MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING 

OF THE MOHAVE COUNTY 

LOCAL DROUGHT IMPACT GROUP AND STEERING COMMITTEE
1.
Welcome and Call to Order.
The meeting was called to order by Chair Amanda Kaufman at 1:05 pm at the Mohave County Sheriffs Office, 600 W. Beale Street, Kingman Arizona. The following members were in attendance:

Amanda Kaufman, Brown Drilling

Zelda Wright, Mohave County Improvement District

Doyle Wilson, City of Lake Havasu City

Byron Steward, Mohave County Emergency Management

George Sedich, City of Kingman

Rob Grumbles, University of Arizona

Bill Lacy, Northwest Watershed Council

Liz Durst, Mohave County Emergency Management


*Via Phone


Mike Crimmins, University of Arizona

Susan Craig, Arizona Department of Water Resources


Mike Hayes, National Drought Mitigation Center


Mark Svoboda, National Drought Mitigation Center

2.
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes.

This item skipped as there was not a quorum present. 

3.
Report from Mike Crimmins of Arizona DroughtWatch on recent program changes.

Mike Crimmins advised that changes have been made on how drought maps are being created. The State Committee is working on the Arizona map to show short term impacts. Progress is being made on synthesizing data received and communicating it to the drought monitor in a timely manner.  
4.
Report from Susan Craig on current Arizona Department of Water Resources activities.
Susan Craig provided a summary for her department. Another reduction in force has occurred. In January the department had 200 employees, they are now down to 95. She will continue to provide as much support as possible to our group until she is told otherwise. 
5.
Discussion via telephone with Mike Hayes, Director of the National Drought Mitigation Center (NDMC) and Mark Svoboda, Climatologist and U.S. Drought Monitor author at NDMC, about the U.S. Drought Monitor and how the LDIG can contribute to Monitor updates.

Mike Hayes explained that local data is very important. The key is knowing what the local data means. Timing is also an important issue. Data collected from Monday through Wednesday goes into a draft form. The map is then released on Thursday. Data that is received after that goes into the next weeks map. Mark Svoboda stressed the need for impact information, stating that it was the justification for status changes. 
6.
Update on Current County Conditions.

There was rain in the County today. Snow accumulation of 1” was reported by Amanda Kaufman at the 6500’ level, however the storm is spotty. There is enough humidity to push the fire season out another week. Rob Grumbles advised that the annuals have shut down and the snakes are out. A report of 14 snakes seen in Alamo Lake during one day was noted.  

7.
Discussion of Action Plan, Tasks, and Responsibilities for Development of Historical Database, Expansion of LDIG Monitor Network, and LDIG Monitor Training and Reports.
Mike Crimmins felt that historical data was not as important as was previously expressed. It is better to move ahead than reconstruct the past. The expansion of the monitor network should be a priority. Potential members were discussed. The group felt that weekly monitoring would be unreasonable and settled on monthly reports. Mr. Crimmins felt the form created for the local monitors was very good, saying that it was simple and relevant to the impacts in Mohave County. Byron and Rob will work together to establish the monitor network and report the results at the next meeting. 
8.
Call to the Public.

Bill Lacy introduced himself as being involved with the Watershed Council, Kingman Community Emergency Response Team and Planning and Zoning for the City. Mr. Lacy wanted to attend the meeting to get a feel for what the group did.  

9.
Adjournment.
The next meeting will be held at 1:00pm on July 21st at the Sheriffs Office. The meeting was adjourned at 2:21

