrammeled Dy man. Where mae
mimeelf iz & wvisitor who doss wmobt samain. Undewve loted land
retaining its primeval charactesr azndg influence. without
permansnt improvemnents or Puman bitatiom. which iz protscted
and mansged &0 3s to orsserve its na 1 counditioms &nd Wwhilch

Torces of nature. with the impriat oF man’s work substantially

urnoticeasble: 2) nas oUtitanding cooo

crimitive and unconfined tyvoe of re
3

i
a
1) ggnerally apopsars to have beer cted Brimarily By the
=
Lt

rtumities for scolitudes or
regtion: 31 has at lesst
t size a@s to make

000 seres of land or is of aufd

practicable 1ts preasservation and wse in an unimpaired
corndition; and &) may alzo coritsin scoloegical. geological ear
orher Testurss of scientific. sdusational. szcernic or
historical value,

Wilderrness Shudy aAres [WSa):

& o o islang that has
been invemtoried and found te & =t

T
G
(1
b in
ot
i
a
-
‘.JA
2
i
Febi
e
I

oharactsrliatics, AL arsgz o e studis
suitability Yol designation as wildernsss,
I. Feferences
Bureau of Land Managesmesnt. BEZ. Merwzsl 2560 — FManagsment of

i
Desigriated Wilderness Arsas. Waahington. D.C.
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; 1987, Interim Menasgement Policy and Guidelines for
Lands Under Wilderness Review. Washington, D.C.

. 1987, Safford District Wilderness Environmental Impack
Statement. Sattord, AZL

" 1288. Wilderness Management Flan, Aravaipa Canvon

Wilderness, Arizona. SaEfford, AZ.

Bureau of Mines. 1988. Mineral Investigation of the Muléshoe
study areas. Cochise and Graham Counties. Arizons. MLA 43-88,
Dernver, CO.

- 1988, Mineral Resources of the Aravaipa study area.
Craham _and Pinasl Counties., Arizons. MLA 328-82. Denver, CO.

Department of the Interdior. Department of Agriculture. 1982.
National Wild and Scenic River System Final Revised Guidelines
for Eligibility. Classification and Manadgement of Rivar
aress, Federal Register., Vol. 47, Ng. 173, Wastiinaton. D.C0.

Natiornal Perk Service. 1982, The Nationwids Rivers Inventory,
arizona Componant. Washington. D.C.

ntal Imepact Btstemsnt for
Tucsorn. AZ.
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