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ARAV1PA CANYON WILDERNESS NA AGEMENT PLAN

5U1Th1ARY OF ISSUES



LIVESTOCK NGECHT

The ranchers were concerned witl the npact of wilderness management on

iraintenance of livestock facilities and use of vehicles to aanage thcir ouera

tions Otr persons felt livestock should not be permitted in either the

canyon or the wilderness because of their impacts on the visitor and the

tesource rrailirig cattle in the canyon was concern because of impacts on

the visitors and because the sitors could aiic the cattle disruntiug the

cattle drive

Hot vi livestock fcilities be maintained

Will ranchers be permitted to use motorized ye ic es for mintenance of

range facilities and alacemeat of salt

Car rarchers continue to use jeep trai or the tablelands thin the

vi derness

Livestock should at loved in te you or wilAerress due to

imnacts to peonle and the wilder ess values

Trailing cattle about times ocr year tcrouoh the canyon impacts the

visitors experience

When cattle are trailed through the canyon contacts with visitors aay

panic cattle disrupting the livestock drive

BL1 should make greater effort to keep live ock on of the wlderress

LThtestock cause greater imnact to Aravaipa Canyon ilderness CW than

the 50 peonle ncr day



All comments addressed oreservation and maintenance of water quantit and

quality Specifically comnierts addressed wate quality standards and measures

BLM should use to achieve desired qualty and quantity standards

BLM should manage the waters of AGW to potable water standard

BLM should manage the waters of ACW to the highest possible water qul ty

stardar chemical and biological Avoid tIe use of t1e word abl

To maintain the quantity and quali of water in CW BLY should study

the sources of water for Aravaipa Creeks consider unst earn sources on on

vate land consider olanning area that also includes the watershed out

side CW and consider the concerns of local residents reoan1rng he

watershed study area

Row will water quality in ACW be orotected ard to rntai

Roi will wate quantity be protected and mrtarned

lo maintain water quality BLM should look closely at and urdestand the

sources of Aravaipa Creek



Al CRAFT OVERFLIGHTS

Summary of Issues

The public is concerned with arcraft overflight above ACW Theyare spa
cit ically concerned with the impacts of noise or the visitors and qtldiif and

the hazards of fuel spills or aircraft crashes Most felt aircraft use should

be limited or not allowed exceot for search and rescue operations The Air

Force however expressed corcerr hat their traiüng routes in the area be

maintained for continued use

kC sh uld identified on air ect ona charts

What the extent of aircraft overflights of CW

How can ELM ontrol overflights

That is the imoact of noise or isitors and wild ife9

ELM shoti control heir own se of aircaft ove CW to recreatior man-

agement wildlife management etc

Aircraft overflights abo ACW should be limited trilitary private and

agency use

Sightseeing tours and play should not be allowed

Aircraft use for search and rescue s1ould be loped

Therc are hazards of cr1 iglts including aicraft crasi fue soi is
nd noise impacts on vis cot solitude

lo aircarft acti icy snouli alo en except seact aid rescue perations

11 Can the actions the Grand Canyon National Park is taking in dealing with

their ci craft overflight problem be used by to limit this ncti ity

over ACW

12 The Air Force trains in the vicinity of ACW sometimes directly over the

wilderness and is concerned with the impacts wilderness management will

have on the continued use of their training routes



RE ANAGEMENT

Summary of Issues

All comments addressed he use of presc ibed fire They aidressed its

effect or wildllfe and wildfire ard its use as resou ce management tool in

place of allowina fire to play more natura role in the environment

Prescribed fire should be plarred consider the effects on Wi dlife

including norrgame birds

rire s1ould be considered as management tool rather than siinnly letting

ire nlay natural role in the ecosysteTn

Is there need to use presc ibed fire in SW to kecp fuel loading down

and control ildfire



CULrURAL RESOURCES

Only one commert addre5sed cultur resourccs

Issues

BLN should place sanageineat emphasis on protectirg cultural resourcc

rather than on interpretation excavation or stabilization of sites



WILDLLL

Comments covered habitat manipulation conflicts beteen visi ors and

wildlife exotic species and preda or contro Comments stated wildlife

should be kept in balance with their habitat without maninade enhancements or

manipulations that would degrade the wilderness Possible conflicts between

visitors and two wildlife species bighorn shee and black hawks were identi

Lied Comments focused on camping near critical wate and nest trees iden

ifying seasons or periods when shcep and hawks are most susceptible to

disturbance and educating visitors xotic sriecies should be controlled or

eradicated Though doubt was expressed over the eed contro redators in the

ilderness any contro should focus on individual PniTals

Eiabitat marioulations shcu be nernl ted only where it will not deae
the ilderiess resource

Wilclife should be keot in balace with their habitat It shoul1 he

natural sit ation without nar made er arcerents

should native oecies be in oduced and habitat rianipu ated to ircre.se

numbers

Should supplemental or artificial waterS be built in tIe wilderness for

bighorr sheep

Construction of artificial water fo big orn sheep is contrary to he con

cent of ilderness The sheep are doing fine without tlcrr

Wildlife Species should be managed rather than llowed to exist as

result of natural processes

What conflicts are there between people and wildlife

Ate there conflicts between visitors and bighorn sheeo lamhing Lambing

car occur from February to koril

Peotle camping where wildlife come to water can have critical effect in

drought years

10 dry years water generally remains in Horse Virgus and oogr

If bighorn sheeo are eve removed from CW for transnlarting to other

areas ho will it be done

12 What effect do visitors have on nesting raptors narticularTLy black hawks

13 Visitors should be educated about the detrimental effects of camning or

remaining near nest trees



14 Visitors shoild be aware of black hawk distre calls

o-uld visitors be asked to avoid cci am trees ot sa or wou deti

fyirg specfc tee Lause people go ere such as for hotn rnhv
and inadvertently harass the hawks

16 Elack hawks are susceptible to being disturbed from ay hrough Jure

Should visitors be informed of his

Exotic species should not be introduced

18 Exotic species should be controlled or adicated Visitors should be

encouraged to pull up salt edar

19 Wi there be need for preda or control in CW Is iere any plan for

managin predatory animals the cal

20 Predator control should focus on iid viduals ratrer than species



The cornents addressed the impacts of visitor use or vegeta ard ELM

manipu ation of the riparian community

What level of ELM manipulatior should occur in riparian vegetation

management

Increased vistot has affected vegetation What mact does visitor

use have on the vegetation/ecosystem



PECREAT ION

Summary of Issues

Comments addressed many aspects of recreation use ard maiagetuent in LiCW

Topics included length of ay restrictions what parts of CW the oerratt sys

tern should apply to allocation of individual use vs commercial use and use

of jeep trails withir wilderness Other issues addressed livestock use
camping areas hunting and trapping campfire restrictions and limitations or

timbers of visitor Fiially visitor safety and the inmacts of visitor use on

djacen lands public and private were also identlfied

Issues

Will coramercia use be considered in the ieteination ot visitor rrytn
canac it

BLM should consder camping areas that are ot next the creek

The le gth of stay restriction max days and nights sbould be

em ended for special purposes

13LM stould aralyze which types of recreation activities tat are aopto

priate in ACW

ELM should develop an alloction philosophy or system for different tynes

of uses

SLY should give careful consideration to increased visitor use because all

resource values and uses are closely elated to visitor use

ELM should address viito safety in the management plan narticularl

flooding searct ard resc and firearm use

Shoulci hunters oe ncluaea in the 50 person per cy limit ain they oi
manly use the tablelands anc not the mair canyon

snould tic 50 nerson per day limit aoply to the entire wilrerness or only

the canyon bot 0015

There should be no limit on visitor use of the tablelands

11 It would be difficult to limit use on the tablelarids Should there be

separate nermit for use of the tablelands or no ermit required at all

12 Will hunters be permitted to use jeen trai on the tabielands within the

l3 how will ELM provide for visitors who dont have permits to use ACW They

now spill over on the Defenders of Wildlife property or adjacent oublic

lands Additional opportunities are needed for these vsitors



camiiig area is needed fo ors ho arrive the day ci the iier

mit is valid

15 What horseback iding oporturities be provided for in

16 The day use only requirement for horseback use should be malt tamed

17 Will llamas be permitted in AWC

18 Commercial use in 1GW should con cue as it is currently adtninstered

There should be equal access for commercial uses

19 Wil there be designated camping areas to prevent or control environmental

damage

20 Hurting not an appropria use ir the canyor below the rim because

wildlife are not plentiful and it is dangerous to vistors

21 Trapping should not be allowed in the canyon Lirni trapping to areas

away from visito use area

Thete are too iiany visitors in 1GW The hint shou be ircreased

23 13L14 should give cots deration to carcaing restr ctions inc urling limits on

neaness the creek and imits on use of campfires due to rte tuelwoo

supply

24 There is some benefit to burning uart of the driftwood carried down In the

1983 flood

25 13 14 should notify permt holders of hut mg easons

26 Will existing road access be lost wit wlderness management

l0



D1lNiStRAIIO

Comments dealt with netsonnel torkrg at the canyon enforcement of rules

and regulations identification of boundaries the reservatio system and

fees the West Aravaipa Road and visitor education Concern was exnressed

about the effect of budgets cuts or increased visitor use or the rangers

Comments on enforcement authorities and penalties regarding violations of

rules and boundaries were brought up One comment addressed making the reser

vatior system more convenient for the visitor Another dealt with considering

arrangements that would allow donations so that money co lected ould be used

at the ea Residents at the west end of Aravalpa want LM to encourage the

county to inprove or relocate the countY road nother cornice addressed

concert ove hazards to visitors as result ot certain activities ot others

Will there be need for additional rangers if use increases

The area reeds people to enforce rules and regulations Personnel should

be oi duty ACW dy week

It light of budget cuts re t1ere alterratives to fng the area wit1

rangers

Volunteers or conservation corps nersonnel could assist in manaing the

area

What enforcement authorities and penalt en exis to deal -ith rule

violators

Row ae the boundaries identified esnecially or the tabl.eiands

do is the use of vehicles within he bounares erfo cci

Can better reservation sys em be found to eliminate the need for two

phone calls to acquire permit

fees cover some of the costs operating I3LM could consider donation

box at the trallheads so funis could stay with the area

10 Will 31W remove the toilet ir the canyon

ii The West Aravaipa Roan neeas elocatLoa or maintenance for visitor aid

residents safety and continued use BLW should encourage the county to

get on wi the work

12 An effort should be made to educate people of the dangers of rolling rocks

in the canyon and engaging in other hazardous activities

Il



13 The values pres nt Sr ir va pa Canyon should be addressed in olin cc

14 Th pu lic should assist in identifying resource values

iSa lonitoring and plan revisior should detertinc use lustasnts rather than

historical precedence

12



TW IS JES

vattety or other issues were idenrif ec fhese coiwiierus 3tebsed Le
effects of the current ELM/State Land epartment exchange on visitor use an-I

our management plan natural history studies the effects of flooding changes

ii visitor use natterns the IJofA carrying canacity study rining and the

effects of increased visitor use

Will the State lands being acquired in the exchange around CW be inc ude
in the wilderness managemert elan

Matural history studies sIould be encouraged in ACW

CW is proie to flooding his can affect what the area looks like

ACW srould not be open to iiineral entry

Crarges stor use patterns will affect adjacer tesiderts

What wi he iniversity of rizona stud ver Wil it lead to more

viSiLors

Increased visitor use could lead to commercial develoiwnent goods and ncr

vices needed to support that uses

With completion of the ELM/State Land Department exchange in the Aravaina

Canyon area will there be sigrifican increase in visitor use

and along the county road to the trailheads at eithe eii of he canyon

l3



ARAVAIPk CMYON

SIP4NARY Of ISSUES RECEILD BY HAl ND PHONE

Five letters and two telephone conversations in December and early January

addressed issues regarding Aravaipa Canyon Wilderiess ACW managernent

Issues ranged from topics oi water resources native fish and bighorn sheep

to visitor use and use of llamas as packstock

l2O485 Phone conversation

Llamas snould continue to be al oed

Overnign use of the canyon bottom with llamas as packstock siould be

ala owed

Leith l2-O88 Letter

Manage ACW to retain the opportunity br true wiluerness expe ierce

12 ll85 Let er

ale ra focus of the nanagement plan slould be protection of the many

exception widliie values associated wi the Aravalna Canyon Area

Furtner st dy native fish populations in Aravaipa Creek and tributaries

Continue water qual ty analysis uti izirg stream guaging stations at both

erAs of the iderness

stablish weather station to faciliate management of wildlife resources

through clearer understanding of streamflow factors

Establish water quality measurement system to help protect iiuuoitaut

wildlife and wildlife habitat

Continue detailed monitoring of the watershed and establish cortrols as

needed on livestock mining and recreation uses

Continue assessment of visitor use impacts to wildlife values in the main

canyon

Assess possible reintroduction of bighorn sheep on the south rim of the

canyon establish seconc rambing area

Review ater rights and filing for rights as needed to protect cxistIng

yildl ceeds

Continue efforts to facilitate Irore effective management of the area by

BLY through land exchange with state and kti ate landowners

Arincria State_Parks l2l6 85 Letter

The strorgest pro ectve measures shuula be iru1ement for areas mav

natu values



List Aravaipa Canyon on th State Natural Area Register

the perennial water flow and its quality must be maintained as it is the

primary element of this unique ecosysteir

Give special emphasis to enharcing riparian habitat and dependent wildlife

species

Give primary eirptasis to protecting wilderness qualities by manging increasing

visitor use

Fvaluate reedd anageserr char ga due to acquisition of ao ox mately

50000 acres of state land ad acert to ACW

Proper management of vasi or use in tributary canyons may alleviate some

mpacts in the main canyon

Expand wilderness nanagement bourdaries to inc ude new exchanged lands

Develop intensive protective measures to enhance wildlife populat one and

wilderness cfaracteristics quired areas

Sierra Club Grand CaiGha 4ncnGp 12 24 85 tetter

Continue maiagement without major changes

Upstream sources of the creek should be closely mon tored to assure con-

tanued supply of good quality water The perennial stream and associated

riparian vegatatior make Aravaipa Canyon unique in southern Arizona

Fxclude lavestocI from the canyon bottom Fences may have to be extended

to accomplish tnis

The militarys use of nearby airspace sould not be allowed to encroach

into the canyon itself

The results of the carrying capacity study being conducted by the University

of Arizona should be carefully considered when determining appropriate visitor

use

Hunting may not be compatible with other recreational uses in the canyon

Steps any have to be taken to keep the two uses separated

Steve illiams 0l07S6 Phore conservation

The State l3Ld land exchange shou enhance and expand ELMs opportunities

for sheep management

Use of helicopters for habitat development aid sheep management retrieval

of dead sheep tracking radio collared sheep transplants etc should not

be ohibiteth



OlO986 Letter

The we fare of the desert bighorn sheep slould be th primary concerr

should be dedicated to the conservation of the desert bighorn sheep

The use of helicopters motor vehic1es portable power tools etc for water

developmert or other habitat entarcement projects within ACW should be

allowech

Game and FisF Deparrmsnt has established orec deane for use of air

craft in AC to moritor radiocol1ared bighorn sheep rivement by fixed wing

and to conduct yearly surveys by helicopter for years This ue was well

established prior to wilderness desgnation

The use of aircraft ulould be allowed to continue fo bighorn sheep nanage

ment purposes according to Chapter II B5b of the J4ernessjnaemit
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