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United States Department of the Intenior 8500 (932)

BUREAL OF LAND MANAGEMENT
ARIZONA STATE OFFICE
2400 VALLEY BANK CENTER
PHOENIX, ARIZONA 85073

Ogtober 4, 1979

Dear Reader:

The BIM in Arigona has completed the study of Aravaipa Canvon Primitive
Area for potential wilderness designation. The Pederal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976 directéd BLM to submit a report on sach existing
Primitive and Natural Area to the President by July 1, 1981, That
report 18 to include a recommendation whethey each area should be
considered for designation as wilderness,

The Draft Environmental Statement for Aravaipa Canyon was completed in
August, 1979, That document, which analygzes alternative actions con-
sidered and resulting impacts, was made available to the public at that
time,

Attached is the Wilderness Suitability Report which recommends to the
President that Congress designate Avavaipa Canyon as wilderness.

Formal public hearings are scheduled for the purpose of receilving
comments on the suitability report, The hearings will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at the following locations:

November 5, 1979 -~ Superior Court Room, Graham County Courthouse,
safford, Arizona

November 6; 1979 - Pima County Board of Supervisor's Hearing Room;
111 West Congress, Tucson, Arizona

Novenbey 7, 1979 - Phoenix Civie Pleza, 225 Bast Adams,
Phoenix, Arizona

Ufficial transcripts of the hearings will be prepared by a court recorder,
and the transcript will be forwarded to the President. Persons wishing
to make gtatements are asked to limit their comments to 10 minutes.
Written statements will alkso be sccepted.

If you are unable to attend one of the hearings, vou may submit your
comments to the District Manager, Bursau of Land Managemernt, 425 East
4th Styreet, faiford, Arizona 85546, Telephone {602} 428-4040. The
period for comment ends December 12, 1873,

Sincerely;

/ééjm,éf“ Gl

Acting State Director
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WILDERNESS SUITABILITY RECOMMENDATION

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) recommends that Congress incorporate
Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Area and all contiguous public lands having
wilderness characteristics into the National Wilderness FPreservation
System. Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Area contains a unique, southwestern
desert canyon of outstanding natural beauty, which provides an exceptiomal
opportunity for primitive and unconfined recreation.

The ares meets the criceria of Section 2({e) of the Wilderness Act of 1964,
and multiple use resource znalysis revealed no significant resource con=
fliects resulting from a wilderness designation. A draft environmental
statement {(DES) on wilderness status for Aravaipa Canyon analyzed three
alternatives: (1) wilderness designation of the primitive area and
adjacent public lands, (2) wilderness designation of only the established
primitive area, and (3) no action. The ES identified no significant
adverse impacts for any altermative and concluded that the benefieial
impact of permanently preserving the wilderness values through wilderness
designation would outweigh the minimal adverse impacts. BILM has identi-
fied alternative (1) as the best choice for preserving the wilderness
values of the Aravaipa Canvon.

BLM further recommends that Congress recognize the present livestock
operator’'s (Salazar) use of motorized vehicles within the proposed wilder-
ness 4area &dnd grant specific authorization for that rancher to continue
such use as identified in the Management Compromises and Constraints
sections. Sugh vehicles would be used to haul a pump for pumplng water
from the creek for livestock use. To protect wilderness values, the
authorized BLM officer will strictly control this use until the proposed
alternative source of water is developed. TFunding will be proposed for
fiscal year 1982. At such time, the authorization of such use will be
rescinded.

trict Manager Date

Recommendation ,’;? C// /ﬁm R4 77

Approved » ; S5-28-=0
%f e Diredsvr Date /
Approved
Dirsctor Date
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ARAVAIRA CANYON PROPOSED WILDERNESS SUITABILITY REPORT

Previous Designation

Cn. January 10, 1969 the Sécretary of the Tntericr desidfiatéd approxi-
mately 3,957 acres of public lands din Aravaipa Canvon, Arizona. as Aravaipa
Canyon Primitive Area. BIM has made several land tenure adjustments since
1969, desgignating a present primitive ares of 4,044 acres. The
designation resulted from a BLM proposal, which was widely supported by
the people of Arizona. BIM held public meetings in Phoeniy, Winkelman,
and Safford, which were atternded by several hundeved psople. The
majority of the comments received supported the primitive srea desig-
nation. Hunting and ORV interests expressed some opposition to the
designation, BIM also developed and implemented a management plan as
reguired by the Secretarial Order that established the primitive area,

Summary of Inventory

BIM has completsd a wilderneéss dnventory and study of Arxavaipa Canyon
as directed by the Federal Land Policy and Management Act of 1976, con=
ducting the inventory for wilderness characteristics according to its
Wilderness Inventory Handbook. An open house was held at the Safford
District BLM o¢ffice on January 10, 1979, to obtain comments on the
inventory of Aravaipa Canvon. Civic and special interest groups were
briefed and informed of the wilderness review. Information was also
dissemindted Stétewide through the news media., Comments received during
the open house were helpful in identifving additional inventory data and
in ddentifving potential envirommental conflicts that might result from
a wilderness designation. The areas inventoried consisted of the
primitive area and all contiguous public lands. (See maps 1l and 2).

One small parcel of land within the proposed wilderness area has a
structure and evidence of cultivation resulting from unintentional tres=
pass by an adjacent land owner. The 1.5 acre parcel liss just inside the
west boundary of the primitive area and will rehabilitate naturally after
the removal of the structurs.

On the basis of inventory data, BLM sxcluded from further wilderness
consideration two areas containing roads and other: impairments of the
wilderness c¢haracter, totaling approximately 229 acres. These areas can~
not return to their natural state through natural processes,

The remaining 6,670 acres of public land inventoried meet all wilder-
ness criteris. BIM judged any remaining intrugions to the wilderness
character to De substantially unnoticeable.
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Summary of Study Process

BLM incorporateéd data gathered through the intensive inventory into
its planning system. Specialists described wilderness, recreation, wild-
life, geclogy, wvisual, and vegetative resources of the study ares, and
identified the maximum potential for each resource. They identified
present and future demand levels and concluded that the only potential
for increasing the guality of the wilderness resource is to further re-
strict visitor use.

This analysis established a basis for resource recommerndations, The
recommendations were compared to resolve competing use problems in resource
allocation. The recommendation to designate as wilderness the primitive
area and adjacent public lands with wilderness chearacteristics did not
significantly conflict with other resources. Livestock use ¢an continue
as .in the past four vears. In 1974, livestock ‘grazing was discoptinued
within the ranvon bottom to allow for the reproduction of riparian vege=
tation. Ancillary recreation facilities outside the proposed wilderness
area would be limited to those needed to support the existing use without
attracting additional use.

The result of the study process was -8 decision to propose wilderness
designation for Aravaipa Canvon Primitive Area and contiguous public lands
having wilderness characteristics. Preservation of identified wilderness
charactevistivs will continue through primitive area manggenent under
existing policies and obiectives.

A lands resource recommendation that identified lands within the
proposed wilderness area for exchange or sale conflicted with the recom=—
mendation to propose the area for wildernéss designation. Since these
lands have wilderness characteristics; the provisions of the interim
management policy apply and lands can neither be exchanged or sold until
Congress acts on the wilderness recommendations. Therefore, the lands
recommendation was changed to delete those public lands in Aravaipa Canyon.

Management of all other resources within the proposed wilderness was
found not to conflict with interim management policy.

Description of the Report Area

The area surrounding Aravaipa Canvon 18 rural and sparsely populdted
by ranch and farm families living along Aravaipa Creek and the main access
roites to the canveon. Eanching is the primary land use of this area, bhut
copper exploration, extraction, and processing produce most of this area's
income.

The study arsa may be rsached by bwo county rdads. The west end of
the study area, in Pinal County, is served by the Aravaipa Canvon Road,
which beging at State Route 77, approgimately 10 miles south of Winkelman.
Thiz road, the first 5 miles of which are paved, follows Aravaipa Creek
to the Arayvaipa Canyon west end trail head. ©On the east side, the
Klondvke~Aravaipa RBoad connegts with U.8. 70 in Srsham County, € miles
west of Pima. Both roads ares maintained by the resspective countles.
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Significant Resource Data

Aravaipa Canvon provides a high degree of solitude and isolation
because improved public access is restricted to the east and west ends of
the canyon. The opportunity for sclitude, which is dimindished somewhat
in the main canyon where wvisitor use is congested, increasez s8s one moves
deeper into the major side canyons, the arroyvos, and limestone and sand-
stone ridges of the tablelands,

The topography and the abundant wvegetation both enhance one's opporunity
to find iscglation and a fseling of solituds.

The area offers outstanding opportunities for many types of unconfined
recreation; including backpacking, hiking, horseback riding, hunting {ocut-
side canyvon bottoms), mountain and rock climbing {though highly danger-
ous due to instability of the rock structure), bird watching, photo=
graphy, and sight-seeing. Many of the activities reprasent some of the
most outstanding opportunities within the region.

Aravaips Canyon has been the subiect of may pictorial reviews in
periodicals with nationwide circoulation: the birding opportunites are
widely recogniged; visitors come from all over the natiodn to backpack and
hike the &area.

The remaining discussion in this section identifies wildlife, vegetation,
water, geology, and cultural values that supplement the outstanding wilder-
ness character of the ares,

Threatened or Endangered Wildlife Species: Three animal species iden-
tified by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as endangered, and published
in the Federal Register (Vol. 44, No, 12, January 12, 1979) occur within
Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Area, The southern bald eagle occurs as an
uncommon and unpredictable winter wvisitor. The persgrine falcon historically
nested in the area but now ccours only as an uncommon winter wisitor. The
Gila topminnow was reintroduced into Aravaipa Creek in sarly 1978 by the
Arizona Game and Fish Department [AG&FD), but none have been reported in the
creek since. The reason for the unsuccessful reintroductien is unknown:

Wildlife species found in the primitive area and designated by AGSFD
as threatesned in Arizona are listed in the following table. In addition,
the aplomedo falcon, designated by the AGEFD as a Group I speciss, (species
cr sub-spegiss extirpated from Arizona that mayv possibly be re-established)
was once zighted.
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THREATENED ANIMAL EPECIES

Reptiles and
Category Birds Mammals Amphibians Fish

‘m“%%#ﬂﬁé&

Group I1 Gray Hawk
Southern Bald Eagle
Peregrine Falcon

Group IIT Snowy Egret Desert Desert Tortolse  Gila Topminnow
Zone-tailed Hawk Bighorn Gila Monster Losach Minnow
Black Hawk Sheep

Beardless Flycatcher

Group IV Buff-breasted Costi Rock Rattlesnake Round-tailed
Flycatcher Chub
Spikedace

Group II: Species or subspecies in danger of being sliminated from Avrizona.
Group 1II7: Species or subspecies whose status in Arizona may be in jegpardy
in the foreseeable future.

Group IV: Speciss or subspecies of special interest becsiise of limited
distribution in Arizona.

Thredtened or Endangered Plant Species: The Federal Registér, Vol, 440,
No. 127, July 1, 1975 listed possible candidates for the threatened or en-
dangered plant species, list., Thres species are confirmed to vcour in the
study area; Echeveria rusbyi, Peritvle lemmoni, and Cholsva grizonica. In
addition, gix listed species probably occur in the study area and seven listed
species possibly occur. A copy of the botanist’s report on threatened and
endangeéred species is on file in the Safford District O0ffice.

Three distinct vegetation types (desert shrub, mountain shrub; and
riparian) occur within the study area and provide potential for biclogical
research.

Hater Resources: The water of Aravaipa Cresk is the key resource of
the ares, Which hds created and sustained this outstanding natural ecosystem.
The relative shundance of water in Aravaipa Cresk supports the Iush riparian
vegetation, provides water for wildlife, provides a suitable habitat for 12
fish species {(two of which are threatened and endangered], and is in itself
& seenic -attraction.’ Streamflow variss from-a minimum flow of approximately
2.7 cubic feet per second to peaks during flash floods in excess of 2,700
cubic feet per sscond.

Geological Features: The geolagical feabtures of Aravalpa Canyon are
not only scenic but represent an important scientific, educational, and
recreational resource. Visitors who walk through Aravaipa Canvon are sxposed
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to beautiful multicolored cliffs rising as high as 1,000 feet above the can=
yon bottom. Within the canyon they can study a cross-~sectiocn of earth's
history ¥epresenting nearly 2.6 billicn years. The side canvons atre narrow
and rugged, displaying interesting erosional formations, including pinnacles
and pools.

Cultural Resources: The Aravaipa Canyor area has been inhabited for
perhaps the past 9,500 years. The primary prehistoric .remains dnclude
Hohokam and Salado Sites. Historical remains are sparse. Indications
of Cochise Archailc, Apache, and Spanish explorer dcoupation vogur near
the proposed wilderness area and are believed to ocenr within it,

Of 18 known sites, one has been determined to be eligible for nomination
to the Nstidnal Register of Historic Placdes; and one prehistoric site is
believed to be of National Register quality.

The San Carlos Apache Tribe of Southeastern Arizona haes identified no

native American sccizl, culturdl, or sacred values in the area. In recent
times no other tribes have used the area.

Regional Analvsis

Aravalipa Canyon lies in the east end of an arid portion of the Sopnoran
Desert, & reglon that extends generally south from the Phoenix ares, includes
mast of the southern thixd of ArizZona, and extends into norithern Sonors,
Mexico. The region contains few perennisl streams except in the higher
mountains.

Bight designated wilderness arsas. ccocur within this region:

Wilderness Ares Acres Managing Agency
Chiriecahua National Monument 9,440 National Park Service
Chiricahua 18,000 U.S. Forast Servics
Galiure Mountains 52,717 U.5. Forest Service
Crgan Pipe Cactus National Monument 313,840 National Park Service
Push Ridge 56,430 U8, Forest Service
Saguaro MNaticonal Monument 71,400 Hational Park Service
Sierra Ancha 20,850 U.5. Forest Service
Superstition Mountgins 124,140 UsB. Forest Service

The region supports approximately 1.9 nillion residents, which repressnt
about 76 percent of Arizona's populdtion. The existing wilderness areas are
within 100 to 270 miles driving distances. of that population. »Aravaipa
Canyon is generally closer in travel distance to populaticon centers within
the region than any of the existing wilderness.
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Aravalps Canvon provides a riparian environment with a perennial
stream that supports a wide wvariety of plants and animals. These factors,
coupled with all-~weather access for passenger vehicles, make Aravaipa
Canyon & popular place for backpackers and hikers.

Management Compromises and Constraints

Upon designation as wildernsess Aravaipa Canvon will be managed under the
same objectives as those established for management of the area as a Primitive
Area. Appendix 1 summarizes the management objectives of the Primitive Area
Management Plan.

To achieve the primary objective of protecting, enhancing, and nain-
taining the natural beauty and primitive character of the land, ¢ertain
steps are reguired to reduce man's influence upon natural, oultural,
visual, and wilderneéss values. Such steps should go beyond c¢losing the
arez to motordized vehiclies and prohibiting the discharge of firearms in the
canvon bottoms. Rather, each significant resource in the area must be pro-
tected so that the public can enjoy it without diminishing its inherent
value, Protection of the natural senvironment is of paramount importance.

Contipusus livestock grazing has been suspended in the canvon bottom
since 1974 to allow for the vecovery and natural succession ‘of the ziparvian
vegetation. Livestock graze public lands on the canvon rim under BLM
Permit.

Although grazing is not prohibited in wilderness areds (Wilderness act
of 1964), grazing will continue to be ¢ontrolled in the canyon bottoms but
permitted on the tableéelands above the danyon:

During severs drought one operator ig authorized to use & motor vehicle
to haul & portable pump 3 miles into the proposed wilderness area to pump
water from Aravaipa Creek through an existing steel pipeline to an sarthen
regervoir on the south rim. The operator must drive through the streambed
to get to the pipeline. Although use of the pipeline has only been re-
gquired twice over the past seven vears, adverse impacts on the dguatic
habitat and damage to vegetation dand solil structure along the streambed
have been unavoidable and highly visible for several weeks or months after.
The primitive a@rea managment plan recommends that BLM provide an alternative
source of witer nedy the earthen reservoir. Since the only feasible location
for this alternative water source is oun Arizona State lands, additional
coordination between agencies will be npecssary to complete the projsct.
Funding will be requested for FY 1982 to construct the water development.

BIs will continte to regulate visitey Use levels to preserve the ares
for future use and enjovment as wilderness.

The Aravaipa Canvon Primitive Area has been ¢losed to mining claim
B +'3 g

location by a conmbination of Classificaticn and Withdrawal Crders in 1968
and 1872.

10
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Economic and Social Impacts

The proposed wilderness designation would rnot significantly impact
economic conditions.

Economic impacts to the recreation resource use would relate to possible
increased demand. Since visitation trends show that most use occurs on
weekends and holidays, demand will probably not result in incressed use
unless that use occurs during the week.

An impact to the livestock grazing in the canvon may result from a change
in the allowable method of maintenance of range improvements and the uses of
vehicles wersus horses for tending livestock. Since the use of vehicles is
presently prohibited under the primitive area designation only the additional
2,626 acres contiguous to the primitive area would ke affected. 7This area
is roadless and lacks existing range improvements: therefors, economic impact
should be slight. & wilderness designation would not change livestock numbers.

Wilderness designation would preciude mining (after December 31, 1983)
on 880 acres now open to exploration and minihg. Since the mineral potential
of the Aravaips Canyon drea is low [ses USGS and Bursan of Mines Mineral
Report 79~291 for BAravaipa Canvon) wilderness designation would not
significantly affect mineral resource develdpment.

Social Conditions: User groups and the public have generally accepted
and approved of the existence of the primitive area. The proposed wilder-
ness degignation will not dirsctly impact socigl values.

Although the additional lands that would be designated wildernéss are
public, user groups and the Arizona public know that & wilderness dessignation
represents a ndrrowing of options for useé. User groups, such as hunters,
hikers, and nature studiers could, in principle, support the expansion, but
some groups might oppose it,

This registance has resulted in opposition by some Arizonang land a
few westerners) to increases in government regulations. In some cases, such
as the management plan for the Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Area, the public
accepts governmental regulations bescause such regulations are consistent
with what the public feels needs to be done: visitor use regulation to prow
tect the canyons The public, in this case; sesms to have similar desire for
such controls on the public lands adjscent to the primitive ares.

Impact &nalysis of Long-Term and Short-Term Effects

& wilderness desicnation of Avavaips Canven and adjacent public lands
would preserve oy improve the resources identified in previous sections of
this report in both the short and long term. Resource conmmitments would be
the same for the 4,044 acres that have been managed as primitive for the
past ten years.

LY
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In general most résources on theé 2,626 acres of contiguous public
land would benefit from wilderness desigpnation. 2Additional protection
would be affdrded to all wildlife habitat ineluding 600 acres of cruciazl
desert bighorn sheep habitat. Seéven ddditional known prehistoric sites
and some umdiscovered sites would be placed under wilderness management.
Wilderness values on adjacent public lands would permanently benefit,
Recreational activities such as backpacking, hiking, and sightseeing
would benefit in both the short and long term. Although off-road vehicle
(ORV) use would be adversely impacted in the short and long term, the
overall impact would be slight since the highly dissected rocky topography
of much of the adiacgernt land is unsuiltable for ORV use,

In the long and short term, wilderness designation would have a slicghtly

adverse impact on mineral resources, as identified in the preceding section.
A wilderness designation would protect geologic resources,

Special Legislative Needs

No special legislative needs haye to be addressed in conjunction with
a wilderness designaticn for Aravaipa Canyon,

Options Foregone

The szxplorvation of subsurxface or surface minerals will continue to ke
foregone on the 6;019 acres presently withdrawn from mineral entry unless
Congress restores those uses in the national interest. Wildeérness designation
might also hamper exploration and development after December 31, 1983 on the
880 acres not presently withdrawn. A&fter that date, only existing valid
claims may be developed. . Restrictions on the methods of extracting known
mineral deposits within the wilderness could increase costs of development:
Mining might also adversely impact wilderness resources.

A mineral study conducted by U.S5. Geological Survey and Bureau of Mines,
however,; concluded that no mineable ore deposits are known in Aravaipa Canvon
Primitive Area, No mineral commodity has been produced.

Zeolite deposits have been found in parts of the primitive area. Although
natural zeolite has great potential wvalue, the zeolite in the instant study
area does not appear to -constitute g significant resource; because of mining
costs that would probably be prohibitive compared with the cost of mining
otier fsar-surface depdsits elsewhére. The Zeolite beds in Cave Canvon and
Aravaipa Canvon lie in inaccessible positions, in vertical ¢liffs on can-
vonland topography, under large amounts of overburden. Although &n estimats
¢f the cost of nining was not made, ‘it could be many times greater than the
$8 to &8I0 per ton (89 to $22 per mb) aversge mining cost for other zeclite
depasits.

The area appears to have low mineral potential for metallic minsrals.
Since the latest Xnown mineralization in the region occurred before the
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deposition of the upper sequence of the Galiuro Volecanics, any possible
ore depositd would: dccur only beélow the. upper sedience, a4t depths of &t
least 600 feet {(180) near the single desp drill hole, and probably greatexr
elsewhere ingide the dinstant study area. Only sporadic high wvalues for
some base and precious metals were discovered in the course of this
investigation; the minor’ geochemical anomaly. perceived near the north-
trending fault in the eastern part of the area may indicate leakage from
an mndetermined mineralized area at unknown depth. However, no anomalous
values weré observed in the only drill hole to penetrate the thickrness of
the voleaniss and sample the underlying Precambrian rocks.

No known leases or mining claims ocour within the proposed wilderness
boundary.

Time Frame for Desidgnation

This suitability report reflects a mindmuw of conflict with existing
and futurs uses of Aravaipa Canvon. A lack of significant adverse impacts
from the propossd wilderness designation and the overall widespread public
support of such a designation provide an opportunity for Congress to serve
Arizonans ad well as all Americans by an éxpeditious consideration of this
recommendation.

Public Participation

BLM issued news releases in late Uscember 1978 announcing the propossd
study of Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Brea and adjdcent public lands for their
wilderriess character.  The BLM, Safford District Office held an open hduss
on January 10, 1979 to recsive comments related to the study. BLM has pro=
vided information, &as requested, to the interested publiecs by attending both
private and public meetings and has Kept the bublic abreast of progress of
the study. Notice was published in the Federal Register, Vol. 44. No. 189,
Thursday, Septembsr 27, 1979. HNotiges announcing the proposed reccmmendation
for Aravaipa Canyon, and three public hearings will be held in Arizona at
Safford; Tucson; -and Phoenix on Novenbey %; 6-and 7, 1979 to. &8llow for
comment on the proposed designation and related environmental statement,

The CGovernor of Arizona and Federal agencies were notified 30 days before the
public hearings and asked to comment on the proposed designation within

30 davs after the hearings. A transcript of comments made gt éach hearing
will be included with the final report submitted to the Pressident.

The maiority of comments received on the draft environmentzl statement
approve of BLM's proposal to include Bravaipa Canyen and adjacent public lands
having wilderness character within the National Wilderness Preservation System.
The Safford District Office's permanent documentaticn f£ile has a copy of all
comments received regarding Aravaipa Canyon.

s e}
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APPENDIX 1

ARAVAIPA CANYON PRIMITIVE AREA

MANAGEMENT SUMMARY

The Aravaipa Canyon Primitive Area Management Plan, widely &nﬁéfsed
by the public, establishes the following management objectives, providing
for public recreation while protecting wilderness values:

(1} to protect, enhance, and maintain the natural beauty and
primitive character of the land while providing visitors with & mean-

ingful ‘and quality primicive experience through proper resource and
visitor management;

(2) to identify recreation facility requirements and limitatious
commensurate with protection of the environment and to identify public
needs;

(3) to identify and regulate an acceptable level of recreation use
to preserve 4dnd protect other resourdses, particularly wildlife habitar:

(4) to develop an interpretation and information program for the
protection and identification of natural and cultursl values for the
benefit of wvisitors:

-{53) to ensure that the common goals for the implementation of the
plan are,aarrie& out through coordination with other BLM resource activ-
ities; Federal, State, and local governments; and the general public;

(6) to the extent feasible, to allow free and natural &mmlmgical
succession for scientific and other study;

(7) to manage the cultural resources for their scientific and
recreation value and protect them from intentional or inadvertent loss
or damages

To achieve the primary objective of protecting, enhancing, and main-
taining the natural beauty and primitive character of the land, positive
steps are required to limit man's influence upon natural, cultural,
vigual, and primitive values:

¢ To protect the natural environmental and primitive values the
primitive area is closed to motorized vehicles.

e TFor visitor safety; the shooting of firearms is prohibited in
Aravaipa Canyon and adjoining side canyons.

i
iF
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e To,allow for natural reproduction of the riparisn vegetation
and to eliminate conflicts with visitors, livestock grazing has been
terminated in the canyon bottoms and continues under custodial meanage-
ment on the canyon rims.

- ® Mineral prospecting and mining under the 1872 Mining Law are
prohibited within the primitive area.

o Visitor use is restricted by the following regulations. A per-
mit system limits visitors to 50 persons per day. Length of stay is
limited to 3 days and 2 nights. Horses can be used for day use only.
CGroup size dis limited to 10 per group for hikers and 5 per group for
horseback riders. Recreationists are prohibitad from collecting, dis-
turbing, or destroying vegetation, animals, rocks, or cultural artifacts.

g Resource study and reseavch will continue to monitor and evaluate
the condirien of each natural element, Water quality tests, vegetation
trend studies; wildlife research, and visitor carrying capacity studies
will be initiated or continued to insure preservation of the wilderness
valuas and maintenance of maximum Tecreational enjovment.

¢ An dinformation and dnterpretation program will be continued to
educate visitors and assist them in achieving the maximum enjoyment and
benefit from the area.

# The primitive area will continue to be managed by a fulltime
supervised staff of twe, one residing at the east administative site
and the other at the west administrative site. This staff provides for
visitor safety and protection through regular patrols in the canyvon.
They are trained in first did and rescue procedures. They maintain .
trailhead and support facilities at either end of the canyvon and contin-
vously monitor visitor use and resource conditions. Radio communications
between the canyon and District office ensure fast and direct response
to any situation.

® Support facilities will be limited to those required to meet

visitor needs and to protect the fragile resources within the primitive
ares.
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY

ARAVAIPA CANYON PRIMITIVE AREA
BIM; SAFFORD DISTRICT

PINAL & GRAHAM COUNTIES, ARIZONA

Aravaipa. Canyon Contiguous Total
. Primitive Area Public Land
Acres Without Wilderness
Characteristics e 229 229
Acres With Wilderness
Characteristics
Recompended For Designation 4,044 2,626 6,570
Recommended Acainst
Designation o s o e
TOTAL 4,044 2+855 6,899
Ownpership In Study Brea
Bureau of Land Management 6,889 gores

Boundary Description: Proposed Aravaipa Canyon Wilderness

The propoged Aravaipa Canyon Wilderneszs is in Graham and Pinal Counties
in the State of Arizona. The following description refers to Map #1.
A1l Iand hereinafter deseribed isg in slrveyed townships.

Gila and Salt River Meridian

Township & South, Range 17 EBast
Section 13, ts 1 through 8 inclusive.

Township & Bouth, 2ange: 18 East
Section 7, Stk

16
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Section 8, 54, including all land exgept that portion lyving north of
the following described line:

Beginning at a point 19200.0 feet W 89° 54' E of the Quarter corner
commen B Sections 7 and 8, Township 6 Bouth, Range 18 East; Gila
and Salt River Meridian; thence S 29° @' ‘E a distance of 450.00 feat;
thence S 57° 0' E a distance of 960.0 feet; thence N 52° ¢' E a dis-
tance of 425.0 feet; thence N 35° B a distance of 355.0 feet; thence
s 79° 0' E a distance of 735.0 feet; thence N 72° 0" E a distance

of 345.0 feet; thence N 297 0' £ a distance of 460.00 feet to a POint
which is 548.0 feet S 89° 54' W of the Quarter corner gommon to Seo=
tiong 8 and 9, Township & South, Range 18 East, Gila and Salt River
Meridian.

Section 9, SWh.

Sagtion 13,

Saction 14, SLNE%, Wy, S5k,

Sections 15 and 156.

Seotion 17, W%, M4Sk, Swhowh, SEASEL.
Section 18,

Sestion 23, NhNEkY, SEANELR, NENNW:.
Segetiong 24 and 25.

Township & Soiith, Range 19 East
Section 19: Iots 1 throush 4 dmelusive, and ail of that porticn of the
WhSER lying west of Turkey Cresk Canyon contained within the following
described boundary:

Beginning at & point of 1320 feet West of the corner common to
Sections 192, 20, 29, and 30, Townshigs & South, Range 19 East, Gila
and Salt River Meridian; thencs N 197 00' W a distance of 290.0 feet;
thence N 13° 0' E a distance of 365.0 feet; thence N 47° go* w a
distance of 200.0 feet; thence N 4° 30' E a distance of 620.0 feet;
thence N 56° 00' W a distance of 1462.0 feet; thence S 0° 03' E a
digtance of 2202.0 feet; thence Fast a distance of 1320 feet, to

the point of beginning.

Section 30, ILeots 2 through 6 dinclusive,; SWaNELR, WhSEY, and all of that
portion of Lot 1 and the E%SEX lying west of Turkey Creek Canyon con-
tained within the following described boundaryv:

Baginning &t & point 550.0 fest N 89° 51' W of the corner common to
Sections 29, 30, 21, and 32, Tcwnshig & South, Rangs 19 Bast, Gils
and Salt River Meridian: thence N 427 00' W a distance of 210.0 feet:
thence M 47° 30' E a distance of 875.0 feet; thence N 43O 30" Wwa
distance of 1125.0 feet; thence N 4° 00' E a distance of 2302.0 feat;
thence W 58° 00' W a distance of 425.0 feet; thence N 19° G0* W a
distance of 1000.0 feet; thence S 0% 17" B & ‘distance of 5028.29
fegt: thence S 89° 51' W a distance of 770.0 feet, to the point of
beginning.

The parcel of land to which the above description applises contains approx-
imately 6670.18 acres; more oY less.
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