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BUREAU OF LAND MANP GEMENT
SAFFORD STRICT OFFICE

4th Stree

Safford Arzon 85546
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Dr so Tunaicliff

4018 4th Street

Tucson Ar aona 85711

Dear Brock

The gafford District Bureau Land Managemert is begii.ning he epa atiol of

tIe ravaipa Canyon i1derness Management Pftn preliminary step to

draftng the management plar Preplan Analysis iow being writ en ftc

Prep an nalysis documents the boundaries of the wi deruess plarn ng area

dee ies prelimftary nbjectives and issues that Ii guide management of tee

wilderness addresses data needs particroants te planning efforts and

public participation and establishes planning sebedu1e

Wilderness management goals objectives aid issues will determine the suo

jects that should be addressed in the plan

Four standard wilde ress management goals have been developed as sta ring

point for the preparation of wilderness management plans Ihou0n rather

general these goals give direction and purpose to plan and provde limits

the range of poentral obJetTVes listing of tee standard goals is

eiclosed for your information

Objectives are essential componen of the wilderness nanageinent plan hey

are statements of specific conditions to be achieved to assure progress in tne

direction of established goa1s Objectives describe wilderness conditions to

be achieved or maintained through management Preliminary wilderness manage

ment objectives are to be documented in the Preplan Analysis

Associated witi objectives are wilderness management related issues that may

need LO be resolved to ottairl the objectives issues reflect situations hat

now or in the future may present problems or oppaLtunties in tio the wi der

ness is managed Potential issues are also included in the Preplan inalysis

In response to these Preplan requirements preliminary objectives and issues

specific to the management of Aravaipa Canyon Ii1derness nave been devaloped

These preliminary objectives and issues are enclosed for your revieJ and

comment gould you please take some time to consider then prior to our Public

Lands A.dvisory Gonna meeting or July me has been allotted on the



ageida or discussion of tan issues Our patticulr concerns are that tue

issues isted address all sigrif cant problems dated to derness manage

inn of avaipa Cany and that no issues be ow eu Tf yu hae ar3

ions regarding the objectives and issues prior to our meeting lease ca me

cerely

Lester Koserkrance

District Manager

Erc in
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UA1AChMg GOALS

he fo lowiig goals set the parameters for decerinirirg obj etives and

spec fic direction for management of Aravaipa Ganyor Wi deziess

To provide for the orig cnn protection an pres rvation of the

areas wilderness character uncle princi of nondegradation

The areas ratural conditior opportunities for solitude oppor

un tie for primi rye and unconi med rype recreatior and any

eolo1 engica her features acieit educa

tional scenic or histonica value present will be managed ttat

they wi remain unimpaired

Ta manage the wilde ness area for the use and en3oy eat of viitors

manner ha leave the area uaimpai ccl for futu use nd

enjoymer as wilder ftc derness reso roe wil be domiant

all management decisions where enoice must be wade tvzeea

preservation of ilderness character and visi or use

To manage the area using the minimum tool equipmert ructure

necessary successful safely and econoalica ly ccoaiplisu he

obje ii rhe choser tool equipment struc era should be the

one that least degrades wilderness values tempo anily or permarent

ly 1lanagement will seek to eserve spontaneity of use and as

inuct freedom from regulation as possible

To manage nonconformflg but accepted uses permitted by tne Wilder

ness Act and subsequent laws in manner that will prevent unneces

sary or undue degradation of the area wilderness character

yonorforming uses are the exception rather than the rule there

fore emphasis placed on maintaining wilderness character



AFtAVIPA CANY 41 DERiESS

PREL IMINARY IANAGEMENI OBJEG 1VE

It following jectives establsh the specific itlderness cond ian to be

attained in apa Canyor These objecti as cetablished for

resources in the wilderness that require management

RECREATION Aravaipa Canyon will be managed to provide vane of prim.i

lye recreation opportunities including use and enjoyment of scenic scien

ific educational and histonica features rihe wilderness resource will

aouiinant a.5evert deisi1r iher haire crust be ada be beer

wilderness preservation and istor use

Visitor_Management Visitor use will be ontroiled to ice extent neces

sary to preset both the wilderness esource and the visitors wilder

ness experience and opportunitieS Regu at on of isio se will be

minimum ne asary to prov de for nd preserve the vi dame

charac en of Aa aipa Csnyon

acilities ard improvements within the

wi derness vi provde only fle they the minimum necessary to

protect tte wilderness reo ice and the nealth and safety 01 vicitors

Commercial se Commercial use will be permitted when consistent tti

the protection of the wilderness res nec to provide wilderness

opportur ty fo those wto are not prepared to experience Aravaipa Canyon

on their own to promote an understanding of wilderness and to teaun

back country skills

ADMINISTRATION lecessary administrative activities will be conducted so as

ese regnltv hi the wilderness esou ce

CULTURAL RtSOURGES rchaeologica1 and histo ica resources are unique

and nonrenewab part of Anavaipa Canyon The management objective is to

stidy preserve protect and enhance prehistorc and historic sites in

conipliarce qith State and federal laws ELI policy



tSR ANDW LDL1FE Vanageueflt emph8s be placed ra al tit

bution number aul ate actiot of exist ig aid ict ye spec of fir ad

qildlife Natura processes will be allo ad to co hue as far as poss bie

wtthou human ft ence Marage eat will protect he coudi ors that allow

nail al processes to occurs To the ax eat possible wildlife specie will

be lowed to maintain natural balarce with their habitat aid each other

tish and Wildlife Rabitat habitat manipulation will ae permit ad to

perpetuate threatened and endangere species or to cot unratu at

ond tions resulting from tuman influence liese ac ivitles will be

ernh orly where they will enharce the wilderne eource and where

natural cess are urucesful

Fla d4ildlif Maui uation Nati fish and wildlife species may be

reirtroduced and managed prt of avaipa Ciryon WildrreSs if tne

preserc enkarce idern ss of the area

Tuee ct ties ci owed wrere con

stat whit ate laws and egu ations public ci ety and wi dcrress

management objectives

Predators Predator conttol cc ons will be approved cor ingert on

clear showing that removal an offerding predator will no diminish

he wilderness values of the ea redators are an egraJ par of

he qilderness as well as the wilderness experience

FIRE Fire will be used to reestablish and maintain na ural diversity of

vegetation types and wildlife habitat wi hout endangering public safety or

propertY Natural fires will normally be lowed to burn dumancauSed

fires will be prevented and controlled unlss the fi co tributes to the

reatablishDent and maintenance of natural ecosystems Prescrioed ire may

be permitted to achieve wlderneSs management objectiVes

WATESRSD Water quality wi be managed to maintain an entrance safe

human contact standard potable water standard will not be required

Water quartity wll be mair aiied at level necessary to eserve inc



ripa iar oystem and ii derne5s expe ience ilanagemer prevent

humancaused cortamira ion of wates 5oi and vegetation ill be tnanaed

to mainlait ratural ecologcal condition

LIVESIOGRAZING Livestock grazing where established prior to wilderness

designation will be allowed to continue on the rims abo ravaipa Canyon

Livestock grazing will not be permitted in the canyon bottom but cattle will

be allowed to trail th ough the canyor bottom during roundups

dintenaLce wac1ies of enassarv ranse and imp ove

merts wil be 11owed in keeping wit the aarlwuln tool concept

Cons ruction of sew Facilities Construction of new ngeland improve

ments nay be permitted if deterinired necessary for purpose of range

lard and wi derness resource protec ion and the citect ye management of

hese resources

Recreational Lvestock lo mairtaza the riparian ecosystem oinmerciai

and noncommercial recreational livestock will ot be permitted to graze

remair ove night in the canyon bottom



aAVtI LDCüSS

nucaIcit ISbUi.s

jh fdflon issues identify oblems and opportunities that ma need to be

resolved to attan the preliminary management obje Uves Ins first three

issues are general in nature and are required to be considered in each plan

flow wilt longten protection of vi darnese characteristics

rat ralneas outstanding opportunities to soLitude and primitive

recreatior aid supplemental features be best ovided

Bow will visit usc be managed

lhat non conforming but accepted nes requi atten ion aid how

will tnsy war aged

Recret -z

Is reservation asd permit system recessary to ma age visitor use

and preserve wilderness values in Aravaipa Canyon

Should the tumber of sitors loved th wilderness be reduced

increased from the current 50 people allowed per ay or should

naito numbers be limited at al

Should the distribution of visitors allowed to enter rom the east

and est be changed and if so to what proportions from tin

current 20 on the east and 30 on the west

Is there need to keep the portable airlift toilet facility in

re l.nsss

low much coins cial use should be allow in tns wildernabs and is

there need to allocate portion of the allowable use to coat

outfit ers aid guides



tere eed allo ate ion of ie lloable use to

groups

5FnuJd carimsites be desigrated in certain heavily uscd reas in tte

canyor

Should campfires be alloed

Sould dogs allowed in Pravaipa Canyon1

Adsunis ratio

do should personnel be sed to adwirister tue pe alt sytem

it sure compliance

re te admiristrative located to ficieitly po ide

visitot serv cc and ma age tic wtderness

Cultu al Resources

dow skw ld ural resources tie wilderress be managecL

Fish anfjfe

Row any bighorr sheep should be anaged for in he lderness

dow will wilderness management affect removal of bidhorn sneep for

transplant to other areas

Should facilities construction occur within tue wi derness to

support widlie spendng ae both _nd 0ntId the wilderness

Should visitor use be restricted near raptot nesting sites during

critical nesting periods



es vii cc contlict propoed critical- habi at

desig ion fo It catered and Endangered fish spec as in Aravipa

rca

public safety adequately provided for during the hunting season

under the treat firearms cloeure

iLo il-li wi df ire be uppressed the lderness

How will water quality and quartity be ma taired to orevent

contaminatior and loss of ipa ian values

Livestock az e.g

Siou grazing contliue to be excluded om the any botoai

Should attic be lowed to trail through th canyon Dottom to

undup rposes

use llamas as ecraational ivestocc appropriate wi tie

Aravaipa Canyon Tilderness

Should use of recreational livestock continue to be allowed on

for day trips into the canyon bottom


