Drought Status Update
August 2010

Short-term Drought Status Update

After a relatively slow start for the monsoon, precipitation across the state has been well above average in the
northeastern corner of the state and along the New Mexico border, while western Arizona has been quite

dry. Central Arizona has both wet and dry areas. Statewide, precipitation has been quite localized, but most

locations have had some precipitation. Unfortunately, the precipitation has not been enough to improve con-

ditions in northern or western Arizona, so abnormally dry to moderate drought conditions continue across the

Colorado Plateau and the lower Colorado River valley.

Looking Ahead - The Climate Prediction Center has issued a La Nifia advisory for the coming winter. This
means La Nifia conditions (which already exist) are expected to strengthen the next few months. Historically,
La Nifia tends to bring below average precipitation to Arizona. Thus, we have a heightened potential for below
average rainfall state-wide during our primary winter wet season (Dec-Mar). Jan-Feb-Mar outlook
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