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Phoenix, Sunday, Oct. 22, 1981,

The Capitol Foeus

Federal Wilderness Areas Bill Due
For Battle Despite Senate Okay

By BEN COLE
Republic Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON — The bill to
set aside million acres of
public land in permanent wilder-
ness areas is due for more de-
bate next year,

Before going
home, the Sen-
ate passed the
measure 78 to
8. The margin
= is deceptive,

 for a Jot of
" argument pre-

- ceded the vot-
ing,

Arizona
would confrib-
ufe 3,897,945

in the park
system, 287,519 of primitive
forest, and 1,596,428 of wildlife
refuge.

Considering that the govern-
ment already has 51,779,000
acres in Arizona, including tribal
lands it manages, the wilderness
preserve contemplated there is
not large.

THE Arizona
Legislature implored Congress
to stay its actions in behalf of
wilderness preservation. In a
1959 memorial, the state told
Congress:
“Federal lands within this
state now include an abundant
supply of wilderness reserva-

ficult or even more expensive or
might encroach upon the water
rights of the State of Arizona.
All these factors would retard
the economic development of
this state.”

DURING THE Senate debate
on the bill, Sen. Gordon Allott,
R. Colo., pointed out, “Almost
everyone in the West knows that
the great pressures upon the
West at this time are not only
for the use of its resources in
timber and minerals, but par-
ticularly for the use of its water
and its water resources,

“With the great population
explosion which is expected to
take place in the Western states,

gain for all Western states. She
will grow at a rate of 38.4 per
cent and reach a population of
1,802,000.

MINING WAS a big issue in
the debates. Sen. Henry C.
Dworshak, R-Idaho, voiced the
apprehensions of his state's min-
ers,

“I wish to say that ... there
is no question that the wilder-
ness concept itself violates mul-
tiple use,"” he said. “Those areas
in wilderness would be confined
to wilderness use as the only
use. So there would be no mul-
tiple use; the land could not be
used for watershed production-
or conservation or mining or
forestry.”

Before final Senate action,

some amendments were made
which would broaden the dis-

HOWEVER, SEN,
Goldwater, R-Ariz., never saw
the need for the wilderness
measure and said so in a few
paragraphs of colloquy with
Allott.

Goldwater declared there is
still plenty of opportunity for
the civilization - pressed Ameri-
can to get away from it all.
*‘, . . There are literally dozens
of unexplored canyons, undis-
covered natural bridges, and
undiscovered Indian ruins,”
Goldwater told the Senate,

“This is an area in which a

. man can get away from it all,
Rid) roothirs. ot oin if he wishes to do so, but he

d has to do a lot of walking or
well be imposed, would deny the he has to get a mule because
et | e Qllets steas &g there are no roads. .. do not
many thousands of visitors an- think there is "" in
ually. the U.S. Treasury to build roads
_“Moreover, such regulation |v through that red sandstone
might make fire protection dif- | Added canyon country.”






