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The Clerk read as follows :

In line 810, afterthe word *‘ ¢cxpenses,” insert the words " including the rent of
necessary oftice-rooms.”

Mr. SPRINGER. I desire, Mr. Chairman, while this amendment is
pending, to ask the gentleman from New York in charge of this bill if
he can inform the committeeat what time in the future, near or remote,
this monument is likely to be tinished? The American people are get-
ting a little anxious to get this thing done, and they want to know when
that consumumation is to be reached. I hope the gentleman has esti-
mates of such a character as will enable him to give us the information
we seek and let us into the secret as to when this thing is to be finished ?

Mr. HISCOCK. My understanding is thatit will be finished or com-
pleted in two years from the 1st of next July.

Mr. SPRINGER. That is all right.

Mr. HISCOCK. And I am prepared to give the gentleman from Ili-
nois the most positive assurance on this point.

Alr. SPRINGER. I am glad to hear it

AMr. HISCOCK. I have investigated the subject with a great dealof
care, and I can give the gentleman this information without the least
doubt in the world as to its accuracy.

Mr. SPRINGER. That information is very satistactory to me and
will be, I am sure, to thecountry. [Laughter.] AndIam glad toknow
that there is a time to which we may look forward with the hope of
seeing this monument completed.

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on agreeing to the amendment
proposed by the gentleman from New York.

The amendment was agreed to.

The Clerk read as follows:

MILITARY POSTS.

To enable the Secretary of War to have buildings constructed and improve-
ments made at military posts, as follows: At Fort Colville, Washington Terri-
tory, $50,000; for the establishment of reserved posts at San Antonio and Fort
Bliss, $75,000; at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, $52,000; at Fort Grant, Arizona, $60,000;
at Atlanta, including purchase of necessary ground, $75,000; at Fort Douglas,
Utaly, §12,000; in all, $524,000. ]

Mr. VALENTINE. I offer the amendment which I send to the
desk. -

The Clerk read as follows:

In line 817, after the word * dollars,”” insert:

** Fort Niobrara, Nebraska, §25,000.”

Mr. VALENTINE. Mr. Chairman, the estimate made by the Sec-
retary of War and forwarded to the Committee on Appropriations for
the continuance of the building at this fort is $63,000. The total
amount asked for by the Secretary of War for all of these fortifications
was something over one and one-half millions of dollars; but the com-
mitéee have for some reason seen proper to reduce it to less than one-
half a million dollars, leaving out entirely any appropriation for this
fort. .

Now, Fort Niobrara is located on the extreme northern boundary of
Nebraska, on the line between the settlements in the northern part of
the State and the large reservation in the Territory of Dakota, where
there are more than 25,000 Indians. Ifisthe only means of defense of
the settlers in that part of the State of Nebraska in case of an outbreak
ofthese Indians. Iknow itisapartoftheprogramme of the commanding
officer of thatdepartment, as well as the Lieutenant-General and General
ofthe Army, to consolidate these postsas far as possible, and doaway with
alarge number of them altogether. ~ But they have selected Fort Nio-
brara to be continued as the only post in that region, and made an esti-
mate in accordance with that determination. It is absolutely neces-
sary that this should be completed, and I hope therefore that there will
be no objection to the amendment. :

The committee divided; and there were—ayes 13, noes 21.

So (there being no further count demanded) the amendment was not
agreed to. :

Mr. DUNNELL. I move tostrike out the word ‘‘five,” in line 821;
and I do this that I may ask the chairman of the committee whether
this clause is evidence of a policy to be adopted by the Government in
the expenditure of these large sums of money at these posts? Or, in
other words, whether these expenditures provided for in this bill are
the first that have been made at these posts?

Mr. HISCQCK. In part, yes; and in part, no. At Fort Colville, in
Washington Territory, which is upon our extreme northwestern border,
there has been an old fort of that name, and it is not intended to ex-
pend any of this money upon the old fort. It hasbeen, I think, ab-
solutely abandoned. It is a point, however, where the Government
deems it absolutely necessary to keep a certain number of troops.

Mr. BLOUNT. 1 wish to ask if it is not the purpose of the Military
Committee to offer an amendment providing for the sale of property no
longer required for the purposes of these forts?

Mr. DUNNELL. I desire to say, if the gentleman from New York
[Mr. Hriscock] has closed bis remarks, it seems to me the Government
in this bill is appropriating large sums of money at these different posts
and that these are but the beginningsof expenditures that will not fail to
_beverylarge. What may be to-day a desirable and eligible military post
out on the frontier may not ten years from now be a desirable military
post,.and the making of these expenditures in the way of temporary

perishable buildings is a policy the wisdem of which may be very well
questioned. : '

XNow, $50,000 is a very large sum to be appropriated for improvements.
at a post practically abandoned and practically outside of the range of
military headquarters. We have here $324,000 appropriated, not for «
the coustruction of forts but simply for improvements about forts, some
of which are substantially abandoned and which will soon become use-
less to the Government. There ought to be something fixed in the char-
acter of these points at which so much money is expended.

_Take for instance the Department of Dakota, embracing the Territory
of Dakota and the State of’ Minnesota largely. There are permanent
works at Fort Snelling—very properly; and these are to be of the like
kind, and these appropriations are looking to the same end touching,
these other places. Now if these other places are as well selected and
as well fixed by nature as Fort Snelling, in the Department of Dakota,
very well. T would like to hear the gentleman from New York give --
something of a military statement touching these positions and the part
they play in the grand arrangement. . .

Mr. HISCOCK. If there is any subject in the world in reference to-
which I feel T am entirely competent to speak, learnedly and exhaust-
ively, it is on this subject of thelocation of military forts. [Laughter.]

The Secretary of War and the General of the Army submitted to the
Committee on Appropriations estimates amounting in the aggregate to-
$1,700,000 in round numbers. They said the purpose was, in these
days of railroads, to locate military posts at railroad centers or where
they could be reached by railroads in the West and on the extreme north-
western boundary with Canada, and at other points, so that the troops.
could he concentrated at those points. They said they believed that to a
large extent the day of Indian hostilities had passed and the troops were-
tobe concentrated at these points, always to be within call, but not to be:
scattered or maintained in the scattered condition in which theyare now.
They submitted to us a list of fortifications, barracks, or forts—call them
by whatever name you please—for the construction of which they asked
an appropriation of $1,700,000. After repeated interviews with these
gentlemen we finally picked out these military posts indicated in this.
paragraph, at a cost of something near 350,000, and concluded to ap~
propriate the money for them. :

_ Thoroughly convinced that upon this theory of theirs, which we be-
lieved to be a proper and wise theory, of the concentration of troops at
a given point, from which they could be sentin case of an emergency to-
the scene of hostilities—convinced that this was a wise policy, we con-
cluded to adopt the scheme to the extent of giving the money for these
posts. Now, takethis one on the northwestern frontier. They say this.
of it:

From Fort Assinaboine, on the upper sources of Milk River, a tributary of the-
Missouri, to Puget Sound—a distance of more than a thousand miles—we have
no fort or military establishment on the northern frontier, One such is deemed
all-important, both to prevent Indian complications aswell as trouble with law--
lesswhite men, who always exist on the national borders, whe commit deprede-
tions on one side and escape to the other. We always hold the authorities of”
the Canadian Dominion to a promptaccount for the depredations of their Indian
and half-breed marauders, and should, in fairness, be prepared to keep reason—
ably good order on our side. The building of our Northern Pacific Railroad has.
filled that region with a lawless class, who will surely compromise our Govern-
ment unless we are prepared to repress them promptly. "For this purpose we-
need a military post somewhere between the Flathead agency, in Montana, and
Puget Sound, preferably at some point near old Fort Colville, We succeeded
to that postfrom the old Hudson Bay Company about 1848, and have patcheditup -~
fromtime to time, butatlastit hasbecome simply untenable, the buildingsrotting:
down, and has been abandoned. The purpose is to select o new site near the
Dominion border, either at old Fort Colville or some point in that region, before- ¢
the land is taken up by settlers, who are only too willing to malte a homestead
entry and thereafter make the United States pay roundly for it, We now pro-
pose to select the best site available before if is too late, and thereon erect 4 post
for two companies of cavalry or infantry, to form a nucleus for a larger estab--
lishment in the nearfuture. The sum asked for is the minimum possib{e. R

Mr. McCOOK rose. e

The CHAIRMAN. Debate on the amendment is exhausted.

Mr. DUNNELL. I withdraw the amendment, . e,

Mr. McCOOK. I wish to call the attention of the gentleman fro;
Minnesota to the report of General Sherman. It furnishes a very dis--
tinct and conclusive answer to his suggestions.

Mr. HISCOCK. I move to amend in line 820 by inserting the word
‘“Georgia’’ after the word ‘ Atlanta.” : T

Mr. VALENTINE. That is very much needed down there. . - '~

The amendment was agreed to. . AR

Mr. McCOOK. I desire now to offer a substantial amendment. - I
am directed by the Committee on Military Affairs to offer the amend-
ment which I send to the desk, to be inserted after the word ‘““dellats,’” ..
in line 823. I hope before the amendment is read the committee will -
be in order, as it is quite lengthy and I do not desire to have it read.
more than once. : L e

The CHAIRMAN. The committee will come to order.

The Clerk read the proposed amendment, as follows:

At the end of line 823 add the following : L R
“That all lands reserved for military purposes which, in the opinion of the-
President, may be no longer desirable for such purposes, or so much thereof as -

Le may designate, shall be placed under the control of the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to be disposed of: Provided, That said lands shall not be placed under the -
control of the Secretary of the Interior until the.direction of the President there-
for shall have been filed in the Interior Department: vided also, That said
lands shall not be subject to location by warrant or scrip of any description *
nor to the homestead or preemption laws of the United States: And provided:

e

- FCFH03821




1883, CONGRESSIONAL

RECORD—HOUSE,

furtﬁer That said lands shall not be sold until they shall have beensurveyed and’

platted under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior and appraised by
three competent men to be appointed by him and their appraisal approved by
the President of the United States. And said lands shall be sold at public sale
to the highest bidder for cash and‘shall not be sold 2t less than their appraised
value and in such subdivisions as may be most advantageous to the Govern-
ment, no subdivision to exceed one hundred and sixty acres.” .

. -Mr. VALENTINE. It is subject to a point of order.
Mr. McCOOK. Let us hear what the point of order is.
;. Mr. VALENTINE. It changes-existing law and does not retrench
- gxpenditures. .
. - Mr. MCCOOK. Tell us what existing law it changes.
- " Mr., . BLOUNT. Does it come from any committee?
. Mr. McCOOK. It comes from the Committee on Military Affairs,
. Mr. HISCOCK. I will say that this proposition has been fully in-
vestigated by the Committee on Appropriations, and I am authorized
by that committee to accept it. )
Mr. VALENTINE. I still maintain my point of order. If there
was only a portion of the proposition offered I should not object to it;
but the idea of taking all our military reservations in the West and
throwing them open to the people of the whole country is something I
object to. .
"]].‘he CHAIRMAN. The Chair would inquire if this subject was re-
feired-to the Committee on Military Affairs? :
. Mr. McCOOK. It was,and this isthe unanimous report of that com-
mittee, . .
. - Mr. VALENTINE. Itwould seem to be implied from the question
asked by the Chair of the gentleman from New York [Mr, McCooK]
that if the Committee on Military Affairs have passed upon this propo-
sition it'may go on a general appropriation bill, and not he suhject toa
" point of order. )
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will read the proviso of the rule
which was read not long since. ) .
- Mr. VALENTINE. I would be glad to hear it.
- The Clerk read as follows: -

Provided, That it shall bein order further to amend such bill upon the report
of the committee having jurisdiction of the subject-matter of such amendment,
which amendment, being germane to the subject-matter of the bill, shall re-
trench expenditures,

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will observe that the only ques-
tion under that provision of the rule is whether the proposed amend-
ment retrenches expenditures.

Mr. VALENTINE. I say it does not upon its face retrench expend-
itures, To be in order the amendment must carry upon its face the fact
that it will retrench expenditures.

Mr. McCOOK. I will read on that point the opinion of the former
Secretary of War, Mr. Ramsey, of the State of Minnesota.

Mr. VALENTINE. I do not know that the opinion of the former

Secretary of War has anything to do with the point of order. )

Mr. McCOOX. The gentleman asked the question whether it re-
trenched expenditures, Iam geing to give him the opinion of a former
Secretary of War in regard to that point. Of course I have no persenal
knowledge of it, and I simply quote the opinion of one who I suppose
was competent to give an opinion upon the subject.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman from New
York [Mr. McCoox] on that point.

Mr. McCOOK. Secretary Ramsey said:

There are a number of military reservations which are of no further use for
military purposes, and every yearthe number increases. It is the custom of the
Secretary of War to report such cases to Congress as soon as they are brought
to hiis notice and ask for authority to transfer the reservations to the custody of
the Secretary of the Interior for sale or disposition under the generalland laws.
As a rule several years elapse before such authority is granted, and in the mean
time trespassers come upon the reserves as soon as the troops leave, and when
ejected they appeal to the Departmentto reinstate them in the posgession of land
to which oftentimes they havenoshadow of elaim. Thesc claims are & source of
constant annoyance; and in addition—

This is what I wish to call attention to—

And in addition there is the expense of an agent—

Mr. SPRINGER. I hope the Chair will preserve order so that we can
hear the gentleman from New York.

The CHAIRMAXN. The gentleman will suspend until the committee
comes to order.

Mr. McCOOK. Iam simply reading thisbecause the Chair requested
me to, not because I helieve the committee are listening to me or will
listen. to me.

I was just coming to the point to which I desired the attention of the
Chair. Now, Mr. Chairman, just between us [laughter]—

These claims are a source of constant annoyance; and in addition there is the
cxpense of an agent to take carc of each *abandoned  reservation,

I therefore claim that on the face of the amendment, on the face of
the proposition to dispose of these abandoned reservations, it is shown
that the expense of an agent to take care of each reservation will be
got rid of, and therefore it will retrench expenditures.

Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman—

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will hear the gentleman on the point
of order. ) .

Mr. DUNNELL. The amendment proposed by the gentleman from

-
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New York [Mr. McCook] provides for the appointment of an appraiser
and makes provisions for expenditures in the disposition of these reser-
vations, expenditures quite as large as might be had under the agency
system to which he alludes. : .

Now, I insist that the Chair will be unable to determine whether
there will be any retrenchment of expenditures by the adoption of this
proposition. I am radically opposed to its adoption; it is all wrong.
I wish to be heard for a moment npon the merits of the proposition.

Mr. McCOOXK. That is just where we want to get you; on the mer-
its of the proposition.

Mr. VALENTINE. Let us confine this debateto the point of order.

Mr. CANNON. I think thisamendmentisinorder. The Chairwill
recollect that when these rules were adopted the House sought to limit
the power of the Committee on Appropriations as such toplace legisla-
tion upon appropriation bills. -

Therefore it provided, in the clause of Rule XXI to which reference
has often been made, that legislation to be in order must retrench ex-
penditures in one of three ways. And the Chair has very properly held
strictly to the wording of that clause of the rule for the purpose of car-
rying out the intention of the House in adopting the rule.

Now, as to the proviso to that rule, which permits legislation upon
general appropriation billd, upon the report of different committees of
the House, the construction of the proviso has always been liberal and
not strict. Ifa proposition is made which fairly upon its face or by

-fair intendment will retrench expenditures in any way the practice of

the Chair has been to hold it in order and allow the Committee of the
‘Whole to vote upon it. To a certain extent, to a very large extent, we
are proceeding legitimately under therecommendation of different com-
mittees of the House to legislate upon appropriation billsfor the public
interest.

Now, does this amendment retrench expenditures? It provides for
the sale of military reservations which have become useless, which are
not productive to the Government, which are an item of expense for
their care. To my mind theamendment clearly comes within the pro-
viso of Rule XXT.

Mr. VALENTINE. On the contrary, Mr. Chairman, I think the
amendment itself indicates that it will increase expenditures. It pro-
vides for the appointment of appraisers, for the payment of surveysand
many other things which directly tend to increase rather than diminish
expenditures. I donot thinkitallowable for a committee to place upon
a general appropriation bill any legislation that it pleases under the
clause cited by the Chair. In the first placeit mustbe germane, which
in my opinion this certainly is not; and it must reduce the amount of
money covered by the bill. That is the language of the rule.

Mr. ROBESON. Mr. Chairman, by the last clause of the third para-
graph of Rule XXT it is provided— q

That it shall be in order to amend such bill upon the report of the committee
having jurisdiction of the subject-matter of such amendment, which amend-
tx‘:\lg:st, being germane to the subject-matter of the bill, shall retrench expendi-

That particular clause goes to the subject of the general reduction
of expenditures. The other clauses give the Appropriations Committee
power over subject-matters which are not generally committed to them,
but which require expenditures in detail. But when an amendment
comes from a committee which has appropriate charge of the subject,

-either by the nature of its general jurisdiction or under a reference by

the House, then that rule broadens and embraces every matter which
looks generally toward the reduction of expenditures.

XNow, the provision to which this amendment is offered is a part of a
system entered upon by the military authorities of this Government—
the Secretary of War and the commanding general—for the purpose of’
retrenching expenditures in the maintenance of military posts. A part
of the scheme is embraced in the provision of the paragraph itself. In-
stead of asking appropriations for numerous posts seattered all along
the line of our boundaries, it concentrates these posts at railroad cen-
ters, where it is intended in the future to mass our troops so that they
may be sent out to other points as necessity may require. Thusalong
the Rio Grande frontier, instead of a dozen subordinate posts we au-
thorize but two posts, one at El Paso, the other at San Antonio—both
railroad centers, from which other points may be readily reached. Thus.
at Atlanta, a high and healthy point in the southern country with a.
salubrious atmosphere, the troops for the Southern States are accord-
ing to this plan to he massed so as to be sent out by railroad as occa-
sion may require. . ) .

This is a system of general retrenchment of expenditures recomi-
mended by the Secretary of Warand the commanding general. So far
as the Committee on Appropriations had authority they have put it in
their bill originally. But it is not complete unless some other com-~
mittee acts upon it and carries it out. In order to carry out this re-
duction of expenditures the Military Committee comes in and acting
strictly under the rule submits this provision for the sale and disposal
of those posts which have been abandoned. It is a partof the general
system of reduction, and therefore strictly in order.

I have said that the proposed amendment is strictly in accordance
with the rule and with proper legislation. We have done everything
that the Committee on Appropriations was authorized to do; that is
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the initintion of this retrenchment. Norw, the Military Committee
comes in and adds its appropriate clause, the subject-matter being one
over which it has jurisdiction, and carries the plan of retrenchment to
its legitimate end; for it can not be denied that it is in the line of re-
trenchment to consolidate these posts; and when they are consol_idgxtgd
and two-thirds of them abandoned, it can not be denied thatitisin
the line of retrenchment for the Government to dispose of them prop-
erly and under such restrictions as the legislative power may prescribe.

Several members addressed the Chair.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair must beg gentlemen now to be brief,
as he has already heard the point of order very fully discussed on both
sides. The Chair recognizes the gentleman from Ohio [ Mr. CONVERSE]
who has not spoken.

AMr. CONVERSE. I wish simply to inquire of the gentleman from
Xew Jersey [Mr. ROBESOXN] whether, under the rules of the House,
either the Appropriations Committee or the Military Committee has
any control whatever over the sale of public lands or any other property
of the United States. This entire provision, as I understand, is for the
sale of the public domain. I vish to inquire whether either of these
committees has any control over the sale or disposition of any public
property.

Mr. ROBESON. I admit, if the gentleman puts to me that ques-
tion, that these are lands owned by the United States; but they are not
in the general sense the same lands that we eall “ public lands;”’ being
originally a part of the public 1ands, or having been purchased from in-
dividuals, they have been appropriated by the Government for military
purposes. Therefore it is a proper part of the jurisdiction of the Mili-
tary Committee to recommend to the House the abandonment of them,
and if possible their sale.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now rule upon the question, hav-
ing heard it disenssed sufficiently at length.

SIr. SPRINGER. Will the Chair allow me just one word? In the
decision made by Mr. Speaker Kerr, in the Forty-fourth Congress, it
was stated that the Chair would take cognizance of the reports of the
various Departments of the Government, of existing laws, and of the
rules and proceedings of the House. The gentleman from New York
has quoted one of the reports of the Department showing that there
would be a retrenchment of expenditures in the discharge of the cus-
todians of this property. .

The CHAIRMAN, The Chair will direct the reading of the first
part of the proposed amendment. :

The Clerk read as follows:

After the word *‘ dollars,” in line §23, insert:

“Phat all lands reserved for military purposes, which, in the opinion of the
President, may be no longer desirable for such purposes, or so much thereof as
he may designate, shall be placed under the control of the Secretary of the In-
terior to be disposed of.”

The CHATRMAN. This is the first branch of the amendment, and
the first question is whether this is germane to the paragraph of the
bill under consideration. That paragraph is headed ‘‘ military posts,”’
and it provides for several of these posts. The amendment providing
for others has already been entertained. - The Chair is of the opinion,
therefore, that ib is germane to the subject-matter of the paragraph.

Further than that, even these stations and posts for which appropria-
tion is made are included within the discretionary power given to the
President.

‘Being germane, the next question is whether it is reported by a com-
mittee having jurisdiction of the subject-matter, and the Chair takes

the statement of the gentleman from New York that the subject-mat-
ter has been referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

Mr. McCOOK. What does the Chbair mean by that?

. Mr. VALENTINE. Ido not think the gentleman will say that it
bas been referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair asked whether this had been referred
to that committee, and understood the gentleman from New York to
say that it had. ’

Mr. VALENTINE. I think the Chair asked whether it had been
under consideration by that committee, and I do not think it was ever
referred to that committee under the rule.

Mr. MCCOOK. What rule does the gentleman refer to? v

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair begs again to make inquiry whether
‘he misunderstood the gentleman to say that this subject was referred
1o the Committee on Military Affairs? .

Mr. McCOOK. Referred by whom or in what manper ?

The CHATRMAN, That is-for the gentleman to say.

_ Mr. VALENTINE. Was it referred by bill or resolution ? .

Mr. McCOOK. There was no bill or resolution so far as I know re-
ferring this to the Committee on Military Affairs. But, sir, the Presi-
«dent's message time and again Ras called the attention of Congress to
the subject; and the subject-matter is involved in the President’s mes-
sage and the accompanying letter of the Secretary of War, which have

_been referred to the Committee on Military Affairs.

The.CHAIRMAN. The only question is have they gone to the Mili-
stary Committee? Does the chairman of the commifttee, or any gentle-
man of that committee, state this subject-matter was before that com-
n;l%tvee Igy any paper coming either from the Presidentor the Secretary
of War? . .

\[r. HENDERSON. Yes; Isay so. :

The CHAIRMAN. The chairman of the Committee on Military
Affairs now states the subject-matter was referred to his committee, and
the Chair accepts that statement.

Afr. CONVERSE. - I wish’ to call the attention of the Chair to the
rule.

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has the rule before him. )

Mr. CONVERSE. - The rule says it shall be proposed legislation
which is referred to the committee. This is not proposed legislation
which has been referred to the Military Committee. o

Mr. McCOOK. Now, Mr. Chairman— .

The CHAIRMAYN. The Chair will state the rule before he is through.

AMr. BMCCOOK. Wait a moment until I can show the subject-matter
was before the Military Committee.

The CHAIRMAN., The Chair will not undertake to decide until
gentlemen have closed the debate. ’ .

Mr. McCOOK. The Chair asked me a question and I have beerr
trying to answer it correctly and intelligently. This subject-matter
has been referred to the Committee on Military Affairs in the ordinary
and usual method in which such matters go to committees of this

House. .
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already had the statement of the
oentleman from Illinois [Mr. HEXDERSON], chairman of the Committee
on Military Affairs, that the subject-matter was referred to that com-
mittee, and it desires to hear nothing further on that point. :
Mr. McCOOK.
from the President’s message transmitted to the Senate and House of .
Representatives: R

I transmit herewith for the consideration of Congress & communication from ~

the Secretary of War upon the subject of abandoned military reservations, and - |

renewing his former recommendation for such legislation as may provide for
the disposal of military posts which are no longer needed for military purposes.
.

That is signed by Chester A, Arthur, President of the United States, ©

and was referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. Ul
The CHAIRMAN. The Chair will now proceed to decide the point .
of order. The first clause of the amendment as stated is germane.
It appears the committee reporting this amendment has jurisdictionof - -
the subject-matter. . o
The remaining question, as to whether it retrenches expenditure,
has to be decided. In answer to the point made that other expenses A"
are to be incurred in executing the law, the Chair does not regard that
as objectionable. It is proposed to substitute a temporary expenditure
for a permanentone, and further it may include the very posts for which °
appropriations are made in the bill by the terms of the amendment..
The Chair therefore thinks it comes fairly within the provision at the
end of subdivision 3 of Rule XXI. R
Further, the Chair will state the distinction taken by the gentleman’
from Illinois [Mr. CANNON] isrecognized by the Chair as an important .

one—that the previous clausesof the subdivision are very restrictive of ™ -

the power of the Committee on Appropriations and are in favor of com-.;
mittees having regular and legitimate jurisdiction of the interests in- "
volved. This amendment seems to the Chair to meet the demands of*
the proviso including retrenchment, as certified by the letter of the’

Secretary of War, and he is of the opinion that it is in order andso dg-

cides. . S
Mr. DUNNELL. I desire to be heard fora moment on the merits" .

of the proposition. Lo
The CHATRMAN. No action being desired farther on the point of -
order, the Chair will recognize the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr.
DUNNELL]. ’ R
- Mr. DUNNELL. Mr. Chairman,
Committee or the Committee on Appropriations will desiré to ingorpo-
rate into this bill a provision touching these military reservations which
will work 2 hardship to the settlers. The policy of the Government -

hitherto has been, on the recommendation of the Secretary of War, for - -

Congress to pass o special act throwing the military reservation in ques-
tion open to settlement under the homestead and pre-emption laws of
the United States, You will mark the proviso under discussion is in
absolute overthrow of the policy of the Government from time imme-

morial. S C AL
ion, on the recommendation

I

Heretofore whenever a military reservat
of the Secretary of War, has béen abandoned it has always throughout ~
the entire history of the Government been made by act,of Congress a

art of the public domain and thrown open to pre-emption and home-
Now it is proposed to say that those reservations.

4 is one of the subdivisions of this proviso sought to be incorporated
i¥o this bill. But, on the other hand, they are to be appraised and
sold as provided here, in opposition to the policy thathaslo v

Some of these reservations, as Iknow, Mr. Chairman, embrace many :
square miles, hundreds of thousands of acres of land; and upon these
reservations settlers have gone—squatters they are called techpically—. .
but always in its legisldtion heretofore Congress has regarded -their .
rights and provided for them in making disposition of such property;
and among the very first acts of the Forty-second Congress, ‘after] be-
came a member of Congress, there was passed a bill opening up 2 mil- -

FCFH03823
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‘jtary reservation to the homestead and pre-emption settlers. In that
bill, at the time I refer to, provision was made that the persons found’
there who had made settlement under the homestead and pre-emption
law, or the squatters upon this reservation, were to be protected in the
 rights which they had acquired by residence-and occupation; and the
. very billd themselves protecfed these squatters on these reservations
and provided that they were to have the right to perfect their entry

- and acquire title. The bills making these postsor reservations part of | p

-the public domain always so provided. It is here proposed practically
_in_this bill to scoop out of the vast domain of the Republic a large
amount of public land, and instead of allowing those lands to be opened,

. as the spirit of the lawrequires, to homestead and pre-emption entry,

. which is the settled policy of this Government, a new proposition is

brought forward providing that these landsshall be taken away from the
right of settlement and sold under an appraisement ordered tobe made,
thus depriving these settlers of their acquired rights of occupancy.
- Mr. MCCOOX. Because they have not acquired any rights.

Mr. DUNNELL. M. Chairman, I am for one terribly opposed to a
shange in our policy in this respect. It is all wrong, and it is open to

corrapt practices; it is open to fraud, and it is opento bad government. |

I trust this committee will not force us into a policy so radically new
and so radically different from the homestead and pre-emption prinei-
ple which we have always followed so steadily in the disposition of our
public lands. .
- Mr. DAWES. Are the lands here referred to settléd to any extent?
© Mr. DUNNELL. TUpon some of these reservations there are old set-
tlers, four, five, and ten years on the lands. They have made settle-
ments upon them and have recognized homes which they have estab-
lished there. It is now proposed by this.amendment to oust them and
- forfeit their titles. I hope the committee will do nothing of the kind.
I hope our public-land policy will not be changed at this time.
. The CHATIRMAN. The time of the gentleman from Minnesota has
expired. ' - : . .

Mr. McCOOK. It is proposed to oust them because they are thes-
passers and have no more right to the lands which they have taken up
in this manner than they would have to take possession of my prop-
erty or any other man’s property in any part of the United States.

Mr. VALENTINE. Let me answer that objection of the gentleman

ifrom New York. They withdrew theselandsasamilitary reservationand

threw them open to these homesteaders and pre-emptioners. They con-

tinuéd on them I think in many instances all the-time that it was oc-

cupied as a military reservation. But they were finally abandoned as

such, and by this amendment you prospose to take the lands which they

_ have acquired in this manner by long settlement and sell them by ap-
praisement. : ) ; '

Mr. McCOOK. For the very reason, asIhave said, thatthey baveno
right to the land. :

- Mr. VALENTINE. Butthey went and settled upon the lands before
they were withdrawn for military purposes. -

Mr. MCCOOK. Mr. Chairman, the amendment which I offered by
the authority of the Committee on Military Affairs will affect thirty-
seven of the military reservations of this country, containing in round
numbers 600,000 acres of land, which are affected Ly it should it be-
come g law. Ever since the organization of the Government it has al-
ways been the custom of the President of the United States to declare
and set aside by proclamation certain parts of the public domain for

military reservations; and those acts of the President have time and

again been ratified by Congress. A judicial decision by the Supreme
Court of the United States, in 13 Peters, I think, is to the cflect that
after these reservations have been once declared by {he President of the
United States they can not be used for any other purpose save that of
military reservations, except by an act of Congress surrendering them
back to the public domain. That, I think, isa completé answer to the
suggestion of the gentleman from Nebraska and the gentleman from
Minnesota, who allege that the passage of such a law as this will affect
the rights, as they choose to call them, of men who have settled upon
these military reservations without authority of law.

Many of these posts immediately after they had been ahandoned by
the military authorities were at once occupied by squattersdn the vi-
cinity who have clustered around the posts; because 1t is not necessary

for me to tell the committee that in the progress of this country, asa,

ule, the military reservations of the country, the Army being the
great ploneer, are upon the very best lands in the West; and some of

the most populous communities and the richest cities of the West to-.

day owe their existence tothe fact that originally they were military
posts. Large seftlements clustered around them, which grew in im-
portance as the country became more thickly settled; so that as soon as
these lands were abandoned for military purposes thiese people settling
in the vicinity have taken possession of the land and claimed to hold
it under the homestead and pre-emption laws. This was done before
these lands by act of Congress had been given back to the public do-
main. Now they come to Congress and claim the same right as the

~ regularly authorized settlers upon the public lands. According to my
views I repeat that they bave no more right to do that than they
would have to go and locate upon my property, if I bad any, in the
city of New York, or any other man’s property.

Every Secretary of War for the last ten years, so far as I have any
knowledge, has recommended the passage of some general law of this
kind. The present Secretary of War recommends it; the General of
the Army recommends it; and the Military Committee in taking charge
of this question has thrown around the sale of this property all of the
checks and guards that could possibly be thrown around itso asto pre-
vent combination, so as to prevent men who had squatted upon the
roperty from claiming any right; s6 that the Government of the United
States should have the benefit of the sale of these lands to the highest
bidder for cash, in small spbdivisions of one hundred and sixty acres.

[Here the hammer fell. ]

Mr. DAVIS, of Ilinois. I move to strike out the last word.

As has been stated by my colleagne on the Military Committee, all
Secretaries for many years past have recommended that these lands be
turned over to the Land Department to be disposed of. If this bill or
this amendment is not passed it goes over another Congress. It is ab--
solutely in the interest of the Government that these abandoned reser-
vations be turned over for settlement and sale. .

Mr. DUNNELL. Will the gentleman permit me to ask him a ques-
tion? :

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. With pleasure. :

Mr, DUNNELL. Have these Secretaries recommended the manner
of the disposition of these lands in addition to the request that they be
turned over? .

Mr. DAVIS, of Illinois. In some instances they have. They have
recommended in certain instances that they be devoted to certain'school
purposes or delivered for certain other purposes. But our committee
have acted upon this matter from this standpoint, that these posts are
more valuable than common lands. Many of these reservations are
wooded, covered with valuable timber in some instances, and having
valuable water privileges in some instances. They are the best lands
which have been selected in these regions. It is believed by our com-
mittee that she best, the most equitable, and the most incorruptible
manner of disposing of these lands is to have them properly appraised
and sold at public sale.

Mr. HISCOCK. I move that the committee rise.

Mr. DUNNELL. For what purpose does the gentleman make that
motion? :

Mr. HISCOCK. For the purpose of adjourning.

Mr. McCOOK. Does the gentleman propose to rise before having &
vote on the pending amendment? :

Mr. HISCOCEK. Yes, sir.

The motion was agreed bo.

The committee accordingly rose; and Mr. CALEINS having resumed
the chair as Speaker pro tempore, Mr. K AssoxX reported that the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state of the Union had had under
consideration the bill (H. R. 7595) making appropriations for sundry
civil expensesof the Government for thefiscal year ending June 30, 1884,
and for other purposes, and had come to no resolution thereon.

Mr. HISCOCK. I move that the House do now adjourn.

LOAX OF TEXTS, ETC., BY SECRETARY OF WAR.

Mr. CONVERSE. I ask the gentleman from New York to withhold
for a moment the motion to adjourn. I desire to ask unanimous con-
sent to introduce a joint resolution for present consideration.

Mr. HISCOCK. Iyieldtothegentleman from Ohio for that purpose.

Mr. CONVERSE. "The purpose of theresolution is to authorize the
loaning of tents for the national soldiers and sailors’ reunion at Colum-
bus, Ohio. It is the usnal resolution.

Mr. STEELE. I understand that the joint resolution is offered
simply for reference.

The SPEAKER pio tempore.  The gentleman from Ohio asks for the
present consideration of the joint resolution, which will be reported.

The joint resolution was read, as follows:

A joint resolution to authorize the loan of tents and the firing of salutes at the
soldiers and sailors’ national reunion, Columbus, Ohio, in 1883.

Resolred by the Senate and House of Rcpresentatives, That the Secretary of War
is authorized to deliver fo the officers of the Ex-Soldiers and Sailors’ Association,
at Columbus, Ohio, five hundred hospital tents and equipments or their equiva-
lents fos the use of ex-soldiers and sailors during their national reunion at said
city in the summer of 1853, the said officers giving security for the safe return
in good condition of the said property at the close of said reunion. And heis
further authorized to direct the firing of such salutes at Columbus barracks as
may be proper and the said officers desire during said reunion.

Mr. STEELE. | I ohject to the present consideration of the resolution
unless I am permitted to offer as an amendment a bill which has been
reported by the Military Committee. .

The SPEAKER pro {cmpore. The gentleman from Indiana objects.

Mr. CONVERSE. Oh, no; he merely desires to offer an amendment.

Ar. STEELE. I desire to offer as an amendment a bill which has
been favorably reported by the Military Committee and is now on the
Calendar to loan tents for a soldiers’ reunion in Colorado.

Mr. CONVERSE. I have no objection to that. .

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The joint resolution will be subj ectto
amendment if theTe is no objection to its present consideration. Is
there objection to the present consideration of the joint resolution ?

There was no objection, and the joint resolution (H. Res. 357) was read
a first and second time.
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3fr. MORRILL. I ask consent that the Chair fill the vacancies on
the conference committee.

Mr. HOAR. He has that anthority

Mr. EDMUNDS. XNo, I think not. .

. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. ‘The Sepator from Vermont [Mr. MoRr-
rrLL) asks consent that the Char fill the vacancies upon the committee
of conference. Is there objection? The Chair hears none, and it is so
ordered. [A pause.] The Chair appoints on the conference commit-
tee on the bill (H. R. 5538) to reduce internal-revenne taxation, in
place of the Senator from Delasware [Mr. Bavanp] and the Senator from
Beck], who have been excused, the two next members
Finance, the Senator from Indiana [ Mr. VOORHEES]
and the Senator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. -

Mr. McPHERSON. For myself Iwishtosay that] 2m notin the habit
of declining any service the Senate imposes upon me or requires of me;

already.

but this is an exceptional case. It is well known that I am not in ac-
cord with most of the Senators who siton thisside of the Chamber with
respect to tariff matters and with respect to mattersin this tariff bill.
My own self-respect, considering that fact, would impel me to decline
serving upon the committee of conference. I can not consent to un-
dertake to be a representative on that committee of Senators on this
side of the Chamber, holding views differing from mine and differing
very greatly from Senators on the other side ®f the Chamber, and who
are entitled toa representation upon the committee. I cannob speak
for them; I do not assume to speak for them.
There is another and a greater reason; it is one which has been given
by the Senator from Delaware and the Senator from Kentucky this
morning, who have acted under instructions given by the Senate yes-
terday under & resolution passed by the Senate, which I will read:
Resolved, That it is the ‘opinion of the Senate that the conference on House bill
53538should be full and free, and that if the Senate conferees become advised that
- any limitation has been placed by the House upon the action of their conferees
the Senate conferees shall retire—
Mark the language—
. ghall retire and report to the Senate

The honorable Senator from Delaware and the honorable Senator
from Kentucky, obeying the command of the Senate as expressed in the
resolution, believing and knowing that the conference on the part of the
‘House members could not be fall and free, declined to serve. Now,
Mr. President, I wish to know with what degree of consistency I can
accept a position on that eonference committee, believing as I do from
the statements made by both of those Senators that there can be no full
and free conference on the part of the House conferees?

! For both these reasons I beg the privilege of declining any service
upon the committee of conference, and will again suggest that soms
other Senator who represents Yargely the views of Senators who occupy
seats on this side of the Chamber should be chosen in my stead to rep-
resent this side of the Chamber upon the conference.

" The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question ison excusing the Sen-

ator from New Jersey [Mr. MCPHERSON]. : .

The question heing put, was decided in the affirmative.
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The only other gentleman in the Com-

- mittee on Finance, from which the Chair selects, is Mr. HARRIS; and the
Chair therefore. appoints him in place of the Senator from New Jersey
[Mr. MCPHERSOX | . :

Mr. BARRIS. ' Mr. President, from the facts stated and the reasons

- assigned by the Senator from Delaware and the Senator from Kentucky

" for asking to be excused from service upon this committee of conference,

T am constrained, being in full sympathy with the views of thoseSena-
tors, baséd upon the facts stated by them, to asi the Senate to excuse
‘me from service on that commitbee.

.+ - Mr. VOORHEES. I will simply state that I decline to serve on the

* committee, and beg the Senate to excuse me from doing so. )
- The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Tennessee [Mr.
Hagrig] declines to serve. The Senator from Indisna [Mr. VOOR-
_BEEs] also declines. Will the Senate excuse them from service on this
committee?
. The question beig put, was decided in the affirmative.

... The PRESIDENT pro temporc. The Chair has no means of finding

) out who will serve on this committee unless he goes around and sees
every individual Senator. - Lo

i “Mr. CONGER. Perhaps the better way would be to continue, the

. designations and ascertain in that way. :

.." The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair will

. the day if there is anybody Who will serve.

3 MESSAGE FEOM THE HOUSE. .

. A message from the House of Repfesentatives, by Mr. MCPHERSON,

its Clerk, announced that the House had agreed to the report of the

committee of conference on the bill (H. R. 7191) making appropriations
for fortifications and otherworks of defense,and for the armamentthereof,
for the fiscal year ending Junc 30, 1884, and for other purposes.

© ' AMENDMENTS TO APPROPRIATION BILLS.

- Mr. GORMAN and Mr. HARRIS submitted amendments intended
{4 be proposed by them, respectively, to the bill (H. R. 7595) making

for its consideration.

see in the course of

For international exchanges under Smithsonian... 42, 500 00-
For secretary of legation at Vienna... - 100 00 -
For reimbursing expenses of remov: ins of late consul at
Turk’s Island ........... e 1,00 00
For marine hospital at Memphis, Tennessee. "16, 000 00
For court-house at New Orleans, Louisian . 15,000 00
For court-house at Hartford, Connecticut. 2,000 00
For court-house at Paducah, Kentucky... . . 8,500 00
For support Life-Saving Service . 100,000 00
For new life-saving stations.. . 50,000 00
For engraving and printing, including paper, &c.,internal-revenue . .
servi . 119, 000" 00
For light-house at mouth of Detroit River 20,000 00
For lights on Hudson River, at Livingston Creek, &c 6,500 00
For gaslight beacon Romer Shoal entrance New York Harbor..... 25,000 00 ;
For Iand for electric light at Hell Gate ‘ 400 00
For transportation of silver coin...... 20,000 00
For expenses of national currency 5,000 00 .
For distinctive paper for United States securities... 23,000 00
For furniture for public buildings under Treasury. 100,000 00
For water-power canal, Rock Island arser Famcsssren 20,000 00
For improving reservation South Caroling &VenUo.....ccueeesessmoverers . 8,000 00
For improving reservation North Carolina BVENUe....cusmeessessesssenre ‘2,000 00
For lighting Executive Mansion and grounds : - 1,000 00 °
For completion of Washington Morument. 100, 000 00 -
For elevator for Winder Building . 5,000 00
For cotton-belt reports, Signal Servi ... 4,000 00
For West India reports Signal Service . 12,000 09 :
For military telegraph \ines, Signsal Service 20,000 00
For forage, Signal Service. . 2,000 00
For transportation of supplies, &c., Signal Servict....uwee 25,000 00 .
For continuation of dry-dock, "Mare Isiand, California....... 150, 000 o
For compensation to pativesnear Sain¢ Lawrence Bay, for services - - . %
rendered crew of Rogers . 8,000 00
For purchase of patent for canister shot 25,000 00 .
For wharf and drill hull, Coaster's Island 45,000 00
For new Naval Observatory - 200,000 00 .
For compass observatory ... » 7,000 00
For reimbursement Potomac Steamboat COMPANY weecssesnsensessarsess +./19,957 15
For transferring charts to copper-plates.... -10,000 00
For furniture for Nayy Department building.. T eeeseeses © 10,000 00,
For Patent Office building, new roof, &c¢ ; -.25,000 00
Improving Capitol grounds - 15,000 00
For surveying the public lands - 50,000 00
For protection of public lands ...90,000 00
For school buildings for Indian children.. 15,000 00
For transcribing records of Indian Bureau . 5,000 00
For payment of old gettlers, Cherokees. 421,653 68
For buildings for Insane Asylum ) ; 8,500 00
For improvement of grounds, Columbia Institute for Deaf and .
Dumb cesmes. ‘ : P 3,500 00
For water suppiy, Howard University 3,500 00
For protection of Yellowstone Park. 000 00
For photolithographing for Patent Office. ~'6,000 00
Tor the Official Register for 1883 + 2,500 00
For propagation of food-fishes . 10,000 00
For preservation of collections, National MuseurD. .coone L 5,000 00
For the public printing. . : 400,000 g’)
For reflooring and repadirs, Government Printing Office. 12,500 ot
For the Senate....omsemsassnse ; - 2,726 o
For catalogue of all Government publications . 6,000 00
| For purchase of Rochambeaut pa.;;;rﬂ . 20,000 s
For records and briefs of late M. H. Carpenter.....ccee e §,00000
{ i

appropriations for sund;‘y'civil expenses of the Government for the fiscals

7 -

year ending June 30, 1884, and for other purposes; +which were referred
1o the Comrmittee on Appropriations, and ordered to be printed.

AMr. HARRIS submitted an amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill (H. R. 7595) making appropriations for sundry civil
expenses of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884,
and for other purposes; which, with the accompanying paper, was Te-
ferred to the Committee to Andit and Control the Contingent Expenses
of the Senate, and ordered to be printed. . .

AMr. BROWN. I offer an amendment to the sundry civil appropria-
tion bill, and move its reference to the Committee on Appropriations.

Mr. BECE. I desire to say to the Senator from Georgia that the
sundry civil bill having been reported back the amendment ought to
lie on the table.

Mr. HARRIS. Isuggest to the Senator from Kentucky that the
Senator from Georgia is right. 1t should be referred to the commitiee,
under the rule.

3r. BECE. Very well; I beg pardon.

. SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL.

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consideration
of the bill (H. R. 7593) making appropriations for sundry civil expenses
of the Government for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1884, and for
other purposes.

Mr. ALLISON. At this pointof the sundry civil bill I desire to sub-
mit o statement in detail of the additions and reductions made by the
Committee on Appropriations of the Senate:

SUNDRY CIVIL APPROPRIATION BILL, 1834,

Arnount of estimates for 1884 . o iermrerrsssianrmcess $34, 186,376 35
sl A
Amount of bill a8 passed the House... e 23,119,232 50

‘Amount added by the Senate committ o 1,716,086 86
. e

Total as reported to the Senate.....

Amount of act for 1883......
The bill as reported less than estimates 9,350,456 99
The bill as reported less than act 1883

The changes in amounts made
bill are as follows:

by the Senate committee in the House

INCREASE.

Total increase........
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qu-e and repair of telegmph connecting Caplool Wxth Govern-

's;nent Printing Office, &c $500 00
-Fox erection and repairs military posts $24,000 00
“Por mileage of officers, Signal Corps 5,000 00

'or.incidental expenses, Signal Corps 250 00

For.road from Chattanooga to national cemetery. 2,500 00
:Eotpubhcatxon of orders, &c., General Anthony Wayne 1,000 00
‘or artillery school bmldmg at Fortress Monroe.... 30,000 00
or. expenses of artillery school at Fortress Monroe . 2,000 00
‘completing sea-wall, Governor's Island........... . 15,000 00
‘oF carrying out Sioux Indian treaty 200,000 00
-improving Capitol grounds...... 15,000 00

s additional compensation to assistant clerk Committee on Ap-
ropriations House of Representatives 900 €0
596,150 00
1,716,686 86

22r< The reading of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the
Committee on Appropriations was, after line 35, to insert:
For the purpose of reimbursing the legal representatives of Francis P. Van

yek, late consul at Turk’s Island, deceased, for money e?ended in trans-
portmg the remains of said Van Wyck to his home for burial, §

The amendment was agreed to.
-The next amendment was, in the appropriations for ‘‘public build-
mgs under the Treasury Department,’’ after line 54, to insert:

Fgr marine hospital at Memphis, Tennessee: For completion, §16,000.

- The amendment was agreed tfo.

' The next amendment was, after line 56, to insert:

For custom-house at New Orleans Louisiana: For completion of approaches
and for repairs, $15,000.

“The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, after line 59, to insert:

‘or custom-house and post-oﬂice at Ha.rt.ford Connecticut: For completion
f approaches, §2,000

The amendment was agreed to.

. The Principal Lenqslatxve Clerk resumed the reading of the bill, and
. having read lines 88 and 89, as follows:

For post-office at Brooklyn, New York : For continuation, §100, 000—-

Ir. LAPHAM. I move to increase the appropnatmn to $200,000.

.- The PRESIDENT protempore. Thatisnotin order until the amend-
ents of the Committee on Appropriations are through.

Mr. LAPHAM. Then I reserve the right to offer the amendment.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator has the ri(rht' it does

nnf need any reservation,

Committee on Appropriations was, after line 103, to insert:
_For court-house and post-office at Paducah, Kentucky For completion, % 500,

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, under the head of ‘life-saving station.s ”

: in dine 199, to increase the total amount of the ppropriation ‘‘for pay
f crews of surfinen employed at the life-saving and life-boat stations,

. durmg the period of actual employment; compensatmn of volunteers at

“life-saving and life-boat stations,”” &c., from $580,000 to $680,000.

The amendment Tas agreed to.
The next amendment was, after line 199, to insert:
For establishing new life-saving stations and hfc-boat stations on the sea and
lake consts of the United States, £50,000.
The amendment was agreed to.
 The next amendment was, in line 240, after the word *‘destroyed,’’ to
strike out “‘eight hundred and thxrty-two ?’ and insert ‘‘ five hundred
. and ﬂnrtv-one“’ and in line 241, after the word ‘ dollars,”’ to strike out
- Yprovided, that” and insert “and 150 as to make the clause read :
Engraving and printing:
For salaries of all necessary clerks and employés, and for labor (by the day,
}neee or contract), including labor of workmen skilled in eograving, trans-
rring, plate-printing, and other specialties necessary for carrying on the work
of engraving and printing, the pay for such labor to be fixed by the Secretary
of the Treasury, at rates not exceeding the rates usually paid for such work ;
and for otherexpenses of engraving-and printing; for materials required in the
work of engraving and printing; for purchase of engravers’ tools, dies, rolls,
. and plates, and for machinery and repairs of same; and for expenses of opemt—
ing macerating machines for the destruction of the United States notes, bonds,
national-bank 3 notes, and other obligations of the United States authorized to be
destroyed, $531,000; and from said sum work may be executed by the Bureau of
Eng'rnving and Printmg for the following purposes, namely.
The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, in line 243, after the word ' enﬂr'u ing,”?
to strike out ‘‘and;’ and in the same lme after the word * pr1nt1n<T i
toinsert “‘and ﬁmshinfr ;”? and in line 247, "after the word “‘securities,”’
to strike out ‘‘three hundred and twent-y—one” and insert “four hun-
- dred;”" so as to make the clause read:
' For engraving, printing, and finishing United States notes, gold and silver
eeruﬁcuves registered bonds for transfers, and other securxucs, $400,000
The amendment was agreed to.
* The next amendment was, in line 251, before the word ¢ thousand,”
to strike out ““ten’” and insert “five;” s0 as to make the clause read:
For engraving (except face-plates), pnntmg and ﬁmshmg circulating notes
for national cing associations, <100 !

LN The amendment was agreed to.

.

The rea.dmt7 of the bill was resumed. The next amendment of the.

The next amendment was to strike out lines 252 to 205 mclumve,
in the following words:
For engraving, printing, and finishing sfamps for tobaceo, snuff, distilled and
fermented liquors, a.nda.ll other stamps used in the collection of mterna.l-tevenue
taxes, $375,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 256, after “engravmg
out ‘‘and;”’ and in the same line, after ‘‘printing,” to insert “‘and . .
finishing; " and after ‘¢ officers, ! mlme257 to insert “and forthepur-_’- ;
chase of paper for the same;’’ 50 s to make the clause read: !

For engraving, printing, and finishing checks for the Treasurer of the United
gl%% and disbursing officers, and for the purcha.se of paper for-the sa.me, L

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 261, after ‘ pensions, " 4o insert

a.gd for the purchase of paper for the same"’ 50 as to make the clause
Tea

avin, rinting, and ..
fof‘g :z; g;:lrr cm%, gf pu.pe% Ko thin;;l;;g’g checks for the payment of pensxons, and -

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 264, after the word “pafent ” to
insert ‘‘and for the purchase of paper for the same;’’ 50 as to makethq_
clause read:

For engraving, prmtmg, and finishing certificates of letters patent, and for the ;
purchase of paper for the same, §1,000,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, under the head of “hght-houses
and fog-signals,’” in line 330, ‘before ““ thousand,’” to strikeout
and insert “forty"’ 50 as to make the clanse read. . i

Detroit River light-station, Michigan: For continuing the construction of the
light-house and fog-signal at the mouth of Detroit Rlver, $40,000

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, after line 338, to msert .

For the erection of lights on the Hudson River at Percy's Reach, Lamphere’s
Dock, and Livingston’s Creek, $6,500.

Mr. COCKRELL. Do I understzmd that all three are to go in there?

I thought there was only one, Livingston’s Creek. .

Mr. ALLISON. There are three. items, I will say to the Senator
from Missouri. We agreed to these three small items, $6,500. The
others were inserted before.

”tostnke

Dbeacons,

t twenw’ ’

The amendment was agreed to.
The readmcr of the bill was resumed. The next a.mendment was,
after line 241, ) to insert:
For gaslight-beacon on quer Shoal entrance to New York Harbor, §25,000.
The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, after line 343, to insert: .

For lease of ground to erect electric light at Hell Gate, 8400} and the Light-
House Board is hereby authorized, with the approval of the Secrefary of the -
Tregsury, to lease such parcel of land o 2s is required for the establishment o!
said electnc light at Hell Gate.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, under the head of ‘‘ miscellaneous ob‘]ects‘
under the Treasury Department,’” after line 583, to insert: .
For engraving, printing, and finishing stamps for tobacceo, snuff, distilled and
fermented liquors, and all other stamps used in the collection of mbemal-reve-

nue taxes, $420,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, after line 603, to insert:
valgx‘-vt’rggos&%rmuon of silver coin : For transportation of silver eoin as required

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 609, before thousand,” to strike
out ‘‘fifteen’’ and insert “hventy ? so as to read:”

For expenses of the national currency: For paper, express charges, and other
expenses, $20,

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 613, before *‘thHousand,’’ to strike
out ‘‘thirty-five’’ and insert “ﬁfty-elfrht 7 50 as to read: .

For the distinctive paper for United States securities: For paper, including
mill expenses, transportation, examination, counting, and delivery, $58,000

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, in line 633, before “hnndred 77 to strike
out ‘“two?’ and insert ‘“three;’’ so as to read:

For furniture and repairs of fi urmturc and carpets for all publicbuildings under
the control of the Treasury Department, and for furniture, including gas-fixtures
for nine new buildings, namely: Albany; Charleston, YW¥est Virginia; Mont-
gomery, Alabama; Paducnh, Kentucky; Phxladelplns court-house and post-
oflice; Saint Lo\n:, Topeka, Kansas; Cmcunmtx, Qhio; Memphis, Tennessee,

»

'

So the amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, in line 641, after the word ‘‘ court-rooms,’’
to strike out:

And their officers’ rooms, so that they may be ready on or before July 1, 1883,
and the rooms for the post-ofificeat Philadelphia on or before October 1, 1553.

And to insert:

The rooms for the officers of the courtsin the new post-office and court-house
building at Philadelphia, so that the said rooms may be ready for occupancy on
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or before the 1st day of July, 1553, and for the rooms for the post-office on of be-

fore the 1st day of Uctober, 1553,

So as to make the clause read: .
And so much of this amount a3 is neccssary is made immediately available for
the furniture, including gas-tixtures, for the court-rooms and the rooms for the
ofticers of the courts in the new post-ottice and court-house buildingat Philadel-

hia, so that the said rooms may be ready for occupancy on of before the Ist day
gf July, 1583, and for the rooms tor the post-oflice on or before the Ist day of Octo-

ber, L
The amendment was . o
The next amendment was, 1 the appropriations under the head of
¢ \War Department, armories and arsenals,” after line 733, to insert:
For deepening the witer-power canal, §20,000; the same to-be expended as
required by act entitled " An act making appropriations for sundry civil ex-
penses of the Government for the tiscal year ending June 30, 1853, and for other
purposes,” approved August 7, 1582, and to be immediately available.
The amendment

agreed to.

was agreed to.

The next amendment was, after

For improving reservation on Southk Carolina avenue,
Sixth streets east, $3,000.

The amendment was agreed to.

The next amendment was, after line 803, to insert:

For improving reservation on North Carolina avenue, between Second and
Third streets east, $2,000.

The amendment was agreed to. .

The next amendment was, in line 849, before the, word ‘“thousand,’’
to strike out ‘‘fifteen'’ and insert ‘‘sixteen;'’ so as to read:

Forlighting the Executive Aansion and publicgrounds: For gas, pay of lamp-

lighters, gas-fitters, plumbers, plumbing, lamps, lamp-posts, matches, and re-
pairs of all kinds; ‘fuel and lights for office, stables, watchmen's lodges, and for

the greenhouses at the nursery, $16,000.

The amendment was agreed to.
The next amendment was, after the word
out: . )
And in case a contract can not be made at that rate the officer in charge of the
public buildings and grounds is hereby authorized to substitute other iliuminat-
ing material in the lamps on the public grounds, and to use so much of the sumk
hereby appropriated as may be necessary for that purpose: Provided further,
That said officer shall not.be authorized to make any contract for gas or other
jlluminating material, in accordance with the provisions of this paragraph, for
‘any longer period than one year.

So as to make the proviso read: :
Provided, Thatfor each 6-foot burner not connected with a meter in the lamps
on the public grounds no more than 822 shall be paid per lamp for gas, includ-
ing lighting, cleaning, and keeping in repair the lamps, under any expenditure
provided for in this act.
The smendment was agreed to.
- The next amendment was, after the word
- gtrike out: .
~And all officers in charge of public buildings

- cause the flow of water in the buildings under their charge to be shut
. 5 o'clock p. m. to 8 o'clock a. m... ided, That the water in said public

.. *ings is not nécessarily in use for public business.
S0 as-to make the clause read: .

_ For repair of water-pipes and fire-plugs: For repairing and extending water-
pipes, purchase of apparatus to clean them, and cleaning the springs -and re-

., pairing and renewing the pipes to the same that supply the Capitol, the Exec-
ative Mansion, and the building for the State, War, and Navy Departments,

line 800, to insert:

between Fourth and

“get,”? in line 854, to strike

¢¢dollars," in line 869, to
‘i

in the District of Columbia shall
off from
build-

-The amendment was agreed.-to. :
-+ 7The next amendment was, in line 877, after “thousand,” to strike
out “five hundred;”’ so as to make the clause read:

For. telegraph to connect the Capitol witlrthe Departments and Government
Printing Office: For care and repair of the same, §1,000.

. The amendment was agreed to. :

- The next amendment was, in line 894, before the word ‘‘hun )7
%o strike out ‘‘one’? and insert ‘“two;"” g0 as to make the clause read:
! Yor completion of the Washington Monument: For marble, granite, iron
xtmmgzgce maoh :;%’. t?:eltggborh office expenses, includintg(file rt;nt of nec-
.. essal and evel i K -
: pletion of the ‘monument, $250,000, very purpose connceted with tho com

;" ' The amendment was agreed to.
.} | The next amendment was, after line 895, to insert:
r elevator for building corner of Beven-

:For oconstructing hydraulic passen
teenth and Fetreets, known as the
~ground floor, $5,000.

. %é amendmengmwns agreed to.
- The next amendment was, tostrike out the following paragraph fr
line 900 to line 942: o &P Zph fom

. Military posts:
o enable the Secretary of War to have buildings constructed and improve-
made at military posts, as follows: At Fort Colville, Washington Terri-
,000; for the ee'.sbhsfnnent of reserved posts at_San Antonio and Fort
,000; at Fort Huachuca, Arizona, $53,000; at Fort Grant, Arizona, §60,000;
éeorgia. including purchase of necessary ground, £75,000; at Fort
Do tah, 812,000; in all, 000, That all landa reserved for military pur-
poseswhich, in the opinion of the President, may be no longer degirable for
such purposes, or 8O much thereof as he may designate, shall placed under
control of the Secretary of the Interior to be disposed of: Provided, That said
P be piaced under control of the Secretary of the Interior until the
direction of the President therefor shall have been filed in the Interior Depart-
‘also, That said lands shall not be subject to location by warrnnt

4

‘be concurred in. “Thatthereisa necessity for

| maintain them properly.
inder Building, the same to run from the

shall have been surveyed and platted under the direction of the Secretary of the
Interior and appraised by three competent men to be appointed by him and
their appraisal approved by the President of the United States. And said lands
shall be sold at_public sale to the highest bidder for cash, and shall not be sold
at less than their appraised value, which in no case shall be less than §1.25 per
acre, and in such subdivisions as may be most advantageous to the Govern-
ment. no subdivision to exceed one hundred and sixty acres: And provided fur- -
ther, That no sale shall take place until notice of the same shall have been pub- .
lished for at least ninety days, once in each week, immediately prior to such
sale, in ab least two newspapers, such papers having n general cireulation in
the State or county: cAnd provided Sfurther, That any settler who was in act

occupation of any portion of any one of these reservations prior to the location
of the reservation, :

and continues such occupation to the present time, shall be
entitled to locate under the homestead law the land upon which he lives,

N b imminea

N not to
exceed one hundred and sixty acres.

Mr. MAXEY. I wish to call attention to the clause after the word
¢ dolars” in line 904: * For the establishment of reserved posts agSan
Antonio and Fert Bliss, §75,000." San Antonio is the headquarters of
the Military Department of Texas. The railroads now concentrate at .
that point and radiate from that point so as to be within convenient
reach of the posts along the Rio Grande frontier. " It is the policy of .
General Sherman, commanding the Army, to concentrate the torces at
that point becanse supplies of all kinds are much cheaper there than
they could be at smaller posts, and in case of necessity they can besent
out promptly by the railways to any point where an attack may be
made or threatened. For that reason the Government is now anxious
to concentrate the troops at that point, and for that purpose and a like
purpose ab Fort Bliss, Texas, this appropriation for reserved posts is
made. That is at San Antonio.
Axvay along out west, some five hundred miles farther, at El Paso,
a town lying upon the Rio Grande, separating Texas from Mexico, the , .-
railroads also concentrate. The Texas Pacific crosses from Texas into .
New Mexico, Arizona, and California at that point, and the road from
San Antonio around by El Paso crosses at the same point, besides the -
Atchison, Topeka and Santa F6 road passes that point going down to
the city of Mexico, and while it already reaches Chihuahau, El Paso is
to-day & railroad center. TFort Bliss is within about a mile and a half
of EL Paso. The same reason which I assigned for the concentration of
troops at San Antonio applies in like manner to the post at Fort Bliss.

Tor these reasons I regard the policy of the Government as economical |
and wise, because it saves the expense of sending supplies out to minor
posts and places the troops at a better position, where they can be'sent - -
out promptly upon any raid made by Indians on atybody else along -
that great frontier, reaching from San Antonio to El Paso, and thusa °
smaller pumber of troops will be required. v .

T have here before me, but I do not wish to take up time to read i, -
the report of the War Department, at page 59 of Report H, R. 1960 ac~ I*
companying this bill. The reasons which I have given, however, are
those which in my judgment control the Department, and I ventureto
say it would be very i

unwise, I will say to the Committee on Appropri
ations, to strike out this appropriation. e
Mr. ALLISON. This paragraph provides for four or five new forti-
fications, and the Committee on ‘Appropristions did not helieve:it was
a necessary thing or & wise thing now fo enter upon the constrmchon .
of these new forts without understanding more in detail what theywill ~
eventually cost and the general purposes required of them. T‘ha% :
brief the reason why we struck these posts out. There is no.gort of
necessity for this being done this year; it.can go over to -nextyear,: and
then the whole matter can be examined with more care.. Thati§ in
brief the reason which controlled the committee. “We think the reason
is potential. ' : e
Mr. COKE. I hope,
mittee, at least with reference to

Mr. President, that. the amendment of the com-
the military posts in Texas, will not
posts at San Antonioand
Fort Bliss for the reasons so clearly sta.t'ed by my oqlleaggxe no person
can deny. That the War Department, in the exercise of its. best judg-
ment, believes that those posts ghould be improved is admitted. *The
reason given by the chairman-of the Committee on Appropristions does
not controvert either of these propositions. If the posts are necessary,
it does seem to me that it is not expedient to - for

pass the matter over for
‘twelve months more before the necessary appropristion is .made’to
very extensive commercial and other:réla-
tions with Mexico. ‘Those postsare immediately on the Mexican border; &
and while we hope and believe that our relutions with that republic are %
to be peaceful, yet it is necessary to the maintenance of the dignity o
this Government and to the proper protection of that frontier that
show of force shonld be always present there, especially in order to con:
trol the turbulent elements that are always found upon a frontier and
particularly upon that border. ;
In erder that the proper complement of troops may be maintaing
as little expense as possible it is much the best that postsshould be pro
erly kept up at these two points where the railroads converge and from
which treops can be thrown to any other points on the frontier; nd
that they should be equipped in the most substantial and permz’mexi' 3
manner and be of undoubtedly sufficient capacity. N
I submit to the honorable Senator from Iowa in charge of the bill tha
it is very bad policy to be parsimonious in providing conveniences s

We are about opening up

seripof nny'description nor to the
nited States And pﬂm’d _dﬁfﬂwr, That said lands shall not

homestead or pre—em;{:‘i’on laws of the
sold until they

facilities at those points for the accommodation of the Army.
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neiderable proportion of the Army is in that country, and at Fort
iis and San Antonio & few men will count for much more than-they
jywhere else on that frontier on account of the facility with which
may be distributed. . ;

r: ALLISON. Butis there.not already a post at San Antonio, a
g6 post? - _

p COKE. There is. : .

KMi, ALLISON. We have already expended a considerable amoun
noney at fortifications near San Antonio.
fMr. COKE. On barracks, quarters, &c., not on fortifications.

Mr, ALLISON. Only last year we expended a considerable sum of
tmoney to build some buildings or purchase some buildings, I do not
% remember which, near the city of San Antonio.

Mr. MAXEY. I will explain that in a moment.

Mr, COKE. Thatds true

Mr, ALLISON. Isnot that trne? -~ . :

i Mr. COKE. Certainly it is true, but additional facilities are needed,
and this appropriation is based wpon the opinion of the War Depart-
ment and of the General of the Army that there should be further fa-
cilities provided at both of those pointsin order to maintain the neces-
gary number of -troops there. ) o

;. T submit farther that the Appropriations Committee in striking out
this paragraph have not paid to the opinion of the House who senf the
bill here—if T am in orderin alluding to it—and to the judgment of the
‘War Department and the General of the Army that deference, or ab
Teast that consideration, to which they are entitled in a matter of this
gort;coming properly before the House and about which the War De-
partment ought to bé presumed to be well informed.

.Mz, BECK. I want to state to the Senator from Texas ope diffieulty
we had, and I should like to have it answered, because I do nob know
‘much about the military posts. For the reserved postsat San Antonio
and Fort Bliss the proposition is to appropriate $75,000.

. MP. MAXEY. I can explain that in half a minute.

" Mr. BECK. Wait a moment. -We have always specified heretofore

in every bill that I ever saw the amount of money that should be ex-

. pended at each place. Whether they are going to expend $70,000 ab

San Antonio and but $5,000 at Fort Bliss or whether they are going

.. to divide it equally is not krown; and those are things that havealways
* ‘been regarded. The Department did not deign to give us that infor-
“.mation. That was one trouble we had about it.

- 7" Mr. CORE. I should like to ask the honorable Senator from Ken-
*"," tucky if the committee applied to the Secretary of War for the informa-
... tion he speaks of?

B!

Mr. BECK., I am notsure.

© Mir. COKE. If the committee had informed the Secretary of War
* tliat they desired this additional information I presuméhe would have
 farnished it. Certain it is that the War Department has,/ ermined
" +that this appropriation is necessary for those two points;yi
chairman of the committee did not see proper to interrogate:
tary of War further as to the proportions of the amount that should be
expended respectively at the points named, I do not think it lies in
the mouth of any member of the committee to urge that as an objec-
- tion to the appropriation. They conld have gotten the information if
they bad asked for it. -
The fact remains that the War Department believes that this appro-
priation should be made, and that the General of the Army, who ought
. to know all about this subject, believes that the appropriation should
be made. The fact Temains that the House of Representatives approve
. this judgment, and without any reason that has been given on thisfloor
_the Committee on Appropriations have striclken out the provision and
ask theSenateto concur withthem. Ihopethatthecommittee’s amend-
- ment will not be adopted, unsustained as it is by any reason given here,
and opposed as it is by all whose business it is to be well informed on
the subject. .
" Mr. MAXEY. Mr. President, if I can getthe attention of the chair-
man of the Committee on Appropriations a moment I can reply to the
first point he made without difficulty. As I said, the headquarters of
the Departmentof Texasare atSan Antonio. The Committee on Appro-
priations did a year or so ago recommend an appropriation which was
made of $125,000, as the Senator states, but for what? It was made
Imown to the committee by myself and Hon. Mr. UpsoX, of the House,
that the Government was paying from $21,000 to $22,000 rent per an-
. num for officers’ quarters—not soldiers’ quarters, but officers’ quarters—
 at San Antonio. That being the headquartersof the department, and as
an appropriation of $125,000 would cost the Government but 85,000
annum interest at 4 per cent., instead of $21,000 in the way of rent,
and thus in the course of less than eight years the entire expenses of
quarters for officers on duty at the headquarters would be paid by that
appropriation out of the savings between interest and rent, it was made,
not for the benefit of the troops, but for the headquarters and asa
measure of sound economy.
Second, thereis a post, Fort Clark, which cost the Government of the
. United States nearly $250,000. That ison land not the property of the
.+ United States. We tried once to buy it, and the Senate passed a bill 1
. introduced fo-r that purpose, butit failed in theHouse. ~The General of
'_.the Army desires to so arrange it as thattroopswho are now stationed at

Fort Clark (and there iswhere the larger number of them afe stationed) -
may be moved up to San Antonio, bécause in the way of foraging horses
and feeding the troops and in all the other expenses it would cost far-
less at San Antonio than at Fort Clark or any other point in striking
distance of the Rio Grande in that neighborhood. . R
Third, I want to say that on the military needs of the Texas frontier:
I have probably studied a little more than the chairman of the commit~'
tee, distinguished as he is in his profession. With a few troops con=
centrated at the Tight point, who can be radiated out wherever they are.
needed, it will cost the Government very far lessthan to try tokeepup .
s number of little posts scattered about everywhere. For that reason -
it was thought the best policy to put these troopsat the railroad center,. . ™. -.
which is San Antonio, and let them be radiated out from that peint, - .- -
and in like manner at El Paso, which is the other railroad center near
the frontier. This appropriation of $75,000 for reserved posts to be es-
tablished for men, not asitwas for officers’ quarters at San Antonio, but
for reserved troops to be put there, is asked. * L L
In regard to the point Which the Senator makes, not publicly I will .~
say however, as to the post at El Paso, I will state that a few years R
ago there was a combined movement of a mob of Mexicans in blood on' " .
the Texan side and of Mexicans on the Mexican side at San Elisario, in’ =" - ",
E1 Paso County, not far from Fort Bliss, by which Judge Howard and: B
other citizens of Texas were murdered by amob, TUpon the newsreach- . .-
ing the Congressof the United States an appropriation was made to build -
TFort Bliss, on a bill I had the honor to introduce, and it was built, and it Y
is now there, & good post, and belongs to the United States Government.
Mr. COCKRELL.” How far ig Fort Bliss from San_Antonio?
Mr. MAXEY. It is-five hundred or six hundred miles from San
Antonio. When I came here in 1875 we had murder, rape, cattle-steal-
ing, robbery, and arson by Mexicans and Mexican Indians from citizens
of Texas all along that line. 'We now have peace and quiet everywhere.
‘We can use very much fewer troops now than eight years ago by the
policy which General Sherman is trying to inaugurate, which I think
to be wise. It isthe soundest economy on the part of the Government -
to adopt that policy. That is my judgment. I giveit for what it is
worth, and on subjects of that kind I certainly have studied somewhat.
I believe it to be for the best interest of the country. ’
If I were considering alone the interest of the State of Texas insell--
ing forage, and all that kind of thing, I would want as many troops a3
I could get there, but that is not my duty as a Senator of the United
States. It is to get along on the least money possible consistent with
protection, and the policy which is here proposed will enable us o geb
along with a small expenditure of money. That is my reason for op-
posing the amendment of the committee. I ask the Senate to non-con-
cur in the recommendation of the committee. I beg to call the atten--
tion of the Senate to the fact that the policy of the Government as to
the location of posts on the frontier and the disposition of troops has.
necessarily greatly changed by the building of railroads in that country.
Should Congress sustain the policy as to these posts and others like sit-
uated recommended by the War Department and General Sherman, it
will greatly reduce appropriations. The bill of the House in this re-
gard is right and ought to be left as it came to the Senate. ’
Mr. BEOWN. 1 trustthis clause will not be stricken out by the
Senate. These posts have been arranged, as I understand it, after con-
ference with the General of the Army, who hasno doubt at all that this
is the right thing to do. - I am of course not as well informed with ref-
erence to the frontier posts as the Senators from Texas; but from the
statement they have just made I have no doubt it is to the interest of
the Government that those posts should be maintained in accordance
with the bill as it passed the other House of Congress.
I desire to say, in addition, a few words in reference to the proposed
post at the city of Atlanta, in the State of Georgia. I have conversed
with the General of the Army very freely and fully on that subject, and
he is very decided in his conviction that there should be a military post
permanently established at that point. He says it is the strategic mil-
itary point for all that section of the Southern States—
Mr. COCKRELL. I would like the Senator from Georgia to explain
what is the necessity of Atlanta as a strategic military point in this
country. I thoughtwe had thecry for years and years that we wanted
the troops removed from the Southern States; and now we come in with
a demand that the United States Army shall be brought back and sta-
tioned in Atlanta, Georgia, and that the tax-payers of this country shall
be taxed to build forts and fortifications because it is a magnificent
strategic military point! ’
Mr. BROWX. There was a period when I felt about this matter as
the Senator from Missouri now feels, and he then felt so too. About
cighteen or twenty years ago I was very ansious to have the United
States troops removed from all that section. I considered they were
great intruders, and that they were on a mission that should not be
prosecuted, and I should have been very happy to have scen them re-
moved or driven away. , But the circumstances have greatly changed
since that time. The Southern States are now, as they were before
that period, States of the Union, and I believe I may say without any
hazard that they are loyal States of the Union; as Joyal as any other
section of the Union. We now consider the Atmy of the United States
our army as much as it is the army of any other part of the TUnion, and

.

’
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we have as much use for it on any occasion that might arise calling for
the employment of troops in the South as the people have in any other
of the country.

Therefore it is proper in stationing troops to have due regard to the
strategic points, in o military point of view. The General of the Army
says that from barracksat the postat Atlanta he could throw the troops,
if needed, promptly in a very short time toany one of the coast cities from
Wilmington, North Carolina, to New Orleans, in Louisiana. Itisonlya
few hours by rail from Atlantatoany one of these points. Wenow have
barracks at two or threeof the points mentioned, but if the troops are
kept there during the summer they are exposed to the extreme heat;
they are exposed to yellow fever at certain periods, and it is very unsafe
in point of health to have them there. The General of the Army says
they should be placed at one point for all that section of the Union.
That point is Atlanta, because it is a point from which troops can be
thrown rapidly to any place where they may be needed, and itisa very
healthy point in winter; and with its elevation of nearly 1,100 fect
above the level of the ocean we have a fine summer climate; and it is

certainly, from humane considerations, the properplace to put the troops |

if they are needed in that section at all; either in winter or summer
and especially in summer. It is not right to keep them in quartersat
New Orleans or Savannah or Charleston doring the summer season.
There is great danger of disease, especially of yellow fever, in certain
years on the coast, and the troops ought not to be kept there.

I have no doubt that the General of the Army is right about this,
and that the post ought to be located there on high and healthy land
where they can be thrown rapidly to any one of the cities where they
might be needed if they ever should be needed. :

So far as the ohjection of the Senator from Missouri is concerned, it is
a rather popular point to make, I know; but we must not forget that
we are all one people now. Thisis our Government. We of the South
are an integral part of it; and we have the same use for the Army, and
feel the same interest that any other portions of the Union have; and
as the General of the Army has considered this question very maturely
and this is done upon his recommendation, and it seems to be an en-
tirely proper thing to do on common-sense principles, I trust that the

amendment of the Committee on Appropriations will not be adopted,

but that the clause will remain as it passed the House.

Mr.SLATER. I seein theclausewhich isproposed to be stricken out
by the amendment that Fort Colville, in Washington Territory, is a post
provided for. 'The provision in the House bill provides for putting up
buildings at Fort Colville, Washington Territory, and appropriates
$50,000 for that purpose. This amendment strikes that out. That I
understand contemplates the abandonment of this fort or station.

This is one of the mest important of the frontier posts we have, and
instead of letting it stand as it is or refusing appropriations under the
‘idea of withdrawing troops from that point, it ought to be improved
and taken care of. We are not yet through our Indian wars in that

section of the United States in all probability. It is true that at the.

present time peace prevails, and we hope it will continue; but there
are warlike tribes in the immediate vicinity of this fort who havelong
been kept in their peaceful relations with the United States by fear of
the very troops that are stationed there; and instead of giving any in-
dication that this place is to be abandoned, the reverse ought to be the
policy of Congress for at least some few years yet to come.

" Bub aside from the Indiansin ourown territory, just acrossthe British
line in British Columbia are also warlike tribes that will undoubtedly
have to belooked after in the near future. So that in any pointof view

- the amendment in regard to thid fort ought not to prevail.

The PRESIDENT pro temporc. The question is on the amendment
of the Committee on Appropriations to strike out from line 900 to line
942, inclusive. '

Mr. ALLISON. I do not wish to take up time, but these forts are
practically new, all of them. They are new at Atlanta, new at Fort
«olville, new at San Antonio, and new at Fort Bliss, except in thissense,
+that there is a local fort now at Fort Bliss; but it is intended to make
«vhat are known as'reserved posts, which are to be large posts for the

_ «concentration of forces; and here is an appropriation that will scarcely
ibegin these fortifications.

Mr. MAXEY. Let me read what the book shows on that subject.

. Mr. ALLISON. Certainly. I know what the book shows. I have
it in my hand. :

Mr. MAXEY. Will the Senator let me place it on record?

Mr: ALLISON. I have no ohjection to placing it on record. The
‘bpok shows a total estimate for new fortifications of $698,000, placing
them all on a par of necessity, and it proposes a line of fortifications on
thc_Rxo Grande ‘costing $200,000, which includes the post at San An-
tgmo and other posts, and it provides for a post at Fort Bliss, costing
$~>g.000, making $250,000 in all on the Rio Grande.

Sxm[{s}ott‘l;gny The Senator is mistaken about that. The Secretary
of §30,000. e enlargement of the post at Fort Bliss by an appropriation

Mr. ALLISON. The estimate is for $50,000 there and S"’OO 000 for
:&mﬁ%ﬂ thﬁ Rio Grande.  Everybody who knows anything about

0 which these posts are huilt knows that they will event-

nally cost 8500,000'01' more; and therefore it is that we want to knowr,

or at least the Committee on Appropriations desire to know, the char-
acter of these fortifications, the extent of them, the manner in which
they are to be built, and so on; and surely there is no such necessity for
these fortifications as requires that they shall be appropriated for now
rather than appropriated for next winter.

I have great taith in the Commanding General of the Army, and I
believe that what he suggests is probably a wise provision for the dis-
position of the Army; but he does not expect or anticipate that we
shall at once provide as he suggests, and therefore it is that the com-
mittee believe that this whole subject should go over until a future -
time when we can make a further examination.

Now, there is a large post at San Antonio, a listle way out of the city
of San Antonio, where o considerable amount of money has been ex-
pended, and last year, for the purpose of erecting officers’ quarters to
make it more convenient for them to live in the city of San Antonio,
we allowed §125,000. Now it is proposed to grant 875,000 more for
San Antonio, if in the discretion ot the Secretary of War he shall deem
it wise to spend that whole sum there, as he can do.

I do not desire to prolong the debate, but merely state these facts :m"_
they appeared to the Committee on Appropriations.
Mr. BROWN. I want to correct an error that the chairman of the
committee has fallen into as to these being new posts. That is not true
in the substantial sense of the word as to Atlanta. A military post
was established there immediately after the close of the war; most of
the troops that have been kept in any portion of the South have been
kept at Atlanta. There was this difiiculty, however, that the military
anthorities made a mistake at the time of leasing the land on which ...,
they located the buildings, and went on to ercct the buildings undera
fifteen years’ lease, I think, but I am not positive as to the length of
the time. The lessor died and the lease terminated, and there was
difficulty about getting title to the land. The post was discontinued
for 2 time on that account and the land turned back to the estate of the
lessor, but it was never the intention of the military authorities to dis-
continue the post at Atlanta. . -
Mr. ALLISON. I do not mean a new post in that sense, but I mean
in the sense of new buildings, new erections, new purchase of sites,
and so'on. We have no site at San Antonio for a post; this money, if
appropriated, must be expended in the purchase of ground in the first
instance. I think the Senator from Texas will agree with me in that.
Mr. BROWN. I desire to say only a word on that point. I domof & .
think there is very much in the objection that the General of the Army
and the Secretary of War have not laid before us an exact statementas
to how they propose to erect a post and just what will be thecost. "We
appropriate a definite sum of money for that purpose. I have the ut-
most confidence in the General of the Army and in the Secretary of War
in the case of an expenditure of that sort; I bave no doubt they will
expend the money faithfully, and I can not suppose there will be any
abuse of the authority or any improper use of the funds. Ifin fact this
appropriation bill is not large enough and more ought to be appropri-
ated to erect these buildings, such as they ought to have that the Army .
may be properly provided for, and I presume there will be no hesita-; * ..
tion on the part of the American peoplein making the necessary appro-
priation. Therefore we can very safely leave that with the Secretary
of War and the General of the Army until there is another session of
Congress. There will be no danger of misapplication of the fund. .4
Mr. ALLISON. I do not wish the Senator from Georgia to put ‘m
in the attitude of saying that I think there is to be a misapplication of .
the fund, or that he has any more confidence in the Secretary of War
or the Commanding General of the Army than I have. Imakeno such
imputation as to them or any officer connected with the Army.
Mr. BROWN. Ihad no intention of making a charge against the
Senator. I was only giving my reasons why it was safe to make th
appropriations. . o
Mr. MAXEY. I want to correct the chairman of the committee in
one regard, because I know he wants to do right. He stated that we
should have to purchase ground at San Antonio for this work. He is
mistaken about that; the Government owns the land there now,fa‘z;d
therefore would not have to buy it. ah
Mr. ALLISON. How much, may I ask the Senator? .
Mr. MAXEY. I once hadoccasion toinvestigate this matter in con~
nection with a contract for building the general depot there, and thers
can be no question that the Government owns enough.” Itis ample for
the purposes of the post; I do not remember the amount, but quite &
sufficient amount. I have been there; it isabouta mile and a half out:
side of San Antonio where the general depot of supplies is now located
and where the officers’ quarters are now located. Then we donot have.
to buythe ground at El1 Paso, because we own theground there and have
a deed for it, which deed I examined the other day. i SR
I have talked with the General of the Army on this subject, and I
understand, after a very full talk with him, what his policy is, and I
fully concur with him as a great economic matter that thisis the wisest
thing to do in respect to Fort Bliss, where $50,000 of this money will
go. This is the estimate and the remark: - Rl

-
This post i at the point where the Atchison, Topeka and Santa FéRailroad.
crosses the Rio Grande, which railroad has already reached Chihuahua and will
in the course of a year or two at furthest reach the City of Mexico. This simple

t malkes El Paso a strategic point of the first izapurtance. ’ SR
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The site is not very good, but is the best attainable, The post is well built as
¢ a8 it goes, but needs enlargement— *
What I stated— A :
. B0 mmodate a garrison of four companies, the least thatshould continu-
usly occupy that point. The enlargement of Fort Bliss will obviate the neces-
- for the post estimated for at old Fort Selden to cost §251,351.69.
that upon the very strictest principles of economy it is sound and
‘t0 make this appropriation o $75,000 for reservation posts.at both
ints: ! The Senator in charge of the bill states that the Secretary of
yar has not divided this sum of $75,000 as between San Antonio and
tt Bliss, and in my judgment he ought not to have done so. But
Yié ¢an not expend a dollar of it outside of those two posts, and if we
«cafi not. intrust to him the discretion of how much should go to one and
.how much to the other, then I must say we have a Secretary of War
‘who is a'very different man from the man I take him to be. I regard
Thim as an honorable, upright man, a sound, economical Secretary of
War and a good business man, and he will partition the amount, I
have no doubt, between ihese two posts just as it ought to be done.
. And the amount of $75,000 is quite a small amount, and certainly it
will be economy to grant it.
. The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The question is on the amendment
. of the Committee on Appropriations to strike out from line 900 to line
©. 942, inclusive.
. Mr; MAXEY. I wanta division of the question so as to meet the
* “point I made myself to non-concurin the amendment beginning inline
.. 901 to'and including the words ‘‘as follows”’ in lines 902 and 903, and
"+ then in lines 904 and 905 to non-concur in striking out:
% For the establishment of reserved posts at San Antonio and Fort Bliss, $75,000.
- B0 ‘asto read:
To enszble the Secretary of War to have buildings constructed and improve-
., anents made at military posts, asfollows: Forthe establishrentofreserved posts
at Ban Antonio and Fort Bliss, §75,000.
~. Let each stand on its own merits.
Mr. BROWN. I should like o understand alittle more about that.

I think the Senator has made very great haste in having this passed, |

and I think there is as good reason for the other and I prefer——

Mr. MAXEY. ' That does not interfere with anybody else. I only
ask a separate vote on the Texas items, and let the others come up on
their merits.

Mr. ALLISON. The committee propose to strike out from line 900
to line 910 as one amendment.
~ The PRESIDENT pro {empore. Has the Senator from Texas any
<objection to including lines 901 to 910 in one motion? .

. Mr. MAXEY. No, sir. -

The PRESIDENT pro-tempore. Then the question will be on agree-
ing with the Committec on Appropriations in striking out from line
901 to 910, inclusive.

“The question being put, there were on a division—ayes 21, noes 16;
no guorum voting.

Mr. ALLIRON and Mr. BROWN called for the yeas and rays.

Mr. HOAR. I hope the call will not be insisted on.

Mr, ALLISOXN. I hope not.

Mr. EDMUNDS. There must be a quorum here to do business.

Mr. MAXEY. Ihad called for a division of the gquestion, but by
-some means unknown to me that has been overruled. -

The PRESIDEXNT pro tempore. The Chair did not overrule it. He
‘submitted to the Senator whether he was willing to have a division
from line 901 to line 910. The Chair appealed to the Senator and the
<Chair understood him to say he did not object to that division. The
-Chair does not certainly care how many divisions there are. Let the
‘Senator indicate where his division is. -

Mr. BROWN. Were not the yeas and nays ordered on the other
proposition ?

The PRESIDEXNT pro fempore. The Chair misunderstood the Sena-
tor from Texas and therefore he has a right:

Mr. EDMUNDS. Is there a quorum present 2-

The PRESIDEXNT protempore. Not yet.

Mr. MAXEY. Iask the Senate to non-concur in the amendment
from line 961 to line 903, as far as the word ‘‘follows;’’ and in line 904

10 905 to and including the word ‘““dollars?’ in line 905.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator proposes one division
from line 901 to 903.

Mr. MAXEY. To make it read:

To enable the Secretary of War to have buildings constructed and improve-
snents made at military posts, as follows:

For the establishment of reserve posts at San Antonio and Fort Bliss, §75,000.

Mr. ALLISON. The Senator from Texas, I understand, proposes only
to strike out from line 905 to 910. :

Mr. MAXEY. The only item I propose to disagree with the com-
wmittee upon is the one I personally presented from my knowledge of
mattersof that lind. I am not questioning the propriety of the others,
for I know nothing about them. .

Mr. PLUMB. Ought not the Senxtor from Tesas to divide that ap-
propristion? I donot kunow of anybody who believes that Fort Bliss

'_ought to be o reserved post. It does not occupy any position with ref-

erence to supplies or anything of thatkind which makesa postspecially

necessary there. s
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair has counted, and thereis

a quorum present. ) G
Mr. MAXEY. The Senator from Kansas is mistaken. I have just:

alluded to a road that is coming down, the Atchison, Topeka and Santa -

Fé, to that point; the Texas Pacific road is there, and the Californin .
Southern. That is a strategic point, as the Secretary of War says. If -
it is not, I should not know where to pick out one. :

Mr. BECK. Ivoted incommittee tostrike out these military posts,
aftersome consideration, principally becaunseof the confusionthatseemed - .

to exist in regard ‘to them. Information seemed to be before us that
Fort Colville, in Washington Territory, was not a very important post,

that there were two in Arizona, and that perhaps one there was enough.
Atlanta, Georgia, is a new post altogether, and Fort Bliss and San An-
tonio,instead of being estimated for or provided for in this bill sepa-
rately, were united together and $75,000 appropriated for both. o,

‘When I voted to strike them out I did it with the understanding at
least that some investigation would be made before the bill came up
when some information should be given more than we had why all this
clanse should be stricken out, and if any good reason were assigned (a8
seemed to be by the Senator from Texas) there ought to be some appro-
priation made for these posts. I propose now to vote against striking .
them out unless there is something more done than has been done up
to this time. It was more because of the confusion in regard to the
want of information and the desire to haveinformation that I acquiesced -
in striking them all out. I am satisfied nothing better can be done
after the explanation made by the Senator from Texas than to vote at
least to retain the items for Fort Bliss and San Antonio, and I will -
inquire further as to the rest. «

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator from Texas asks for a
division of the guestion so as to have a separate vote on this part of the
amendment: ) } .

To enable the Secretary of War to have buildings constructed and improve-

ments made at the military posts as follows: .
For the establishment of the reserved posts at San Antonio and Fort Bliss,

$75,000.
~ The Senator from Texas moves to disagree to that amendment of the
committee.

Mr. ALLISON. That does not seem to be according to proper form.
The amendment of the committee is to strike out between certain lines, -
Now, as I understand the Senator from Texas, he moves to amend the
amendment by striking out a portion of those lines.

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. No, he does not wanb the Senate to
agree to the amendment striking out the words which have been read.

Mr. ALLISON. Has the Senator from Texasaright to so divideit?

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair thinks so.

Mr. ALLISON. Very well. Then I ask for a vote on striking oub
the remainder first.

Mr, MAXEY. I ask for the vote firston the part I have called for.
I have made the motion for it, and it comes first.

Mr. ALLISON. I do not care which comes first.
~ Mr. SLATER. I shall also ask for a vote separately on the lines I
have indicated. '

The PRESIDENT pro tempore.
this first. )

Mr, SLATER. I do not lose any right?

The PRESIDEXT pro tempore. Oh, no! The question is on strik-
ing out the words which have been last read at thedesk. The Senator
from Texas moves to disagree to the amendient. striking out those
words. ’ .

Mr. HARRIS. We did not understand it so. The question is, Will
the Senate agree to the amendment reported by the committee striking
out the words? Ivoted ‘‘mo,”” because I am sustaining the view of the
Senator from Texas. .

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Very well. Will the Senate agreeto
the amendment reported by the committee striking out that portion of
the bill last read ®

The amendment was agreed to—ayes 21, noes not counted.

Mr. SLATER. May Iaskforaseparate voteonstrikingoutthe words
‘‘at Fort Colville, Washington Territory, §50,0002

I wish to say to the Senate that this certainly ought not to be stricken
out. This post is one of the most important frontier posts right in the
Indian country, where troops must necessarily remain and where every
appearance of preparation to meet any possible contingency should be
constantly displayed before the eyes of the Indians, so that they will
understand that the United States is always prepared, not only in the
present but in the future, to meet any outbreak. Certainly this appli-
cation ought to be granted. .

INTERNAL-REVENTUE AND TARIFF DUTIES.

The PRESIDEXNT pro tempore. Will Senators suspend until the
Chair fills up a conference committee? The Chair appoints the Sen-
ator from Alabama [Mr. MorcAN] and the Senator from Maryland
[Mr. GorMAN] conferees on House bill 5538 to reduce internal-revenue
taxation.

The Senate should get through with
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