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Based upon the RARE [l inventory of
national forest roadless lands prepared
last fall, the Forest Service has devel-
oped alternative sets of recommenda-
tions to be included in the RARE 1l
draft environmental impact statement

" (EIS) which will be released to the
public in June. Eight alternatives have
“been prepared for each Forest Service
region and each alternative contains a
different mix of roadless areas recom-
mended for wilderness, non-wilderness
or further study. The Forest Service will
not single out a “‘preferred’ alternative.

Each inventoried roadless area has
now been evaluated for timber and
hard rock mineral potential, grazing
and off-road vehicle use and impor-
tance for energy development. Addi-
tionally, each area has received a “'wil-
derness attribute rating"' designed to
give an eslimate of wilderness quality.
The inventory released last November
included 1,921 roadless areas covering
65.7 million acres of the national forest
system,

During the public review period
stretching from the release of the draft
EIS due in mid-June to the October 1
deadline for comments; The public is
encouraged to inspect (he areas and

e 1he resource dala collected by

offices.

“[_the Forest Service. Data for each area
is available at regional and supervisor's

( SRP10221

Agency At Work on Draft EIS

Much of the data has been hastily
assembled and mav be of poor quality!
Citizens concerned with specific road-
less areas should be prepared to check
data for mistakes and omissions. For
example, information on development
costs may be missing and in some
instances should be submitted to offer
a more comprehensive and accurate
picture of alternatives as well as a belter
reflection on actual field conditions.

Conservationists are also concerned
that the alternatives themselves were
quickly thrown together under tight
deadline pressure. Seven of the eight
alternatives for each region were based
upon certain national criteria developed
by the Forest Service and may be un-
realistic when applied to any single
state. The eighth alternative for each
region was developed by local Forest
Service personnel, and although more
responsive to local conditions, it may
also give undue emphasis to local
politics.

As the roadless areas are undergoing
evaluation, minor changes are still being
made in the RARE Il inventory. Some
areas have been altered as inventory
mistakes are corrected, some have
been dropped as local land planning
decisions allocate lands separately from
RARE I, and other areas have been
added as a result of questions about
the inventory submitted by wilderness
supporters across the nation, Lands in
the latter category will be included in

the evaluation process.
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