
  

  

 

 

Short-term Drought Status Update   
 

The circulation patterns of the current La Niña have brought several winter storms, including a few in 
March, to the counties of western and northern Arizona. This resulted in slightly wetter conditions 
there than expected, leaving the northwestern quarter of the state drought free.  
 

The rest of the state has experienced typical La Niña dryness. The southeastern quarter of the state 
received less than 25% of average precipitation for the calendar year and less than 50% of average 
for the water year (October - September).  The continued dryness in the eastern and southeastern 
counties has led to an expansion of severe drought (D2) into Graham, Greenlee, and southern 
Apache counties, and the introduction of extreme drought (D3) into Santa Cruz, Cochise, southern 
Graham and Greenlee and western Pima counties.  
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