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Udall seeks to designate
752,900 acres as wilderness

By John Ellement
States News Service

WASHINGTON — Rep. Morris K.
Udall released a plan yesterday to
set aside 752,900 acres of U.S. Forest
Service land in Arizona as wilder-
ness areas, and to allow an addi-
tional 1 million acres to be opened
for multiple use.

The Arizona Democrat also pro-
posed designating a 50-mile stretch
of the Verde River beginning near
Camp Verde and ending near Horse-
shoe Dam as a wild and scenic river,
an action that would prevent devel-
opment along its shoreline.

The Forest Service inventoried
1.9 million acres in Arizona in 1979
and suggested that Congress set
aside 400,312 acres of RARE II land
as wilderness and to study 545,828
acres for possible inclusion. RARE
II is the Forest Service's Roadless
Area Review and Evaluation.

Udall's proposal represents his
view of what should be done with the
land, and follows months.of conver-
sations with the Arizona Wilderness
Coalition, and the Users Group,
which represents utilities, ranchers
and mining companies.

The wilderness group suggested
that 1.6 million acres be set aside,
while the Users Group proposed
about 500,000 acres.

“People are upset,” said Carla
Tish of the Wilderness Society.
““Mo’s proposal is only one-half of
the amount’ that the coalition
wanted '

Udall, chairman of the House Inte-
rior Committee, said yesterday he
will introduce the bill Feb. 2 and has
scheduled a hearing on the proposal
for Feb. 21 before the public lands
subcommittee.

Udall hopes to tie the RARE II bill
and wilderness legislation for the
Arizona Strip and Aravaipa
into one omnibus package. If the
RARE II proposal bogs down, Udall
would separate the other two in
order to assure passage, an aide
said.

Sen. Barry Goldwater, R-Ariz.,
plans to introduce the RARE 11 pro-
posal in the Senate this week, an aide
said.

““This is a vehicle, hopefully,
through which we can achieve com-
promise and an acceptable bill,” she
said. “He is well aware that nobody
is happy with this proposal, but he
wants to get the show on the road.”

Some of the areas chosen by Udall
for wilderness designation in South-
emn Arizona include 39,700 acres of
the Rincon Mountains, east of Tuc-
son in the Coronado National For-

est; a 60,150-acre addition to the for-
est in the Chiricahua Mountains;
and a 27,160-acre tract called Santa
Teresa in the Dragoon Mountains.

The 13-page proposal appears to
be an attempt to walk the fine line
between sometimes conflicting de-
sires of industry and environmenta-
lists

For example, Udall rejected the
mining industry's argument that
Mount Wrightson, a 25,170-acre par-
cel in the Santa Rita Mountains of
the Coronado Forest, should be
opened to mining.

A 1983 survey of the parcel by the
Arizona Bureau of Geology and Min-
eral Technology described the land
as a “prime candidate” for future
mining activity. -

““We were aware of the opposition
to Mount Wrightson and some of the
other areas,” said a Udall aide, who
asked not to be identified. ‘“We'll
have to wait and see what happens.
(The resolution) will involve discus-
sions between Mo and the mining
community and (Rep.) Jim
McNulty.” .

But Udall also refused to extend
the wilderness designation to Blue
Primitive Area in the Apache-Sit-
greaves National Forest, which the
Arizona Wilderness Coalition had
sought.

Those two areas, as well as sec-
tions of the Tonto National Forest
that Udall did not include in his
package, are likely to be areas of the
:t:;t disagreement, the Udall aide

The present package does include
several concessions to the
group, including the addition of lan-
guage specifically prohibiting
“buffer zones,”” which the Users
Group says tend to spring up around
wilderness areas.

But it does not contain wording
sought by Arizona Public Service
Co., the Salt River Project and Tuc-
son Electric Power Co. to give the
utilities authority to establish corri-
dors in the wilderness areas for the
construction or continued use of

power lines.

None of the state’s four other
Bauemanbershnveaye?dwc:
sponsor the legislation as of yet, al-
though Udall briefed each member
on the proposal last week.

Three of those representatives —
Democrat McNulty and Republican
Reps. Bob Stump and Eldon Rudd —
have RARE II land in their dis-
tricts.

“] am studying the draft care-
fully, and will review the final bill
when it is introduced later this
week,” said McNulty, whose 5th
Congressional District contains
about 200,000 acres of RARE II land
recommended for wilderness.

A spokesman for Stump said he
could not support Udall's package
because it lumps the Arizona Strip
bill, an uncontroversial measure, to-
gether with the RARE II bill.

Udall’s proposal for the Verde
River exceeds the Forest Service's
recommendation by 10.5 miles, and
could possibly interfere with the In-
terior Department’s Plan Six, which
would create a reservoir to supply
water for the Tucson aqueduct of the
Central Arizona Project.

Mike Rappaport, a Salt River
Project official, said the 10-mile ex-
tension would hamper the construc-
tion of Plan Six, and he hoped that a
compromise could be developed.

““We are witt holding judgment on
this proposal until we have studied
it, and we see how our requests (for
changes) . . . are handled,” Rappa-
port said.

Udall will revise his proposal if he
is shown the addition would interfere
with Plan Six, an aide said. Plan Six
is the alternative to building Orme
Dam.

The Udall proposal would grant
multiple-use designation to about
1 million additional acres of Forest
Service land, and would prevent the
government from moving to extend
wilderness designation to any of
those lands until sometime in the





