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STATEMENT OF V. 1. COREELL, PRESIDENT, SALT RIVER PROJECT,
BETORE THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS
iN OPPOSITION TO 8, 1123
APRIL 2, 1959, AT PHOENIX, ARIZONA

Centlemen:

My name is V. I. Corbell, and I recide at Route 1, Box 518, Tempe,
Arizona. You have given me the privilege of sppearing here in my official capacity
as President of the Salt River Valley Water Users' Associetion, representing
250,000 acres of land and 110, 000 landowners. The Association also acts as agent
of the United States Bureau of Reclamation in the operation of the Salt River Project.

Although the Salt River Project has a very definite interest in the econcmy
of the entire State of Arizona which could be affected by the imposition of "wilderness
areas'' on our public lands, we are directly and particularly concerned in preventing
the establishment of "wilderness arcaz" in the 13, 000 square miles which constitutes
the waterghed of the Salt River Project, We are firm in cur belief that the public
lands of this State should be managed on the multiple-use principle under which the
economic life of the west hes progressed for go many years. We are further convinced
that multiple-use of public lands iz conducive to optimum water production so vital o
the welfare and economy of Central Arizona.

Within the memory of a few people still living, this Velley in which we
live was a barren desert, flocded occasionzlly by huge spring torrents from the
mouniainous country which drains into the Salt and Verde Rivers. The flow of the
rivers was so unpredictable that a stable economy was an imposgibility; but, with
the pessage of the Federal Reclamation Act and the construction of Roosevelt Dam
to control the floods and provide a stable, dependable water supply, this Valley
began to prosper.

With the consiruction of Rooseveli Dam, the Federal Government withdrew
from entry thousands of acres of forest lands to assure the people that there would be
ne interference with the flow of waler inte the Salt River Project reservoir system.

Il is particularly in connection with these public lands that the Salt River Project, on
bshalf of the people who reside in thiz area, strongly objects to the installation of
wilderness areas.

Over a half million people and 500, 000 acres of agricultural lands, both
within and without the boundaries of the Salt River Project, are directly dependent
upon the flow of the Salt and Verde Rivers into this Valley area. It is my firm belief,
based upon present experiments and the opinion of experts, that the imposition of
wildernese areas on this watershed would further diminigh the already short water
supply for Central Arizona.

In summary, we believe this legislation should be defeated for the following
reasons:
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The so-called "Phoenix Area" of our State is completely dependent
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I. CORBELL (Continued)

It is contrary to the multiple-use principle
so long followead in the operation of public
1ands throughout the Weset and the public
lands comprising the watershed of the Salt
River Project.

It prevenis the maximum use of forest arcas
for recreational purposes and limits such
wilderness areas to a small minority.

It would be detrimentel to the Siate of
Arizona by interfering with the lumber
industry, the catile industry, the mining
industry, the agriculture indusiry and,
last but not least, the domestic water supply
of the City of Phoenix and other Valley towns.

upon the water supply of the Salt River watershed. Rather than atterapt by this
statement to provide you with all the statistics showing the importance of water

to our area and the detrimental effects of any interference with our water supply,

I have taken the privilege of attaching to my etatement as an exhibit a recently
published booklet entitled "THE PHOENIX STORY, AN ADVENTURE IN

RECLAMATION".

By way of prose, pictures and graphs, this booklet will more
clearly illustrate the importance of water iu this desert valley and the unwillingness
of our people to approve legislation which would in any way interfere with the manage-

ment of our watershed.

Thank you.
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