
  

Long-term Drought Status:  
January — March 2013 

All but two watersheds had sufficient win-
ter precipitation to prevent the long-term 

drought status from worsening, even 
though most watersheds had less precipi-

tation than normal.  

Despite early winter precipitation, Santa 

Cruz and San Simon each dropped one 
category to severe and extreme drought 

respectively, due to dry conditions from 
January to March.  

The spring season is typically our driest, 
so further degradation is not anticipated 

until after the monsoon season.  

 

 

Short-term Drought Status Update 

The dry spring we have experienced so 
far has caused drought in most areas of 

the state to worsen. There is no longer 

any portion of the state without drought.   

Only the areas along the Mogollon Rim, 
including most of Gila County, and La Paz 

County along the lower Colorado River, 

received significant rainfall during April.   

The dry conditions combined with some 
windy weather have increased the wild-

fire danger in most forests. Since May is 
typically Arizona’s driest month, no      

improvement is expected until the mon-

soon activity begins.    
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