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FOR ARAVAITA CANYON WILDERMESS PROPOSEL

Dear Mr. President:

It is with pleasure that I rwammmpnﬂ the dﬂsrgna*qmn of the %ravgipa Canyon
Witderness, tﬂﬂbﬁitlﬂg of public lands in Graham and Pinal Counties,
Arizona, as a unit of the National Wilderness Pre servation System.

Aravaipa Canyon is a unigue, southwestern desert canvon of outstanding
natural beauty which provides an exceptional opportunity for primitive and
mconfined vecreation. The landscape consists of high mesa-like cliffs,

contrasting with an intimate streamside enviraﬁnent, Aravaipa Cresk, which
flows continuously through the length of the area, pravwdgs an increasingly
rare opportunity te experience the scenic granﬁeur of a fresfiowing streanm
in a captivating desert environment. The stream and 1 s Tush yegetation
also provide habitat for birds and animals which ars 5ﬂ}uam seen 8 ihe
surrounding desert. These values have long been re csgnngi by the Bureau
of Land Management, and approximately 4, AL gores of the area were pravi-

ousty designated as the Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Area on January 18, 19085,
and forl 28, 1971,

Section 503 of the Federal Land Policy &nd Management Act (FLPMA; -approved
October 21, 19765 19 Stat. 27855 43 U.5.0. 1782) directs the Secretary of
the Interior 16 revigw those dreas of the g&&li" lands which the Secretary
had, prior to Npovember ¥, 1875, farmg%iy identified as natural or primitive
aress, and To r:p\rz his recommendations to the President by July 1, 1980,
as to the siitability or neonsuitability of those areas for preservation as
Witd . This Department has recer:1y ompleted its review of the

Arav anyon Primitive Area and contiquous roadless public lands. Based
on this review, wWilderness designation of certain public tands totaling
appwmwmuamw1y‘ﬁ@6?ﬁ acres is recommended. Wilderness designation would not
confligt stgmificantly with any existing or DOtmﬁtI&? uses of the area.

In accordance with the reguirements of the Wilderness Act, a public notice
was issusd on September 27, 1978, of the proposed wilderness recommenda~
tion, and public hearings were held in Arizona at Safford, Tucson, and
Phoenix on November 5, 6, and 7, 1979, The hearing vecord was held open
until Dacember &, 1979, to allow additional opportunity for written expres-
stons by interested citizens. The statements presented at the public hear-
ings and the written expressions recelved are summarized in the enclosed
summary and analysis of comments.

In accordance with the requirements of the Wilderness Act, Governor Bruce
Babbitt, the Graham and Pinal County boards of supervisors, and all inter-
ested elected officials, as well as Federal and State agencies, were noti-
fied. of the proposed recommendation. Their views are also imgiuded in
the enclosed summary and analysis of comments.

A complete record has besen compiled inciuééﬁg written statemewis and oral
testimony in response to our announcement of public hearinus. . This record
{5, of course, available for inspeciion.
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The U.5. Geological Survey and the Bureau of Mines conducie
survey of the proposed wildernsss area and concluded that 3 G“t? ns no
signi ficant mineral deposits. The mineral survey re port is @nclosads Al
but 880 acres of the prapms&ﬁwwﬁ1m%rnﬂfs yiere withdrawn from opgration of
the U« S. mining Taws prior to FLPMA, in conjunction with the primitive
area designation. The entire area is currently ﬁuhjact to the mineral
Teasing Taus.
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The enclosed draft bill does not change the applicability of those mining
and mineral leasing Taws until January 1, 13864, the date on wntﬁ iﬁa
Wilderness Act, section 4{d}(3), provides for a withdrawal from all forms
of appropriation under the TiﬂTﬂg Taws and. Trom d?ap@sﬁtzun und - the
mineral lsasing Yawse The existing withdrawal would remain in hfrait until
superseded by the statutory withdrawdl on that date.

I concur with the BLM's recommendation that continuation of the limited use
of motor vehicles and a motorized pump, which are necessary Tor livesteck
grazing, be recognized as a permissible temporary use until the alternative
source of water has besn developed outside the wilderness boundary. This
ts discussed furthee in the azi&arﬂﬁgg suitabitity report and is provided
for in the encliosed draft bill.
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