Drought Status Update
December 2010

Short-term Drought Status Update

December was a little drier than normal across Arizona, due to the La Nifia circulation pattern that
tends to block precipitation across the southern states. This resulted in worsening drought conditions
across southern and southwestern Arizona. Two winter storms brought heavy rain and snow to cen-
tral and northern Arizona and some light showers across the southern counties. The heavy rain and
snow in the north improved drought conditions in Mohave, Yavapai, and western Coconino counties.
Yuma and La Paz counties remain abnormally dry. Although the recent strong storms caused flood-
ing in northwest Mohave County, the moisture has been welcome across the northern and central
counties. Any precipitation is beneficial as drier than normal conditions are forecast for the rest of
the winter.

Summary produced by the State Drought Monitoring Technical Committee
January 11, 2011.
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