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In addition to better reflecting actual drought rather
than our normal precipitation variability, maps will be
more consistent with the U.S. Drought Monitor maps
(http://www.drought.unl.edu/dm/monitor.html) that
also use these percentile ranges.
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The La Nina circulation has diverted winter storms from
southeast and east central Arizona, leaving these parts of the
state well below normal winter precipitation levels. Northern and
western Arizona are in a transition region, where the effects of
La Nifia are less consistent; this region has been visited by
several winter storms. The upper Gila watershed has dried out
substantially, during the dry early winter of 2010-11, which is in
sharp contrast with the wetter early winters of some previous
years. Last winter, although quite wet, did not make up for the
water deficits across the southern watersheds. The outlook is for
continued dry conditions through spring, so the situation is not
likely to show much improvement in April when the long term
drought status will be updated.
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