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PRESIDENT SIGNS ARIZONA WILDERNESS LEGLSLATION

Pregident Reagan vesterdsy signed the Arizopa Wilderness Bill,
which designates some one million scrés of BLM and Hatlonal Forest land
for dincglusion in the National Wilderness System.

Ineluded in the bill are nine separate areas in the Arizona Strip
plus Aravaipa Canyon, which has been a Bureau of Lend Management primitive
area sirce 1969,

The Arizena Strip Wilderness has been heralded as a masterful
achievement in wilderness compromise.

"During the past two years, representatives from the National Parks
and Recreation Association, Energy Fuels Nuclesar Mining Company, Sierra
Club, Arizona Cattle Growerg, Audubon Society, Avrizona Wildlife Federartion,
Iocal government and others nmet repestedly and hammered oub compromise

' gaid BIM Arizona Director D. Dean Bibles.

agreements on boundaries,’
The Atizona Strip Wilderness includes Cottonwood Point, 6500 acrds:
3
Grand Wash Cliffs, 36,300 acresy Kanab Creek, 77,100 acreg; Hount

Trumbull, 7800 acres; Mount Logan, 14,600 acresi Psiute (formerly a
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primitive area), 84,700 acres; Paria Canyon and Vermillion Cliffs,
110,000 acres; Beaver Dam Mountains, 19,600 acres; and Saddle Mountain
wildernegs,; 40,600 acres.

Aravaipa Canyon (6670 acres), located 22 miles southeast of Winkleman,
is & spectacular 1l=mile long canyon that is unigque in having & perennial
desert stresm flowing through it that attracts a wide variety of wildlife,
Some 150 songbhird species havg been identified ip the 1,000-foot deep
EOTEE.

Aravaipa already is one of the most popular backpacking areas in
the west, but through careful management control on visiter use this
scenic canyon retains its remarkable beauty," explained Bibles. BIM has
been greatly helped by Defenders of Wildlife, which owns private lands
at esither end of the wilderness area.

The Arizona Strip Wilderness becomes the first major BIM area dn
the nation to become a part of the National Wildermess System. In 1969,
Aravaipa Canvon and Paria Canyon also became the first BLM areas to be
designated primitive areas,

Bibles said the legislation resolves the wilderness issue for the
3e-million acres in the Arizona Strip, but that wilderness studv, which
includes enviroumental impact statements and full public participation,
will continue on other BLM lands in the state, with final recommendations

to be submitted to the Secrstary.of the-Interier b%-1986. - The-Final

wilderness determination will be made by Congress.
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