W{ o

Wil

L

e -.x"-:}
A

ot

i
T o

USAV-00005078




e T

USAV-00005079



o - R

-

The geological features of A . it only scenic but represent an
important scientific and educational resource. Within the canyon, there is
opportunity to study a cross sectmn of earth's history representing nearly 2.6
million years. , .

The ecological resources of the canyon are also considered outstanding. The area
provides habitat for several Threatened and Endangered Species; it supports a

substantial herd of Desert Bighorn Sheep; families of Coati mondi; and numerous :
other species of wildlife. Thege different vegetative communities can be found within the |
area; the piparian community is generally the most heavily used by visitors.

The visual resource is considereéd to be Class I by Bureau standards as the canyon is
comprised of rugged, deep gorges with a variety of vegetation and rich colors, and
offers outstanding sightseeing and photography opportunities.

Aravaipa Canyon and theadjacent area contain numerous archaeological and historical
gites, Several possess high recreational and educational and scientific values.s The
Turkey Creek Cliff Dwelling is a itm{;ue archaeological site, and the Salazar homesite
has been nominated to the Natier istorical Sites.
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