
  

  

 

 

Short-term Drought Status Summary: September 2011 

 

Monsoon activity, which ended in mid-September, has been characterized as spotty, with areas of intense 

precipitation adjacent to areas of no precipitation. A good example of this occurred in Tucson on September 

15 when 2.84 inches of rain fell at the Tucson Airport, while areas to the north and west of Tucson had less 

than 0.10 inch. The downpour led to a retreat of extreme drought in Tucson and northeastern Pima County.  

Dryness persisted in northwestern Mohave County this month, changing the last remaining area of “no 

drought” in the state to abnormally dry. Most of Greenlee County was also very dry, resulting in the expansion 

of extreme and exceptional drought northward along the New Mexico border. Severe drought also expanded 

into eastern and northern Maricopa County as a result of the exceptionally dry monsoon season in this region. 

Hopefully, the series of cold fronts moving in off the California coast in early October will provide much 

needed precipitation to our very dry state.  
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